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“HIGHER UP.” 





HE activity of the Health Department of the City of 
New York in discovering adulterations by purchas- 
ing samples from the retail drug trade would meet with 
much more prompt and widespread results if the Depart- 
ment would go higher up, and instead of testing samples 
obtained from retail druggists, secure samples from the 
retailers’ source of supply—viz., the jobber. The jobber 
is, or should be, in a position to have every article handled 
by him tested both as to identity and purity. If one job- 
ber can be stopped from vending adulterated or spurious 
drugs, the supplies of several hundred retailers would be 
affected. 





THE N. A. R. D. IN THE EAST. 


T no time in the history of the organization has the 
outlook for the N. A. R. D. been so promising as at 
present. As chronicled in our last issue, all of Boston 
and vicinity has been organized, with a general mini- 
mum price on proprietaries which is rigidly adhered to by 
cutters, department stores and druggists alike, and which 
is vastly satisfactory to the entire trade, the advance 
amounting on the popular articles on which the greatest 
cut had been made to from 12 to 14 per cent., a very 
substantial increase in the margin of profit, and one which 
will soon repay every member of the association for any 
money and time which he may have expended in aiding 
to perfect the organization. 

Philadelphia has been organized into district associa- 
tions since our last issue was published, and details of 
this work will be found in our news columns. The uni- 
versal minimum schedule adopted for that city is scarcely 
so satisfactory to the retailer as that which has been 
adopted in Boston, but the essential feature of an abso; 
lutely uniform minimum schedule has been firmly estab- 
lished, and the association is receiving the cordial and 
even enthusiastic support of the most prominent and per- 
sistent cutter in that city, while the Philadelphia Associa- 
tion of Retail Druggists, an aggressive and thoroughly 
organized body, has signified its complete approval of 
and trust in the N. A. R. D. by turning over to the na- 
tional treasurer a check for $1,000, this being the largest 
sum ever received at one time as dues from one subsidiary 
body by the national treasurer. 

Wheeling, W. Va., has been organized on a solid basis, 
and for the first time in years the druggists of that town, 
who have been engaged in a bitter warfare. are working 
in perfect harmony. 

With such a record of success the N. A. R. D. now 
undertakes the herculean task of organizing New York. 
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Unostentatiously and without any blare of trumpets or 
flaunting of banners, the national organizer, Dr. Joseph 
R. Noel, set to work on the first of this month to study 
the situation and to discuss the questions at issue with all 
the factions interested, with the hope, based upon the re- 
sults obtained in other large cities, that there might be 
evolved some method of mitigating the curse of cut prices 
in and around the metropolis. Doctor Noel is modest 
in his aspirations, for, as will be observed in a statement 
from him published in another column, he does not set 
out to “cure” the cut rate evil and abolish all the ills 
the drug trade is heir to, but he does hope to secure the 
co-operation of all who deal in proprietary remedies, 
whether they be department stores, retailers or aggressive 
cutters, in fixing a minimum schedule. When once this 
is accomplished, and there seems at least a possibility of 
its being accomplished, the work of district organization 
will be undertaken, and when the district organization is 
completed, the district schedules will be drafted to suit 
the conditions prevailing in each particular district. This 
has been the method pursued in other large cities. It is 
hoped and believed that similar methods will prove suc- 
cessful here, but one of the most admirable features of the 
N. A. R. D. and its work is that it is not indissolubly 
wedded to any fixed plan or method, but is ready and 
willing to adopt whatever plan seems best suited for any 
particular circumstance or locality. We join with the local 
drug trade in extending a hearty welcome to the workers 
of the N. A. R. D., with the earnest hope that within 
a few months at most the entire drug trade of the metro- 
politan district of New York will be working together 
harmoniously. 





WHAT IS OIL OF SWEET ALMOND? 





CCORDING to the Pharmacopeceia of 1890, which is 
soon to be superseded, oil of sweet almond is a 
“ fixed oil expressed from bitter or sweet almond.” The 
Pharmacopeeial definition is correct, for probably 10 per 
cent. of the oil that is sold is oil of sweet almond, the re- 
maining go per cent. being derived not from Amygdalus 
communis or Amygdalus amara, but from Amygdalus per- 
sica, and therefore oil of peach kernel. This fact has been 
brought out in a decision of the Board of General Ap- 
praisers rendered on a protest entered by the firm of 
Schieffelin & Co. against the decision of the appraiser 
classifying the oil of peach kernel, or what is commercial- 
ly known as “oil of sweet almond, French,” as an oil 
“not otherwise specified.” The decision reads as fol- 
lows: 


‘ 


OPINION BY FISCHER, G. A. 


The merchandise in question consists of oil made from 
peach and apricot kernels. It was returned by the local 
appraiser as “ oil almonds ” free (tested and found from 
peach and apricot kernel oil). It was assessed for duty 
by the classifying officer at the rate of 25 per cent. ad 
valorem under the provisions of paragraph 3 of the act 
July 24, 1897, as an “ expressed oil,” and is claimed to be 
free of duty as almond oil under paragraph 626 of the 
said act. The Collector based his decision upon the ruling 
laid down in G. A. 4540, wherein this board held that 
peach and apricot kernels were not dutiable as almonds, 
and in relying upon that ruling the Collector presumably 
concluded that as peach and apricot kernels were not 
dutiable as almonds, an oil from such articles could not 
be entered as an almond oil. 
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The provision in paragraph 626, however, permits 
free entry of almond oil, and the question is solely as to 
the commercial designation of the article. While it is 
admitted by the importer that this oil is not made from 
almonds but is made from apricot and peach kernels, it 
is also undisputed that the article is’ generally known to 
the trade as almond oil. 

The testimony before us shows that 75 per cent. of 
all the so-called almond oil dealt in in the market of this 
country is not made from almonds, but from peach and 
apricot kernels. 

The article in question is well known to trade and is 
dealt in and always designated as almond oil, and that 
designation must control its classification (Amer. Net & 
Twine Co. v. Worthington, 141 W. S., 468, and cases 


there cited). 
The protest is sustained and the decision of the Col- 


lector reversed. 

This matter is one of great importance, and in view 
of the attitude of the Boards of Health on the subject of 
adulteration, is likely to become still more important to 
the drug trade all over the United States. Wherever 
oil of sweet almond has been ordered without any spe- 
cific designation it has, we believe, been the usual custom 
throughout the wholesale drug trade to furnish the “ oil 
of sweet almond, French,” by which it is well understood 
that the expressed oil from peach kernel is meant. This 
is sold in small lots by the jobbers at about 25 to 30 cents 
per pound. Where the true oil of sweet almond is 
wanted it is designated as “ oil of sweet almond, Eng- 
lish.” This is ordinarily sold in single pound lots at 
about 60 to 70 cents, or approximately double the price 
charged for the “ French” oil. This condition of affairs 
is one which is perfectly well understood in the drug 
trade at large, and we are somewhat surprised to see that 
the facts are not clearly set forth in the dispensatories. 
Since so large a majority of the oil sold and used is ex- 
pressed from the peach kernel it seems fair to assume 
that there is no material difference in the therapeutic 
properties of the two oils, while the decision of the Board 
of Appraisers quoted above gives some justification for 
the assumption that when oil of sweet almond is ordered 
by the retailer a jobbér is justified in sending the oil ex- 
pressed from peach kernels. 

So far as the retailer is concerned, however, this rul- 
ing of the Board of Appraisers will not offer any protec- 
tion against prosecution should he dispense the “ French 
oi!” as oil of sweet almond. The Board of Health of 
the State of New Jersey has recently served notice upon 
three druggists in different cities in that State that they 
had been detected in furnishing the oil of peach kernels 
when oil of sweet almond was ordered, and the board in 
each case imposed a fine of $50, which was promptly paid 
without protest by the retailers, each of whom realized 
that whether the fine was justly imposed or not, it would 
be better business policy to pay it than to take the matter 
into the courts. As a consequence of this action orders 


have been issued by several of the jobbers in New York 
City that hereafter the “English,” or true oil is to be 
sent out to all customers in New York and New Jersey 
whenever oil of almond is ordered, together with an 
explanation as to the reasons for the difference in cost. 











AMERICAN DRUGGIST AND 


In view of the fact that the Pharmacopeeial standard 
is generally accepted by Boards of Health, our readers 
should specify “ English oil of almond ” in ordering, and 
should make sure that they obtain it, even if it is more 


expensive and probably no more valuable from a thera- 
peutic standpoint than is the “ French oil.” The retail 
druggist is not in position to argue the question with 
the authorities. When he is confronted with the al- 
ternative of a fine or prolonged litigation, with a doubt- 
ful outcome, the only safe course for him to pursue is 
to insist upon obtaining goods which correspond with the 
standards of the United States Pharmacopeeia. It is 
true that the jobber will protest to the retailer, as the 
manufacturer protests to the jobber, that those standards 
are impracticable, but our experience in competing for 
foreign trade with European manufacturers, more par- 
ticularly in the East, shows that those standards, while 
possibly higher than they need be, are not impracticable. 
Their practicability, however, is a question for the courts 
to decide, and with such standards set clearly before him 
in the Pharmacopeeia, the retail druggist will invariably 
be held responsible by the legal authorities for selling any 
preparation which varies from the standard. 

We are firmly convinced that no harm is or has been 
done by the sale of expressed oil of peach kernel under 
the name of oil of sweet almond, but however thorough- 
ly honest the druggist may be in this belief, it affords him 
no protection from the action of the law, and until there 
is some change in the Pharmacopeeial standards, the re- 
tail druggist should abide by them so far as it is in his 
power to do so. 

In the forthcoming edition of the Pharmacopceia it is 
probable that a somewhat wider latitude will be given as 
to the question of purity than has been given in the edi- 
tion now in force, and we would suggest that in cases 
such as that of oil of sweet almond and of so-called oil 
of wintergreen, the Pharmacopceial descriptions be so 
adjusted as to recognize the commercial conditions. It 
is a well-known fact that under the title of oil of winter- 
green the oil of birch is almost invariably dispensed. 
We do not believe that 1 per cent. of the oil sold is ob- 
tained from the leaves of Gaultheria procumbens, and in 
cases of this kind the Pharmacopceial authorities, having 
satisfied themselves that there is no material therapeutical 
difference, should give permission to substitute oils or 
substances which are practically identical, though possi- 
bly derived from a different source than that approved of 
in the Pharmacopceia. It would be but a short step 
from this for the authorities to change the definition of oil 
of gaultheria, for instance, so as to clearly recognize the 
volatile oil of betula as well as of gaultheria, for as it 
now stands this definition says that the oil is “ nearly 
identical with oil of betula.” In the same way oil of 
peach kernels might well be recognized as a permissible 
substitute for oil of almonds, so far as our knowledge of 
the therapeutic properties of the two oils goes. 





THE COD LIVER OIL SHORTAGE AND SOME 
OF ITS RESULTS. 


readers have been kept fully informed through 
our market reports of the developments in the cod 
liver oil market. The quantity price of Norwegian oil 
has lately touched $120, and although a reaction has since 
set in, the statistical position of the article is such that 
dealers anticipate a continuance of high prices. 

The past season’s fishing has been the most un- 
productive in the history of the Norwegian fisheries, some 
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of the reasons assigned for the poor catch of fish and the 
shortage of oil having to do with an invasion of the fish- 
ing grounds by seals, the natural enemy of the cod, and 
with the lean and undersized variety of the fish caught. 
Never before, according to reports from the refineries, 
have the livers of the fish been so lean, and the conse- 
quence is a very much reduced output of oil. The effects 
of the shortage in production are beginning to be felt in 
other ways than in the appreciation in the market value of 
the oil. The cheaper Newfoundland oil is finding more 
ready sale here, the demand for this variety having been 
appreciably stimulated during the last few weeks. There 
are, however, grave objections to the unauthorized sub- 
stitution of the Newfoundland for the Norwegian oil, 
for it is well known that much of the Newfoundland oil 
of the market is of an impure quality—an observation 
which prompts us to remark that the Newfoundland pro- 
ducers appear to be missing the best opportunity that has 
ever presented itself for entering into active competition 
with the Norwegian producers by the production of an 
oil of guaranteed purity. Such an oil would not take 
long to displace the Norwegian in this market. 

Without saying anything one way or another as to 
the medicinal value of cod liver oil—whether Norwegian 
or Newfoundland—whichis still a mooted question among 
therapeutists, it is only fair to remark that whatever repu- 
tation as a curative agent the oil enjoys has been gained 
from the use of the Norwegian variety. At present there 
is quite a difference in price between the genuine New- 
foundland oil and the true Norwegian variety, but most 
of the so-called Newfoundland oil on the market 
is of a very uncertain quality. It is the kind various- 
ly known as “ shore ” and “ coast ” oil and consisting of 
indefinite mixtures of the oils of different varieties of 
Gadus combined with menhaden and seal oil. It need 
hardly be said that the sale of an oil of this character is 
to be strongly condemned. But what is to be more strong- 
ly condemned still is the criminal procedure of refilling 
empty Norwegian cod liver oil barrels with the fake oil 
or of mixtures of it with genuine Norwegian oil. That 
this is being practiced appears to be beyond doubt. A 
regular trade seems to be carried on in the sale of empty 
Norwegian oil barrels, and it was only the other day that 
a shipment of some thirty barrels of supposedly genuine 
oil was rejected by a large jobbing house in New York, 
who found their contents to consist of an oil whose com- 
position could not be accurately determined, though seal 
oil appeared to predominate. 

As matters stand it would be well for retail pharma- 
cists to scrutinize closely all purchases of supposedly 
genuine Norwegian cod liver oil. The United States 
Pharmacopeeia provides certain tests for the recognition 
of the presence of foreign oils in cod liver oil, and one in 
particular of these tests, a reliable diagnostical one, can 
be readily applied by the retail pharmacist. It consists 
of placing ten to fifteen drops of the suspected oil in a 
watch glass and allowing two or three drops of fuming 
nitric acid to flow alongside of the oil. At the point of 
contact a red color is produced, and on stirring the mix- 

ture with a glass rod this color becomes bright rose red, 
changing to lemon yellow, which persists if the oil is 
genuine. If the oil is adulterated with seal or other fish 
oils the color changes are different. An adulterated cod 
liver oil may show a red coloration at the point of contact, 
changing on stirring with a glass rod to the same rose- 
red color observed with the genuine oil, but passing al- 
most immediately to a deep brown or black, which per- 
sists. 
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(Written for the American Druggist.) 
ETCHING ON GLASS FOR DRUGGISTS. 
sY LIONEL WATTERS. 
HERE is no place where little knacks of technique 
come in so handy as in the drug store, and where a 
little information as to ways of doing odd things so often 
not only helps one out of temporary difficulties, but also 
results in no little saving in money. The process which 
is described below was given in less detail by the writer 
in a previous number of the AMERICAN Druceist. (See 
Vol. XXXVI, 4.) 

How often does the druggist find the need of a simple 
method for etching various articles of glass in some way 
or another, and yet how seldom is any tangible method 
at hand for carrying such out in a practical manner; yet 
the procedure of etching ordinary designs in glass is, or 
at least can be made, very simple, and the results that 
can be accomplished by its use are often very valuable. 

Glass is composed of various silicates, principally the 
silicates of sodium and potassium. For the purpose of 
this paper glass can be looked upon as consisting of Si O, 
or silicon dioxide, this being the formula and composition 
of ordinary quartz and sand. Silica, as this compound is 
called, is not easily changed, or, as we say, attacked by or- 
dinary substances or by most reagents. If it were not so re- 
sistant to most substances it, of course, could not be used 
for making bottles and containers for the various chemi- 
cal substances that we are accustomed to place in vessels 
made of it. Thus it is not affected by any of the common 
acids, even if they be in their most concentrated form. 
Even poor glass is not appreciably affected, nor is it 
attacked ordinarily or to any great extent under any con- 
ditions by solutions of the alkalies. There is, however, 
one substance that does attack glass and that too readily. 
This is the acid known as hydrofluoric acid, or hydrogen 
fluoride, which is a compound of hydrogen and fluorine 
having the formula HF. This acid has so corrosive an 
effect on glass and similar materials containing silica that 
it cannot be stored in ordinary containers, but comes to 
the market in bottles made usually either of a hard, high 
melting wax, such as paraffin, which holds its shape 
tolerably well at the ordinary temperature, or in bottles 
made of gutta percha or hard rubber. The vigorous 
action of this acid on glass and similar substances is ex- 
plained by the affinity which the element fluorine of the 
hydrofluoric acid has for the element silicon, which is 
contained in the glass. The fluorine of the acid unites 
with the silicon of the glass to form the compound known 
as silicon fluoride, having the formula SiF,, which is a 
gas. The hydrogen remaining from the hydrofluoric 
acid and the oxygen of the silica or silicon dioxide unite 
to form water. This action is represented by the follow- 
ing equation: 

SiO, + 4HF = SiF, + 2H, O. 

It can readily be understood from the foregoing that 
all that is necessary to etch glass then is to bring such 
portions of the glass as we desire to etch into contact 
with the hydrofluoric acid, at the same time protecting 
such parts as we desire to leave unetched. Since we have 
seen that such organic compounds as paraffin and wax, 
which contain only carbon, hydrogen and oxygen are 
not attacked by hydrofluoric acid, these substances should 
suffice to protect those parts which we desire to shield; 
and this is the basis of all methods of etching which de- 
pend upon chemical action; though on a large scale in 
the industries it is the common practice to make use of 
abrasion of the unprotected parts by means of particles 
of some hard material, such as sharp sand driven forcibly 
by a blast of air against the exposed parts of the glass, 
while the parts not to be etched or roughened are pro- 
tected by a covering of paper or other soft material. 
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PHARMACEUTICAL 


Hydrofluoric acid is a highly poisonous gas in its 
pure, unadulterated state, and it appears in commerce 
only in the form of solutions of various strengths in water 
in the same way as the gaseous compound of hydrogen 
and chlorine is met with, only as a solution in water 
which we term hydrochloric acid or hydrogen chloride. 

The simplest means of etching would therefore re- 
solve itself into a process of covering the article to be 
etched with a coating of, say, paraffin and applying to such 
surfaces as we desire to etch a little of the solution of 
hydrofluoric acid. Hydrofluoric acid is, however, not 
always at hand in most drug stores, and even so there 
are various disadvantages in its being handled; but it is 
not necessary to make use of this solution, since as much 
hydrofluoric acid as is necessary for any etching that is 
to be done can be very easily and extemporaneously pre- 
pared at the time the etching is to be done, and that too 
in a very convenient manner for the purpose for which 
it is required; and further it can be made to do the work 
required of it just as it is formed from the materials 
used, without the necessity of collecting it at all. 

As a source of hydrofluoric acid we make use of the 
substance calcium fluoride, commonly known as “fluor 
spar,” which has the formula CaF,, and for the purpose 
of decomposing and obtaining from it hydrofluoric acid 
‘we employ some strong acid, preferably sulphuric. When 
these two substances are brought together the hydrogen 
of the sulphuric acid takes the place of the calcium of 
the fluor spar, and the calcium of the fluor spar in turn 
takes the place of the hydrogen of the sulphuric acid, 
forming calcium sulphate, a substance similar to common 
gypsum or plaster of paris. This action is represented 
by such an equation as the following: 


CaF, + H.SO, = CaSO, + 2 HF. 


Here then is the basis of our process, which, being under- 
stood, all that is required is the arrangement of the par- 
ticular details, which are required as follows: 

The article to be etched is first covered with paraffin ; 
if a small article it is entirely covered, if a large one 
only those parts within a radius of, say, a few inches of 
the part to be etched need be so covered. To do this any 
method may be resorted to which is convenient. <A suffi- 
cient, though small amount, of paraffin, beeswax, sper- 
maceti or white wax is melted over a flame in a tin or 
other vessel (the lid of a can answers admirably), and 
the melted wax is painted over the glass by the use of 
a brush or swab, made by tying a tuft of absorbent cot- 
ton to the end of a stick of wood. The article is then set 
aside to allow the wax coat to harden. Meanwhile the 
arrangement for producing the hydrofluoric acid is set 
up. Since the acid would attack glass or porcelain ves- 
sels, vessels of these materials cannot well be employed 
to hold the mixture used in producing it; hence vessels 
made of some metal that is not affected are employed. 
Lead answers best, and a suitable vessel of any desired 
shape can readily be hammered out of a piece of common 
lead pipe. This can be made into a shallow trough or 
dish of such a form that the object to be etched will rest 
on its edges, so that the parts of the glass that are ex- 
posed can be readily acted upon by the fumes of the acid 
that are liberated later. Upon the bottom of this dish is 
spread a layer of powdered fluor spar and all is ready to 
commence the evolution of hydrofluoric acid, this being 
effected by simply wetting the powder with sulphuric 
acid. Meanwhile the protecting wax must be removed 
from such parts of the glass object as it is desired to 
etch. This is done by scraping in the design by means of 
any sharp pointed instrument, such as a large stiff needle, 
knife point or the point of a file. The shavings of paraf- 
fin so removed are brushed off carefully by means of a 
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camel’s hair brush or’a tuft of cotton. As much concen- 
trated sulphuric acid is poured on the fluor spar in the 
lead dish as will suffice to thoroughly moisten it; the ob- 
ject to be etched is then laid over the dish with the side 
containing the design down, when the fumes of the hy- 
drofluoric acid which are gradually evolved will cut into 
the glass wherever it is exposed. The etching will be 
complete in the course of an hour or so, though, if not 
needed at once, it is well to allow the article to remain 
some hours—say, over night. The wax is then removed 
by scraping, warming and rubbing with a towel, when 
the design will be found to be neatly etched in the glass. 
At times when the wax sticks tenaciously it may be easily 
removed by softening with a little benzin. 

Since the fumes of the hydrofluoric acid are very irri- 
tating and poisonous, care should be taken not to inhale 
them. The common practice is to take the whole appara- 
tus out into the open air, or on the roof, where it will not 
be disturbed, as soon as the action is started, and allow it 
to remain there until the action is completed. 

In the line of ordinary articles, bottles, flasks or cylin- 
ders can be easily and cheaply graduated by this method, 
and various other ornamental objects, such as paper 
weights of French plate glass, can be etched with any de- 
sign at will. ; 





FOR A SUCCESSFUL PRESCRIPTION TRADE. 
By GEorGE L. RAPPORT. ; 


N building up a successful prescription trade the drug- 
gist has constantly to remember that the patient must 
always be given exactly what the doctor orders. Be honest 
and do not permit any substitution in the prescription de- 
partment. In manufacturing the different tinctures, elix- 
irs, etc., for the prescription department follow the United 
States Pharmacopceia and the National Formulary as 
closely as possible, so as to obtain uniformity. Keep the 
best line of pharmaceuticals and not the cheapest, and in- 
form your physicians of the fact. 

Be careful to concentrate your mind on the prescrip- 
tion you are filling, so as to avoid errors. The check sys- 
tem is not bad, but I find that when I receive a prescrip- 
tion, read it through at first, then copy it, lay out my 
weights and weigh the drugs entering into the composi- 
tion of the prescription, and look them over twice, there 
is hardly any use for a check system as my mind is strict- 
ly on what I do just at that moment. Do up and finish 
your prescription as neatly as possible. In repeating the 
prescription always put on a fresh label and give a new 
cork or box for liquids, pills or powders. The cost is 
trifling, but the gain in appearance is great, especially 
when a cap is affixed to the bottle, since it shows custom- 
ers that very particular pains are taken in the prescription 
department. In taking your prescription always put 
down the name of the person for whom it is intended in 
the right hand corner of the original at the top of the 
copy. This precaution not only prevents the error of 
giving out the wrong prescription to a customer when 
you are busy, but assists you many times when the cus- 
tomer forgets the container and wants you to look up his 
Prescription by simply giving you the approximate date. 

In issuing pamphlets or circulars to the doctors in 
your neighborhood, keep before their eyes just one article 
of your own make at a time, and in inviting an inspection 
of your prescription department show them your facilities 
for making tablet triturates, compressed tablets and sup- 
Positories. Charge sufficient but not too much, because if 
you get a reputation for overcharging you are apt to lose 
not only one customer but his friends as well. 

I may mention my arrangement of the prescription 
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counter. I keep an almost duplicate stock of shelf ware 
in the prescription department, because I do not care to 
let a lay person know what enters into the composition 
of his prescription. I have the drugs in 4-o0z. bottles and 
have them arranged not only alphabetically, but also 
numerically in sections. I also keep my fluid extracts, 
pills and tablets in the same way, keeping a special book 
for that purpose, in which not only the article and _ the 
number is entered, but also the section and shelf. So I 
save time in looking for articles. In copying the pre- 
scription I note the size of capsule employed as well as 
the quantity of excipient, and in cases where a fluid ex- 
tract is prescribed, the name of the manufacturer. 





STORE MANAGEMENT. 
Conducted by W. A. Dawson. 


In addition to publishing a series of articles covering the commer- 
cial side of pharmacy, the editor of this department will en- 
deavor to discuss, criticise, advise and give information on 
any question pertaining to the business management of the 
drug store propounded by readers of the AMERICAN DRUGGIST. 
This feature of the department is intended to constitute a busi- 
ness query column for the readers of the AMERICAN DRUGGIST, 
and all queries regarding business matters addressed to it will 
be freely answered. 


Price-Marks and Their Application. 


OST-MARKS and their uses are so well known to 
the retailer that the presentation of the tables given 
herewith may seem superfluous. 

“ Our cost mark” is one of the first things to which 
the young clerk is introduced upon his entry into busi- 
ness life, the cryptographic cost-mark of his firm being 
as it were a pass-word to the arcana of the establishment 
and a token of the confidence and responsibility extended 
to him. It is a little ceremony that deeply impresses the 
young aspirant to a business career and brings to him an 
added sense of dignity. 

The following table showing various forms of cost- 
marks consists of mostly well known and conventional 
ciphers. They are not intended for anything more than 
an illustration of the numerous modifications that may be 
made in the application of cipher codes to the price-mark- 
ing of goods. The first word, “ Pharmocist,” was the 


price-mark adopted by the various local branches of the - 


National Association of Retail Druggists for the mark- 
ing of prescriptions. The idea was to mark all prescrip- 
tions, or copies, with the price made by the first pharma- 
cist into whose hands the prescription came; so that if 
taken elsewhere the same price would be made, thus put- 
ting a stop to “ shopping” and “ cutting” on prescrip- 
tions—a utopian idea, considering that the environment 
and class of trade of each particular pharmacy is an im- 
portant factor in the pricing of prescriptions. 

The writer was once charged 25 cents for 12 drops 
of tincture of aconite at a Fifth avenue pharmacy, that 
sum evidently representing the minimum sale-price of the 
pharmacy in question. The price made upon a prescrip- 
tion by a pharmacy of this character and that by, say, a 
small shop on the lower East Side of the town would 
differ widely, yet both would be the legitimate and cus- 
tomary price of the establishment. The one could not be 
adjudged guilty of overcharging any more than the other 
could be charged with “cutting,” and the prescription 
would in all probability be as honestly prepared in the 
little shop as in the big one, though with much less cere- 
mony. 
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VARIOUS FORMS OF PRICE-MARKS. 


2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 0 Repeaters. 
P H A R M O C I Ss “ly Z Y 
L E M O N s rs: UB 2 x & 
LD. A Cc B I Ss Ce ae | Oo x 
P A Cc K M Y B® 2 “S&S Ss 

S I x D O Z E N J U G 

B L A C K H o BR 8 E 

Q U I C K T RE A D E Ss 

Cc A M P I N G O U iy 

Ss e E C U I O N 


Ordinarily any word or sentence of ten letters can be 
used for a cost-mark where no two of the letters are alike. 
But the word or sentence need not necessarily contain 
ten letters. Nine will do, the naught being used as it is 
for the tenth figure, or any arbitrary sign—a cross, a 
horizontal dash, or a figure that does not resemble in 
torm when carelessly made any letter used in the word 
or sentence chosen. 

Again, the cost-mark might contain as many more 
letters over ten as one would care to use, even to includ- 
ing the entire remaining eighteen letters of the alphabet, 
the extra letters being used for “ repeaters.” Thus, if 
the word used were Pharmocist and all other letters ot 
the alphabet used for repeaters, $1.00 might be written 
Ptb, Ptd, Pte, etc. Or, in addition to a repeater, the cost- 
mark might contain an adder, a subtracter,.a multiplier 
and divider, or any one of these. 

A cost-mark could be still further complicated by 
using meaningless characters, the first and last or any 
intermediate character being simply mutes—-e.g., with the 
cipher word Pharmocist $1.00 may be written “ Bptz,” if 
the rule making the first character of the mark “ dumb” 
or silent is followed. With dummies at each end the 
same price can be written “ Bptzn,” or in numerous other 
ways that will readily suggest themselves. 

Again, the figures of a mark may be placed under 
the letters in reverse order, t denoting I, s 2, i 3, etc., 
as shown here: 

“ tsicomrahP ” 


1234567890 


With a little study a price-mark can be devised that 
would be absolutely translation-proof to any one who 
was not in possession of its key. A price-mark is but a 
number cipher and many of the rules and methods for 
constructing a language cipher will apply to numbers 
as well as letters, as will be seen by consulting any work 
upon cryptography. 

For ordinary business purposes, however, the simpler 
the price-mark the better. 

Two price-marks should be used as a rule; three, if 
the business be a large one employing many hands. 

First comes the selling mark, which should be a very 
simple word or sentence cipher of ten letters and without 
extra characters of any kind, not even a repeater. This 
cipher is used for putting the selling price upon such 
goods as are not to be marked in plain figures and for 
special selling prices to physicians, nurses, the trade, etc. 

Then there is the “cost-mark” proper, to be used 
for marking the cost, list or lowest selling price, as the 
case may be. If a word cipher is used for this mark it 
should be as different as possible and contain no letter 
that is used in the first mark. Preferably the cost-mark 
should be entirely different in character from the selling- 
mark—that is, not a word cipher, unless Greek letters 
be used. 

Instead of letters, arbitrary or conventional characters 
may be used. Or the regular Arabic figures may be used 
along with “ silents.” A system of calculation may be 
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devised in this way that will effectively conceal the mean- 
ing. 





Favorite Formulas. 
LIQUID SILVER POLISH. 


Parts. 

PeMPRINTIRORNE. 5G ce etinces see nbaase ese ease ene ae 6 
PURER “WUIRNIOD. oo 6. 5.w 420 50:6'5'u wines we wie ey a0 we 9 e908 6 
OS ee re arr oe 9 
OE ea nk can oe Sie pe Se eS Rabb kn dae woh Seam 40 

i. : 
OCI HY DOBUIDINTE  ..... a. .ois. one ds ccs cccncsce cs cue 3i 
Pi © icin cet wes Shak raha es win Sisk ows vos wae eee 5iij 
Dissolve and add: 
PPA NENE INL G o's:c oc oln os hoa wees eee oe eis eles belies e's 58s 

III. 
(OO ES Sa ene aa ens ie een ree ere ee Pr oe 3i 
Co OE eee erat errr ety sy 5ij 
co CUS CS | a See irs ores errs 5iv 
VEE ORD MENTE ca Sw va seb eaun nat ow esa ese eew ee 5xvi 

‘‘MUTTER SALBE.” ; 

SN Co ore te aac sa aces seas ha ete ese wee ease Siv 
ROD TRMIUPRESIAD cc oace a's Ses ob.e desis ood 4 50ee wes SORES 3ij 
NT ERE LEE TEE Er ee 3i 
OO De areas eee ae pre Tey es.” 5i 
cL SS ss es ie aa oy 3iv 
GRA ese oe re err rrr 5iij 
SONNE CAC pul such seein be sews ipsaw ese ness aay see wee 5ij 


Melt the olive oil, turpentine, beeswax and lard together, 
and strain. Then heat nearly to the boiling point and gradu- 
ally add the red lead, stirring the mixture constantly until 
it becomes a dark brown color. Then remove from the fire, 
and when it becomes somewhat cool, add the honey and, last- 
ly, the camphor. 

MOUNTING PASTE 


& 
PARE tech chek cn ce Owe hw en maka ce olan ene abeaien 5iV 
ME St Doce iNen ssn s ahaa kaon esos eri Awe se ae 5xvi 
SPIRES. Cesc lakes ee ade seas soise sa ose >enas sees aan 3i 
UMM. oss Gnas ACARD SSA «vm Mes wie seeee anaes tases 5V 


Dissolve the gelatin in the water, then add the glycerin 
and lastly the alechol. 


II. 
Parts 
EI As phase aoe sks ee ees Reb eae ban 10 
PE Sct OL Ms ci Wa bale aes edie aabarene abate 100 
ROPER o\5q bcs ce Dw awn doe whe Waa kaise e ow Rew ape 1 
PE a dc se siswsinde vs kDa che ewer Wee Ake eben anes 10 


Soak the gelatin in the water, add the arrowroot, which 
has first been thoroughly mixed with a small quantity of the 
water, and boil four or five minutes. After cooling add the 
alcohol and a few drops of carbolic acid. 


COLLODION FOR FRECKLFS, 


' Grammes. 
Se ER EESOURUIE. C5: x 0.5.5 sb Ss sv dinue oe soo eee wasiaw 1 
MMR SSO ot oo Taira anaen bale ae meie 45 
SEE. oink wa bes ab whee okes saw ee ese a seek anaes 1 
Re HL he Cee wan teakinhs sae bbe eee em ee wr ee 5 


The zine sulphocarbolate previously reduced to an im- 
palpable powder is incorporated intimately with the collodion, 
the remaining ingredients added, and, after agitating well, the 
whole is allowed to settle and the clear liquid decanted. 

TWO SOLUTION INK REMOVER. 


A. 

Parts 

FURUNUNU NEIL 6: wincsieed Gk Rae We HKG SS Woe Bie A bales echt. 1 
Concentrated solution of horax...... ccccccccececs 2 
ROUBEEEN IES os wins wixidun whale ss at atean we eee seeeuee 16 


Dissolve the acid in the water, ada the borax solution and 
mix by agitation. 


Parts 
ROME ERTORIMAMS 5 no nis as pas. de aoc dein eS Saws wen Rwelee 3 
MI hi eR OS ee ira cs tc ob a wis eee e Soi 16 


Goncentaated Horax GOwmitiON. ....:..0.6.006 vviesseaseceses 

Add the chlorinated lime to the water, shake well and set 
aside for a week, at the expiration of which time decant the 
clear liquid and to it add the borax solution. 

For use saturate the spot with solution A, apply a blotter 
to take off the excess of liquid, then apply solution B. When 
the stain has disappeared apply the blotter and wet the spot 
with clean water; finally dry between two sheets of blotting 
paper. 

















AMERICAN DRUGGIST AND 


THE PROFESSION OF PHARMACY.’ 


By Hon. D. Capy HErpIcK. 
Justice of the Supreme Court, State of New York. 


ENTLEMEN, I congratulate you that you have become full 
G fledged pharmacists, entitled to practice your chosen pro- 
fession of pharmacy. Just exactly what that is, and what 
it meaus to you, I confess I do not know. The words phar- 
macy and pharmacists have a pleasant sound to me. They 
fall upon my ear with all the music that the word “ Duluth” 
fell upon the enraptured ears of Proctor Knott. They seem 
to be the legitimate successors of alchemy and alchemists. It 
carries one back to those who were engaged in transmuting 
ihe baser metals into gold and silver, to the distillers of elixirs 
that gave life or produced eternal sleep; the producers of 
Aqua Tofana and Aqua Vite. 
3ut whatever pharmacy is or is not, it is something that 
has to do with the life and death of people, their health and 
comfort. It is closely allied to the professions of medicine 
and surgery, which do so much to prolong our lives and to 
ease our pain and suffering. Indeed, the competent physician 
used of necessity to be a surgeon and pharmacist as well, and 
is now in some parts of the land. But with the growth and 
expansion of medicine and surgery, the specialization of phar- 
macy has become necessary. 

The State has recognized that the welfare of the people 
requires that only those specially trained and prepared should 
be permitted to practice pharmacy. Its members have been, 
as it were, set apart from their fellowmen, with certain rights 
and privileges and corresponding duties, and no man can be 
permitted to join their ranks except by license and certificate 
‘of fitness from the accredited officials of the State. 

Pharmacy has risen to the dignity of a profession. To 
practice it successfully requires a high degree of intelligence, 
and those are best fitted for it who commence its practice with 
scientifically trained minds. You may be able to pick up a 
superficial knowledge of it in any drug store, by actual practice, 
by observation of what others do in the same store; but it is 
very apt to be obtained at the expense of the health, perhaps 
of the lives of the people who rely upon you. 

One of the first cases I had was against a druggist who 
had given corrosive sublimate in mistake for some harmless 
white powder, I have forgotten its name, prescribed for a 
baby; the baby died. 

Knowledge of a profession acquired by entering upon its 
practice without previous preparation or training .is usually 
incomplete, and only in rare instances do those who thus ac- 
quire it rise to its highest walks, and then only after infinite 
and unnecessary toil and labor and sacrifice; after mistakes 
and misfortunes that would mostly have been avoided if the 
mind had been properly trained in the beginning. 

In these days of sharp competition in all lines of profes- 
sional and business life, scientific training becomes all impor- 
tant if we would not be left in the race and be simply counted 
among those who “also ran” or started. Of course, training 
is not everything, there must be something to train. But other 
things being equal, the trained man will always win over the 
untrained one. 

The athlete when the race or game is over may break train- 
ing, relax his muscles and take his ease. But for the profes- 
sional man the race is never over; he can never break train- 
ing; if he does, he is distanced in the race and no subsequent 
efforts will regain him his lost place. 

So do not think for a moment that with your graduation 
your studies are ended. You have merely laid the foundation 
for your life work and placed yourself in a position to pursue 
it intelligently. 

Your profession, like every other, is a growing, expanding 
profession. You may help it grow and expand, placing and 
keeping yourself in the front ranks, or you may be carried 
along by those who do, receiving much but contributing noth- 
ing. A mere knowledge of those things to be found between 
the covers of books treating exclusively upon pharmacy will 
hot place you in the front rank of your profession. A knowl- 
edge of correlated subjects should be acquired, unless you are 
content to spend your life in the mechanical work of putting 
together ingredients according to formulas prepared by others. 
I think we may fairly look to the pharmacists of the future 
for new remedies, for the eradication of disease, the relief of 
pain and the prolongation of life; and for that purpose a 
knowledge of the human system and by what means it can be 
affected; a knowledge of the products of nature and their 
effects upon the human system; a knowledge of chemistry and 
What can be produced by it, all seem to me to be necessary 
to a pharmacist of the first rank. 

‘Address delivered before the graduating class of the Albany Col- 
lege of Pharmacy Albany, N. Y., on March 31. 
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There are specialties in your profession—do not begin to 
devote yourself to one too early in your career. First acquire 
a good all round knowledge of your profession, then if you 
want to specialize do so. You cannot become a first-class spe- 
cialist without a general all round professional knowledge. 

It is quite common on occasions of this character to say 
something in regard to the ethics of the profession whose 
members you are addressing. 

Every profession has a code of ethics peculiar to itself. 
Your profession is as yet so young that it probably has as yet 
no well defined code of ethics of its own. Such codes are 
growths rather than creations; they take time to develop. 
Then, too, there is in your case perhaps an embarrassment, 
arising from the fact that to most of you pharmacy will mean 
both a profession and a business. But there are certain rules 
that apply both to professional and business men. 

The cardinal one is honesty in all things. But simple hon- 
esty is not enough, it may be not only excessively disagree- 
able to others, but a positive detriment to the possessor. It 
should not be paraded or advertised. It should not be limited 
to simply refraining from depriving others of their money or 
property. It should be of that kind which carefully refrains 
from intruding upon the rights or feelings of others: in re- 
fraining from doing to others that which you would not have 
them do to you. But it should at all times be accompanied 
by that wisdom which will prevent others from “ doing” you. 
That is to say, while honest and tender of the rights of others, 
do not be a “chump” and forget your own. 

Do not interfere with or trench upon the domain of your 
sister professions, medicine and surgery. While you may prop- 
erly give first aid to the sick and wounded, let your services 
be only rendered before, and until, medical or surgical attend- 
ance can be secured. 

Do not give or receive commissions for business ‘received 
or business sent. The custom is degrading, and almost if not 
quite dishonest. It is to an extent a fraud upon the doctor’s 
or surgeon’s patients and your customers. Each has a right 
to rely upon the products of your professional skill being fur- 
nished at their fair value without being enhanced in price by 
bribes or tips. Do not place or allow yourself to be placed in 
the same class with the corner grocer, paying commissions to 
the cook or butler upon the orders for groceries purchased for 
use in their employer’s household. 

Do not allow yourself to become unduly possessed by the 
desire for gain, the spirit of “ commercialism,” so called. I am 
not one of those who decry this desire for gain; it is only to 
be reprobated when carried to excess. 

The love of gain, the desire to better one’s material condi- 
tion for the benefit of one self or family, was implanted in us 
by Divine Providence for some good purpose; the very selfish- 
ness of man, his love of ease and luxury and of power and the 
desire of acquiring that which will give him all these things, 
has contributed to the advancement of civilization and the bet- 
terment of mankind. 

Commercialism kept alive intellectual activity, and the spirit 
of civilization in Europe after the overthrow of the Grecian 
and Roman civilizations. It seized India, and gave it such 
peace and prosperity as has not before been known in historic 
times. It has taken possession of Egypt and restored to it a 
prosperity unknown since the time of the Pharaohs. It opened 
the closed ports of Japan, and introduced an awakening and 
vivifying spirit that has placed it among the civilized nations 
of the world. It has opened up in the dark continent of Afric: 
regions hitherto unknown to civilized man since Ophir coa- 
tributed its gold to decorate and beautify the temple of Solo- 
mon. It has entered China, and is slowly leavening that for 
ages inert mass, and in gigantic throes and struggles, in shock- 
ing scenes of bloodshed, that great indestructible nation is 
again resuming the slow march of civilization, checked and 
interrupted when our ancestors were unlettered and painted 
barbarians. 

While this spirit of commercialism, the desire for gain, has 
done so much for progress and civilization, it has also been 
productive of great wrongs and the ruin of countless thousands. 
Do not give way to it until it controls you and the acquisition 
of money becomes your principal aim in life. Be content with 
the fair legitimate profits and emoluments of your business 
and profession. 

Let the articles you place upon the market be pure and un- 
adulterated; your compounds, elixirs, essences and medicines 
what they purport to be, nothing more, nothing less; in no 
false garb and with no false representation or pretense as to 
what they can accomplish. Do not lend your professional name 
or aid to the concoction of quack medicines, the cure alls that 
appeal to the distressed and suffering ignorant, and by fraudu- 
lent pretenses rob them of their hard earned means. 

The man who trades upon suffering and distress and takes 
money from the pockets of the poor under pretense that his 
worthless and sometimes harmful concoctions will preserve 
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the lives or relieve the sufferings of the purchasers or their 
loved ones, is not in the same class with the green goods man 
or bunco steerer, but beneath them. 

Avoid all “ get-rich-quick-schemes.” 
rob or are robbed by them. 

Make your life a full one. Every man owes a duty to his 
Maker, and to himself, to make the very best of the faculties 
with which he has been endowed. For the next 30 years you 
should be growing men. 

Deo not let your minds be idle. You cannot stand still; you 
must go forward or fall behind. No true man can live for 
himself alone. As a rule, selfishness defeats itself. You must 
be something more than merely a good pharmacist. You must 
be a good neighbor, an ever helping hand in time of need. 

You must also be a good citizen. That means something 
more than merely obeying the laws and paying your taxes. 
The success of a Government like ours depends upon the active, 
intelligent interest taken in public affairs by its best citizens. 
Not a spasmodic interest, taken only when some measure is 
threatened or some act done that threatens to affect your per- 
son or property, but a continuing interest. 

Every professional man owes to the State an example of 
good citizenship. In addition, every man owes a duty to his 
profession, to advance it and make it more useful and re- 
spected; perchance lack of ability or opportunity will prevent 
your doing either, but you can at least so conduct yourself as 
to bring no stain upon its fame or bring it into disrepute. 

And in conclusion, young men, so conduct yourselves in all 
the relations of life that in your declining years, with all your 
past revealed to them, you can look your wives and children in 
the eves unflinchingly and unashamed. 


As a rule, you either 


Engineers Against the Metric System 


At the annual meeting of the American Society of Mechan- 
ical Engineers, held in New York last December, at which F. 
A. Halsey read a paper on The Metric System (see AMERICAN 
Drucaist, December 8, 1902, p. 368), in which he attempted to 
prove that the metric system had proved to be a failure, even 
in those countries—particularly France and Germany—in which 
its use had been compulsory for many years, the following re- 
port on the metric system was submitted by a committee of 
the association: 

“The common sense of mankind has taught them that 
in all systems of measurement, convenience of furming 
mental conceptions, convenience of expression, whether 
verbal or written, convenience of computation and con- 
venience of memory, all require that intervals, distances 
and dimensions shall be expressed in terms of the largest 
suitable unit, supplemented by smaller units when neces- 
sary. 

“The circle is divided into degrees, minutes and sec- 
onds; time is expressed in years, months, days, hours, 
minutes and seconds. By English speaking peoples 
geographical measurement is expressed in miles and binary 
divisions of the mile. Land measurement is expressed in 
rods, yards, feet and inches. In cloth measurement and 
in civil engineering works our unit is the yard with its 
binary divisions. In monetary divisions the English em- 
ploy three units: Pounds, shillings and pence. We have 
two units: The dollar and cent. 

“In all these measurements the principle observed is 
to employ the largest unit until it becomes necessary to 
resort to the smaller ones. In conformity with this prin- 
ciple we, in common with all English speaking people, em- 
ploy in mechanical measurements two units, the foot and 
inch, and the division of the latter by continual bisection. 
We also employ decimal divisions of the inch when neces- 
sary, but not otherwise, finding the binary divisions more 
convenient for general use. It will be observed that in all 
systems, except the metric, these units and all their binary 
divisions have distinctive names, and so are presented to 
the mind as concrete realities. 

“In defiance of the principles above stated the metric 
system requires the designer and constructor of machinery 
to employ a single unit, and that the smallest possible, the 
millimeter, nearly 0.04 inch, and to express all dimensions 
——- of this unit and to employ the decimal system 
only. 

“A comparison of the English and French systems of 
linear measurement shows as follows: The French sys- 
tem consists of a single arbitrary unit, the meter, and 
decimal divisions and multiples of this unit. To this single 
unit and this single system of division the metric system is 
limited. The English system consists of five units in com 


mon use, which are adapted to all dimensions and dis- 
tances, from the smallest to the largest; and the two sys- 
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tems of division, the decimal system and the binary system. 

The decimal system meets all requirements that any deci- 

mal system could do. 

“A binary system is found so much the more convenient 
that it is employed exclusively to express divisions of miles, 
rods and yards. The foot we divide into inches. We then 
return to binary divisions of the inch and employ this sys- 
tem for all ordinary uses, resorting, as already observed, 
to decimal divisions of the inch only when we are obliged 
to. The two systems work in perfect harmony. The rea- 
son for this universal preference of the binary system lies 
in this valuable feature. Its smaller divisions are aliquot 
parts of all larger divisions of the unit, and conversely the 
latter are all multiples of the former. It is thus seen to be 
the natural system of division—continual bisection. 

“In addition to this, and founded upon the interesting 
relation between the two engineering units, the foot and 
the inch, we have a remarkable system of scales, the valu- 
able general feature of which is a mutual interrelation 
similar to that between binary divisions of any unit, as 
above noted. 

“These great advantages, palpable to every one, in the 
judgment of your committee, render it certain that before 
the close of this century the English system of measure- 
ment will come into universal use, and when the metric 
system, so far as measurements are concerned, will, as its 
supposed scientific foundation has already, have disap- 
peared.” 

The committee presented the following resolutions, which 
were accepted: 

Resolved, That the mechanical engineers of this country are 
the only parties competent to decide intelligently upon a sys- 
tem of measurements most suitable to their own use. 

Resolved, As for the bill now before Congress, providing 
that the metric system shall be the legal system of weights 
and measures in the United States, and making its use ob- 
ligatory in the Government departments, that, so far as it 
affects mechanical measurements, conceived in ignorance, it 
is simply absurd. 





Prescription Ownership in France. 


A writer in the Répertoire de Pharmacie comments upon the 
various articles that have appeared recently in France on this 
subject, and gives the views of “ A Country Pharmacist,” as he 
signs himself, on this question. Tbe usual understanding is 
that the prescription belongs to the customer, save in instances 
in which the dose is, or seems to be, excessive. In these cases 
the pharmacist refers to the physician for a confirmation of the 
dose prescribed, and if this has been obtained delivers the pre- 
scription, upon demand, to the customer, taking a copy of the 
order for his own record. If the dose is excessive it may be 
safer to keep the prescription and to give a copy to the cus- 
tomer. 

The author believes that this custom should be abolished, as 
it is detrimental to the interest of the profession. A royal de- 
cree in 1846 prescribed that all prescriptions should be stamped 
with the seal of the pharmacy where they have been prepared, 
dated with the date of dispensing and numbered, before they are 
given to the customer. The number must correspond to the 
number of their entry into a register. This law is still in force 
in France, and yet it is violated, especially by the “ cutters ” in 
the large cities. These men do not apply any seal to the pre- 
scription, and dispense the prescriptions that bear another 
pharmacy’s seal at lower rates, without being discovered and 
proved guilty of the offense. The number which was former- 
ly employed on all prescriptions, for similar reasons, is begin- 
ning to disappear, giving place to abbreviations especially de- 
vised in each store. The author recommends, therefore, that 
the law as to the affixing of the stamp or seal of a pharmacy 
en every prescription after it has been dispensed be enforced. 
In this way “cutters” could be traced, and those who reduce 
prices on prescriptions will be known to the trade. 
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A New Reaction for Cholesterine is given by Hirsch- 
sohn (Pharmaceutische Centrathalle, 1902, p. 357). If 
a solution of cholesterine be treated with a solution of 
nine parts of trichloracetic acid and one part of water, the 
crystals disappear, and in their place a deep violet liquid 
appears. The reaction takes several hours to appear fully 
in the cold, but it is more rapid with the aid of heat. It 
is due to the hydrochloric acid which is produced from 
the trichloracetic acid in the presence of water. 


Reaction of Quinine Bisulphate.—Carlinfanti (Bollet- 
tino Chimico Farmaceutico, 1902, p. 748) describes a 
modification of Kerner’s method of testing quinine bisul- 
phate. Gm. 5 of the salt are to be dissolved in from 40 to 
50 Cc. of alcohol by heating to about 50 degrees C. A 
slight excess of a saturated solution of barium hydrate 
is then added until the mixture is faintly alkaline to lit- 
mus. The mixture is maintained at a temperature of 
about 50 degrees for some time, filtered and evaporated 
on the water-bath. The remainder of the test is executed 
as usual with this process. 


Tachiol or Silver Fluoride as an Antiseptic is recom- 
mended by Pérez (Répertoire de Pharmacie, February 
10, 1903, page 71.)—This salt is colorless, crystalline and 
transparent, and becomes yellow or even black in the air. 
It is used in solutions of from I: 1000 to I: 5000 in 
strength in the treatment of wounds and in cystitis and 
blenorrhagia. Its antiseptic properties are said to be 
superior to those of carbolic acid and equal to those of 
corrosive mercuric chloride. A disadvantage of this new 
agent is that it stains linen, but the stain can be made to 
disappear “vy washing in a solution of potassium cyanide, 
or with corrosive mercuric chloride. 


The Urinary Relations of Formaldehyde.—Dr.’ Wal- 
ter G. Smith (Practitioner, February; New York Medi- 
cal Journal, April 4) in Notes on Urinary Chemistry 
says that to the clinical physician the relationship of 
formaldehyde to urine presents three points of practical 
interest: (1) It yields with urea a white precipitate 
(probably methylene-urea), which might easily be mis- 
taken for leucin. (2) If present in urine, formaldehyde 
will reduce the copper test, and so introduces a fallacy in 
testing for sugar. (3) Formaldehyde interferes with the 
detection of small amounts of albumin by means of heat 
and acetic acid. 


A Reaction for Arsenic.—De Jong (Zeitschrift fiir 
Analytische Chemie, 1902, page 596), noticed that stan- 
nous chloride is soluble in ether, and that it can be used 
instead of Bettendorf’s reagent for testing various sub- 
stances for the presence of arsenic. The new reagent is 
prepared by dissolving Gm. 25 of stannous chloride in 
Ce. 100 of ether and Cc. 20 of hydrochloric acid. The 
clear liquid is decanted, and when required an equal vol- 
ume of the solution to be tested is heated with the reagent 
for a minute to 40 degrees C. A brownish-red ring at 
the level of contact of the two liquids indicates the pres- 
ence of arsenic. In this manner 0.02 milligrammes of 
arsenic may be detected with certainty. The presence of 
sulphuric acid does not interfere with this reaction. 


A Reaction for Hydrastinine.—Jorissen (Journal de 
Pharmacie de’ Li¢ge, November 1902) found that it was 
possible to distinguish hydrastinine from other alkaloids 
of its group by means of Nessler’s reagent. (An alkaline 
solution of potassium-mercuric-iodide.) On adding a 


drop of this reagent to a solution of hydrastinine a black 
precipitate is instantly formed. No such reaction is ob- 
served, on the contrary, with hydrastine, atropine, co- 
caine, aconitine, strychnine, brucine, pilocarpine, theo- 
bromine, caffeine, quinine, cinchonine, sparteine, nicotine, 
emetine, narcotine, narceine and papaverine. On the 
other hand, morphine and apomorphine, as may be ex- 
pected, produce such a precipitate in virtue of the reduc- 
tion of the metallic mercury. Picrotoxine also reduces 
Nessler’s reagent. 


Estimation of Ethyl Alcohol in Essences and Medic- 
inal Preparations. By T. E. Thorpe and John Holmes.— 
The authors (Proc. Chem. Soc.) described a method of 
estimating ordinary alcohol in essences and medicinal 
preparations containing essential oils and volatile sub- 
stances, such as ether, chloroform, benzaldehyde, cam- 
phor, compound ethers and which has been used for some 
time past in the Government Laboratory [Great Britain], 
and which has been found to be both accurate and of very 
general applicability. It is as follows: 25 Cc. of the sam- 
ple, measured at 15.5 degrees, are mixed with water in 
a separator to a bulk of from 100 to 150 Cc., and com- 
mon salt is added in sufficient quantity to saturate the 
liquid. The mixture is now shaken vigorously for five 
minutes with from 50 to 80 Cc. of light petroleum boiling 
below 60 degrees, and after standing for about half an 
hour the lower layer is drawn off into another separator, 
extracted, if necessary, a second time with petroleum, and 
then introduced into a distillation flask. Meanwhile, the 
petroleum layers are washed successively with 25 Cc. of 
saturated brine, the washings added to the main bulk, 
which is neutralized if necessary, and then distilled, and 
the distillate made up to 100 Cc. and its relative density 
determined at the standard temperature in the usual man- 
ner. The results thus obtained require a small correc- 
tion from the circumstance that, as the alcohol present is 
distilled into four times its initial volume, the errors of 
the spirit tables are necessarily quadrupled. 


Crystallized Hydrogen Dioxide —A method of manu- 
facturing hydrogen dioxide in crystalline form is de- 
scribed in the Pharmaceutische Centralhalle, and quoted 
in the Répertoire de Pharmacie for February 10, 1903, 
page 78. More and more concentrated solutions of hy- 
drogen dioxide have been manufactured, until recently, a 
solid form has been obtained. A solid mass of hydrogen 
dioxide may be obtained on cooling a concentrated solu- 
tion by means of methyl chloride. Ifa concentrated solu- 
tion—95 or 96 per cent. of hydrogen dioxide—be added 
to this solid mass, and cooled to 8 or 10 degrees C. below 
zero, there will be an abundant formation of crystals. 
By removing the mother liquor and by recrystallizing a 
hydrogen dioxide completely devoid of water may be ob- 
tained. If a little platinum powder be added to crystal- 
line hydrogen dioxide, a violent reaction occurs, which 
may even produce an explosion. Powdered charcoal and 
magnesia also light on coming into contact with the crys- 
tal. A few drops of hydrogen dioxide in this concen- 
trated form placed upon wool or on a sponge causes the 
ignition of these substances. Hydrogen dioxide produces 
a dark yellow reaction, with titanium sulphate in solutions 
of 1 part in 180,000 parts. 


The Preparation of Sterilized Gelatin for Injections. 
—Dr. Stich (Pharmaceutische Centralhalle, February 5, 
1903), describes a method of preparing gelatin for sub- 
cutaneous injections. The question as to the best method 
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of preparing these injections has given rise to a consider- 
able amount of discussion of late on account of the occur- 
rence of a number of cases of lockjaw, due to infected 
gelatin employed in this manner. The author recom- 
mends that a stream of carbonic acid gas be passed 
through the gelatin for from three to four hours at a 
temperature of from 36 to 38 degrees C., and that the 
gelatin be afterward sterilized fractionally after the ad- 
dition of 0.5 per cent. of carbolic acid. The purpose of 
excluding the air from the gelatin for a long period of 
time is to promote the development of any spores that 
may have been present. The amount of carbolic acid in- 
dicated above is not too great, for a part of it is evap- 
orated during the sterilization, and no effects that could 
be attributed to carbolic acid have been observed after 
the use of hundreds of injections. The author recom- 
mends that pharmacists make a study of these gelatin 
injections and of other new methods of treatment, so as 
to meet the demand of the physicians. 


The Preparation of Oily Collyria, By Dr. Albert Ter- 
son. (dRépertoire de Pharmacie, January 10, 1903.)— 
Eye drops prepared with oil have been employed con- 
siderably of late, although their employment has been 
severely criticised by some authors. The oily collyrium 
with eserine, 1 per cent., cannot be replaced by any other, 
according to the author. Prepared with all the precau- 
tions indicated below, this collyrium has considerable 
advantages over aqueous solutions. In order to avoid 
oxidation of the eserine the following mode of procedure 
should be adopted in the preparation of the solution: 
The alkaloid is first dissolved in a little pure ether and 
then the oil (usually olive oil) is mixed with the ethereal 
solution. The mixture is then kept at a temperature of 
45 degrees C. over a water-bath until all traces of ether 
have disappeared. The solution thus obtained does not 
undergo decomposition. In order to sterilize the oil it is 
washed in strong alcohol, so as to deprive it of fatty 
acids, the two substances being allowed to remain in con- 
tact with each other for several days. The oil is then 
decanted and sterilized by heating it for ten minutes or 
so at a temperature of 120 degrees C. If the temperature 
indicated be not exceeded, no irritating substances will 
be formed. The pure alkaloid must be employed in pre- 
paring this solution in oil, as the salts of the alkaloid are 
not soluble in this medium. The solutions must be pre- 
pared with the aid of heat. The advantages of an oily 
solution of eserine in eye work are that the solution 
does not undergo decomposition ; is not transformed into 
rubresine; it remains perfectly aseptic and never changes 
color. Patients who cannot tolerate eserine in aqueous 
solution can bear the application of oily solutions without 
any inconvenience. 


Liquid “ Antiseptic” Soaps.—Paul Antoine (L’Union 
Pharmaceutique, February 15, 1903) speaks of the vari- 
ous methods of preparing liquid “ antiseptic ” soaps for 
the use of surgeons and physicians. The pharmacist has 
an opportunity to prepare such a soap not only for the 
use of his physician-customers, but also for the general 
public, as a liquid antiseptic soap is of great value in the 
sick room and in the care of the skin in general, provided 
it is prepared in the right way. The liquid soaps used in 
the hospitals for the most part are nothing but solutions 
of ordinary commercial soaps. In order to be of value 
a liquid soap must in the first place be as neutral as pos- 
sible. A caustic soap irritates the skin and produces 
erythemas on the hands of the surgeon. Besides, there 
is the secondary disadvantage of alkalinity in that it de- 
composes volatile oils, and thus destroys the perfume of 
the soap, if any has been added to the product. In addi- 
tion to an agreeable odor, these soaps should have every 


possible pleasing feature, such as a rich lather and a soft, 
smooth sensation imparted to the skin after its use. A 
perfect liquid soap should remain homogeneous for a 
long time. The ordinary liquid soaps are such only in 
name, for they are solutions of some soap or other that 
comes in the market in the hard state. The author found 
by experiment that only a relatively small amount of soap 
could thus be dissolved at best, and that if larger amounts 
were dissolved they gave a precipitate and became cloudy. 
The formula which he recommends in the present article 
was worked out by him for Segond at the Salpetriére 
Hospital, in Paris, after a series of experiments. In his 
opinion the oil which it is best to use in the manufacture 
of liquid soap is sweet almond oil, devoid of odor and 
very faintly colored. Olive oil, if it is of a light color and 
devoid of odor, is too expensive for this purpose. The 
oil of sweet almonds is to be made into a liquid soap with 
the aid of potassa and glycerin. The potassa should be 
pure, with as little carbonate in it as possible, the best 
kind being that which occurs in tablets or bars. The 
commercial potassa contains from 30 to 50 per cent. 
water and therefore, in order to obtain an accurate sa- 
ponification, it is necessary to determine the purity of the 
potassa by titration. The ordinary glycerin of 30 degrees 
Baumé was that which the author employed in the manu- 
facture of the liquid soaps. It need not be absolutely 
pure, but in using it a certain amount of judgment is 
required, for if too little be used the soap will not have 
the requisite viscosity, while if too much be added the 
separation of the excess of fats is interfered with and the 
latter remain in the soap and become rancid. The follow- 
ing formula may be employed for the manufacture of 
liquid soap: 


Caustic potash (70 per cent. KOH)......... Gm. 50 
CT eens 1) ay, Gm. 200 
Glycerin, at G0° Baume... sc .eccescess Gm. 100 
Distilled water, enough to make............ Gm. 1000 


The potassa is dissolved in double its weight of water, and 
the oil and glycerin are added. The whole is mixed in 
the cold by frequent shaking. The rest of the water may 
now be gradually added, and the saponification completed 
on a water-bath. If an oven is available which can be 
regulated to about 65 degrees C., glass stoppered bottles 
filled with this mixture can be placed in it and left to 
stand for two days, shaking from time to time. When 
the process of saponifi¢ation is complete the product is 
perfectly clear, but there is a layer of white emulsion on 
top—the unsaponified fats. The soap, which can be sepa- 
rated from the floating fat by a siphon, is still too firm 
for use and should be reduced to the proper consistency 
by mixing with alcohol, which at the same time allows 
the addition of essential oils. The following formula 
has been devised by the author for the finished product: 


Liquid soap, prepared as above described. .... Gin. 900 
ORORNA TO TISUERUNEL «55:0 2 Sw ns <i 0s 'a/b.c ese ewan Gm. 70 
al OF BEMON: .... 26:6... LSet eee wees acme’ Gm. 10 
SO ts PEPIN is wins s,s oe aware knw ein meeie mm. 10 
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The preparation is heated in the stove for a few hours 
at a temperature of 60 degrees C., and then is kept in a 
cool place. If minute scales appear in the soap, render- 
ing it slightly cloudy, they should be filtered out through 
cotton, and the filtrate will be found to remain perfectly 
clear. The crystals consist of potassium stearate. 

As an antiseptic the author recommends the addition 
of one gramme of betanaphthol per kilogram of the soap, 
but this is not necessary, as surgeons use liquid soaps as 
detergents and not as antiseptics, relying upon subse-: 
quent washing in solutions of mercuric chloride, etc., for 
antisepsis. 
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Queries and Answers 


We shal! be glad, in this department, to respond to calls for information on all pharmaceutic matters. 





Wood Alcohol in Tinctures.—H. A. D. writes: 
“In the last issue of the AMERICAN Druccist, under the 
heading Adulterated Tinctures, you comment [adversely | 
on the fact that in some cases methyl alcohol was used in 
making tincture of iodine. Is there anything wrong in 
that? I am not aware that iodine is ever used internally. 
You would be doing the profession a favor if you would 
publish a list of the preparations in which methyl or re- 
fined wood alcohol could be used.” 

It is well known that wood alcohol is particularly un- 
suited for the manufacture of iodine. A tincture so pre- 
pared possesses irritating properties of a kind that are 
not observed in tincture of iodine made from grain or 
ethyl alcohol. Some consider that the irritation so pro- 
duced is. due to the formation of formaldehyde and formic 
acid by the action of iodine on wood alcohol or some of 
its impurities. It was the knowledge of this fact that 
prompted us to frown upon its use for the manufacture 
of tincture of iodine. However, the surreptitious use of 
wood alcohol for grain alcohol in any medicinal prepara- 
tion is to be condemned, especially where the preparation 
is standardized by the United States Pharmacopceia. 
There is, of course, a legitimate use for wood alcohol in 
liniments, lotions, toilet washes and similar preparations 
intended for external application, and for which no official 
formulas exist. 


The Removal of Fruit Stains.—E. J. L. writes: 
‘Being in the drug business I often have goods of vari- 
ous kinds brought in to me to have stains removed. 
Sometimes I succeed, but more often fail. Is there any- 
thing which can be used on colored goods to take out 
fruit, wine and similar stains that will not decolorize or 
injure the fabric?” 

Wine and fruit stains are best removed from delicate 
colored goods by washing in hot soap suds to which a 
small or larger quantity of Javelle water is added (as the 
fabric is more or less delicate), rinsing in water in which 
a little cleansing solution has been added, as ammonia, 
and finally washing in a large quantity of clear water. 
The stains in question can be removed from white goods 
by dipping them in Javelle water and immediately follow- 
ing the disappearance of the stain by a thorough washing 
in clear watet. A useful series of notes on cleansing 
compounds for removing all kinds of stains was pub- 
lished in the AMERICAN Drucaist for July 10, 1894, on 
page 7. 


Quinine and Jaborandi Hair Lotions.—A. R. 
G. propounds the following: (1) Why are quinine and 
iaborandi so frequently coupled; does one increase the 
efficacy of the other? (2) Is there any method of dis- 
solving completely quinine sulphate so as to avoid the 
usual filtering process? (3) If extract of jaborandi alone 
is used what proportion would you suggest to the ounce? 
(4) Would jaborandi used in excess injure the hair? 

(1) While aware of the fact that quinine and jaborandi 
are frequently combined in hair lotions, we are unable to 
account for the reputation which the combined drugs en- 
joy as hair tonics. Quinine is popularly believed to have 
a tonic effect on the roots of the hair, and we think it has 
been demonstrated that jaborandi does have an action in 
promoting the growth of the hair. As to whether one 
increases the efficacy of the other we are unable to say. 

(2) In order to effect the complete solution of the 
quinine and obviate the necessity of filtration alcohol must 


be employed in sufficient quantity to dissolve it. As the 
alkaloid of jaborandi is credited with all the properties of 
an extract or tincture of the plant a salt of pilocarpine 
could be substituted to advantage where it was desired 
to wholly obviate the danger of clouding or precipitation 
which accompanies the use of the fluid extract and tinc- 
ture. 

(3) The fluid extract of jaborandi is never used alone 
but always in combination with other ingredients which 
are supposed to exert a stimulating effect upon the roots 
of the hair. The proportion commonly employed is 3i to 
a 4-ounce mixture ; tincture of jaborandi is used in double 
this amount. 

(4) We are not prepared to say if jaborandi used in 
excess would injure the hair. The action of injections 
of pilocarpine on the hair in one reported case changed 
the color from blond to black, and in another case caused 
rapid growth. It is generally understood that, apart from 
the specific diaphoretic action for which pilocarpine is 
used in medicine, the drug possesses the peculiar property 
of changing the color of the hair from a light to a darker 
shade, besides stimulating its growth. 


Rubber Cement.—N. S. K.—A large variety of 
formulas for preparations of this character have been 
printed in previous numbers. You neglect to say to what 
particular purpose you wish to put the cement. The or- 
dinary rubber cement consists of a solution of India rub- 
ber and mastic in either carbon tetrachloride, chloroform 
or carbon disulphide, the latter solvent being preferred 
by some on account of its relative cheapness. The follow- 
ing is the formula: 


India rubber 


Se CRT CSU TCL ERC ES Re eee gr. XV 
Carbon disulphide (chloroform or carbon 
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Another formula of like character is more intended 
for heavy work and has the following composition : 


300) a0 2100 Ce er, 2 
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Then there are the cements for bicycle tires, which 
consist of solutions of caoutchouc in carbon disulphide in 
the proportion of about 1 to 4. The mixture is allowed 
to macerate in a well covered vessel with occasional agi- 
tation during three or four-days. A good rubber cement 
for bicycle tires, either for uniting the tire to the rim or 
for dropping into tears or rips, is made as follows: 


Caoutchoue, in fine shreds................. 


3ij 
Resin 


TOY ae NE COT ET Rat Par Ie Eee ee gr. cx] 


Carbon disulphide, q. s. to dissolve. 


Soap Bubble Liquid.—S. A. B. asks for informa- 
tion in regard to preparations of soap for use in blowing 
soap bubbles, saying, “ Do you know of any preparation 
for making very large soap bubbles that will last for a 
fairly long time, or any recipe for making such prepara- 
tions?” 

The best soap bubble liquids consist of solutions of 
varying strength of Castile soap in rain water to which 
a little glycerin has been added. A palm oil soap is said 
to give even better results than Castile soap. The usual 
procedure is to dissolve the soap in distilled or rain water 
by simply agitating in the cold, using about 1 part of 
soap to 20 parts of water, and after solution is effected 
adding one-half part of glycerin. The Scientific Ameri- 
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can Cyclopedia of Receipts prints a somewhat quaint 
formula for a soap bubble liquid which it credits to Prof. 
Josiah P. Cooke, and from which it says “ grand soap 
bubbles can be blown.” The receipt is as follows: 

“ Procure a quart bottle of clear glass and some of 
the best white Castile soap (or, still better, pure palm 
oil soap). Cut the soap (about 4 ounces) into thin shav- 
ings, and having put them: into the bottle, fill it up with 
distilled or rain water, and shake it well together. Repeat 
the shaking until you get a saturated solution of soap. 
If on standing the solution settles perfectly clear, you are 
prepared for the next step; if not, pour off the liquid and 
add more water to the same shavings and shake as before. 
The second trial will hardly fail to give you a clear solu- 
tion. Then add to two volumes of soap solution one 
volume of pure concentrated glycerin.” 


The Twitchell Acidimeter.— P. writes: “Can 
you tell us who manufactures the Twitchell Acidimeter 
for determining the acidity of wines and grape juice, and 
also whether it is considered a reliable instrument?” 

This instrument, which is chiefly used for determin- 
ing the acidity of vinegar, is manufactured by most scien- 
tific instrument makers and can be purchased in this city 
through Queen & Co., 59 Fifth avenue, at the price of 
$12.00. As to the reliability of the Twitchell Acidimeter, 
we believe that it is considered as accurate as anyof the in- 
struments of this kind in use, and it is as much used for 
the special purpose to which it is applied as any similar 
instrument. 

Silver Polish.— H. A. D.—Various formulas are 
extant for preparations bearing this name. As types of 
liquid silver polishes the following may be instanced: 


& 
Parts 
EE nn cance Reber s aan soe ten ae sees 6 
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REE ee 1 tr tee ror ee ry ee 9 
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Plate powder, or silver polishing powder, consists 
usually of precipitated chalk alone, though mixtures of 
chalk and crocus powder, or 5 or 10 per cent. of mer- 
cury with chalk (gray powder) are occasionally recom- 
mended. The addition of mercury in any form to silver 
polishing powders is objectionable, as it wears away the 
silver through amalgamation. Precipitated silica and 
calcium phosphate make excellent plate powders. The 
following formulas are by MacEwan: 


if 
DD So eG kine Chae asad Keke o6 Kaduna h saa eee Oe 
Heavy carbonate of magnesia...................5viij 
Pe ae ae rere Th.i 


Triturate the rouge with 2 ozs. of the chalk for five 
minutes and gradually add the rest of the powders. Sift 
three times. 


Il. 
ND ks bas sb sek ee sidie wives ian e's e's Se Sate 3i 
Heavy carbonate of magnesia....................5iV 
Calcium phosphate or precipitated silica......... Th. i 


Prepare in a similar manner to No. I. 
A superior polishing paste for silver is made after 
the following formula: 
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Parts 
Pe EEMIIR og hisses ne wsnssinl ODA Sk oe sense 6 
RID MITE ire sac a eins eA bos eie pm ae ees wm eee 3 
CR NE EE gs cas Wels a aisle Woe Siplebie Shee 3 
IN gs oe ee Pane no ees ba keane ws see ae 3 
SNE, SAGAS eis oS ooo Kn one easu's be osoey su 5s. s eh see ee 45 


The first four ingredients, all in impalpable powder, 
are mixed together and intimately incorporated with the 
soap, which has been previously moistened with water 
and liquefied by heat. The hot mixture is poured into 
molds and allowed to cool. It is then cut into small cubes. 





Correspondence. 


A Card from Dr. Robinson. 


To the Editor: 

Sir,—With a feeling of keen pleasure | read the ebul- 
litions of my good friends Dr. Muir, Dr. Anderson, Dr. 
Golding, etc., etc. Their explosion showed in the plainest 
manner possible two things: First, that my exposé went 
to the right spot, and, second, that my statement was per- 
fectly correct, and that their side was very weak. “ It is 
the truth that hurts.” 

The trick of abusing the attorney on the other side 
when your case is weak is so old that I am surprised my 
opponents did not think of something more original. 
Now, really, if I made misstatements, if I “ twisted” 
facts, why not come out and show in plain language 
wherein my misstatements consisted? Why not show 
what facts I twisted? Instead of doing this, my op- 
ponents are ransacking the dictionary for opprobrious 
epithets. No, gentlemen, abuse is no argument. The 
two points which formed the entire gist of my letter 
namely, that the pharmacy colleges are the only colleges 
that have no entrance examinations whatsoever, and that 
it is both abnormal and disgraceful that the college men 
should also constitute the licensing board (a condition 
unheard of in any other profession)—those two points 
not a single person dared to attempt to either discuss or 
explain. All in one voice they exclaim: “ Look at the 
source from which the attack emanates.” “Dr. Robinson 
has interested motives,” etc. 

Now it would have been an easy matter to have a 
friend of mine, John Smith, sign that famous letter, 
which promises to become historical. Would the state- 
ments therein have been more true on account of it? 
Truth is true, no matter who proclaims it, and falsehood 
is false even in the mouth of a prophet. I might add in 
conclusion that not one-tenth has been said in that letter 
to the Times that could be said, and that shall be said in 
due time; and further, I am well aware that there are 
some good men in both colleges truly interested in the 
advancement of pharmacy, but those men have nothing 
to do with the management of the affairs. Two of those 
college professors have gone to the trouble of informing 
me that they are in full sympathy with what they are 
pleased to term my noble work. 

Faithfully yours, 
Ws. J. Rontnson, Pu.G., M.D. 

117-119 East 128TH STREET, 

New York, March 24, 1903. 








President Brundage Wants to Know. 


The following is the copy of a letter which was sent on 
March 26 by President Brundage of the State Board of Phar- 
macy to Dr. Wm. J. Robinson, the editor of the Medico-Phar- 
maceutical Critic and Guide: 

WILLIAM J. Ropinson, M.D., 
119 East 128TH Street, New York. 

DrarR Sir,—My attention has been attracted to an article 
on pages 70 and 71 of the March, 1903, issue of your Medico- 
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Pharmaceutical Critic and Guide, in which you refer to a 
Board of Pharmacy member as “a vile corruptionist,” and also 
imply that you know that member to be “ thoroughly venal.” 

In my capacity, as president of the State Board of Phar- 
macy, I hereby officially ask you to inform me of the name 
of the board member to which you refer, and of specific acts to 
which reference is made. Respectfully yours, 

ALBERT H. BRUNDAGE, 
President of the State Board of Pharmacy of the State of 
New York. 

1078 BUSHWICK AVENUE, BROOKLYN, N. Y. 

In an interview with a representative of the AMERICAN 
Druaaist, Dr. Brundage said: 

“Dr. Robertson has written me a letter in response to my 
letter, but he declined to respond with definiteness to my in- 
quiries. He claims that he gave no indications in his published 
statement that the board referred to was the New York board.” 





REVIEWS OF BOOKS. 


THE AMERICAN YEAR-BOOK OF MEDICINE AND SURGERY FOR 1903. 
A yearly Digest of Scientific Progress and Authoritative 
Opinions in all branches of Medicine and Surgery, drawn 
from journals, monographs and text-books of the leading 

_ American and foreign authors and investigators. Ar- 

ranged, with critical editorial comments, by eminent Amer- 

ican specialists, under the editorial charge of GEoRGE M. 

Goutp, A.M., M.D. In two volumes—Volume I, including 

General Medicine, octavo, 700 pages, fully illustrated ; 

Volume II., Gencral Surgery, octavo, 670 pages, fully illus- 

trated. Philadelphia, New York, London: W. B. SAUNDERS 

& Co., 1908. Per volume: Cloth, $3 net; Half Morocco, 

$3.75 net. 

We do not know of any similar publication, either 
American or foreign, that can compete in any way with 
this excellent Year-Book, published by W. B. Saunders 
& Co. It is not an indiscriminate collection of extracts 
clipped from any and every journal; the matter is care- 
fully selected, edited, and in numerous cases commented 
upon by the eminent authorities whom Dr. Gould has 
enlisted as his assistants. Every new theory and scien- 
tific discovery worthy of the consideration of the profes- 
sion has found a place in this unusually complete Year- 
Book, and the names of the several editors are sufficient 
guarantee of a proper discrimination. The work comes 
to us in the same dress as last year—in two volumes. 
Volume I contains “ General Medicine,” and Volume II 
“ General Surgery,” the volumes being sold separately if 
desired. As usual the illustrative feature is well taken 
care of, there being 11 full-page inserts, besides many 
excellent text cuts. We strongly recommend Saunders’ 
American Year-Book as the best work of its kind on the 
market. 





Books, Pamphlets, Etc., Received. 


The Anatomy of the Stem of Derris Uliginosa, Benth. An 
Eastern Fish Poison. By Pierre Félix Perrédés, B.Se., F.L.S. 
The Wellcome Chemical Research Laboratories, Snow Hill, 
London, E. C. 


The Chemistry of the Stem of Derris Uliginosa, Benth, An 
Eastern Fish Poison. By Frederick B. Power, Ph.D. The Well- 
come Chemical Research Laboratories, Snow Hill, London, E. C. 


The International Conference for the Unification of the 
Formule of Potent Medicaments. (Held at Brussels, Septem- 
ber 15-20, 1902.) By Frederick B. Power, Ph.D. The Wellcome 
Chemical Research Laboratories, Snow Hill, London, F. C. 


Proceedings of the National Wholesale Druggists’ Associa- 
tion, in convention at Hotel Del Monte, Monterey, Cal., Octo- 
ber 7, 8, and 9, 1902. Indianapolis: Joseph E. Toms, secretary. 


The Bottler’s Book,” catalogue No. 36 of the Liquid Car- 
bonie Acid Mfg. Company, Chicago, IIl., is a publication of 
Some 200 pages, containing illustrated descriptions and prices 
of a large variety of the apparatus and supplies used by bot- 
tlers of soda beverages. It is cne of the most useful cata- 
logues and price-lists f-r the trade that we have seen in a long 
time, , 


PHARMACEUTICAL RECORD. 
BUSINESS BUILDING. 


Conducted by U. G. Manning. 
The Department Editor will be pleased to criticise advertisements 


suggest improvements, and answer all questions coming 





within the scope of this debartment. 


OPENING DAYS. 
HERE are a good many people, including some of 
those who charge for advice, who think that in or- 
der to do good advertising it is necessary to be doing 
something unusual all the time; that noise and hurrah 
are necessarily a part of the campaign. Such ideas are 
always the product of the theorist and the amateur. 

The dry goods man can have a dozen openings or 
special occasions throughout the year because his busi- 
ness provides a basis for them. There are occasions 
when a druggist can advisedly go into this sort of thing, 
and the time to do it is when there is an abundant reason 
for it. 

The opening of a new or refurnished store, the start- 
ing of the fountain, the first display of holiday goods, 
an anniversary, etc., are suitable occasions; but to have 
« Rubber Goods Opening, an Easter or Fourth of July 
Opening, etc., is apt to be running the thing into the 
ground. 

When an affair of this kind is given there should be 
no stinting of expense; it should be done right or not at 
all. Whether or not it pays nearly always depends on 
whether there is adequate justification for it. If gone 
into merely to have “ something doing” it will not pay 
and the money spent can be better devoted to more legiti- 
mate if less spectacular methods of advertising. 


CRITICISM AND COMMENT. 
EDITOR BUSINESS BUILDING: 

You state in a recent issue of the AMERICAN Drueaist that 
2% per cent. of the receipts should be spent in advertising. I 
would feel obliged if you would inform me if you mean money 
spent on all forms of advertising or on printing only. 

CuHaAs. S. SCHUMANN. 

NEW York. 

The 2% per cent. should ordinarily cover everything 
—printing, distribution and advertising expense of all 
sorts. The above figure is based on the requirements 
of the average store; there are many things which may 
modify it. If the advertiser is in debt, if he lacks ex- 
perience in advertising, if he lacks the nerve to stick to 
his campaign in case the earlier results are not reassuring, 
it may be well for him to spend less. 

On the other hand, if he has no debts, if he has confi- 
dence in advertising and knows how to do it, he can often 
profitably spend more. 

Advertising is an investment, and those who have 
proved this or believe it without having proved it can 
frequently find reasons for spending considerably more 
than the figure stated. 

es 


A PROGRAMME AD. 


Tuthill’s Pharmacy, Middletown N. Y., send copy of 
programme furnished for a recent athletic meet. The 
matter used is all good and is well arranged. Not much is 
to be expected from advertising of this sort, but more 
returns are probable when, as in this instance, there are 
no other advertisers in the programme. 
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RURAL ROUTE TRADE, 


EpiIToR BUSINESS BUILDING: 
Inclosed find some samples of advertising. I am considered 
a good advertiser, just because your advice has been followed. 
The AMERICAN Drucaist is worth its subscription price for 


the Business Building Department alone. 
ERNST STALHUTH. 


COLUMBUS, IND. 

The principal circular inclosed was one addressed to 
people living along the rural mail routes and described 
what Mr. Stalhuth calls his Cash with Order Free De- 
livery System. He gives a list of half a hundred or more 
staple articles, including his own specialties, which he 
will deliver free to any one along the routes. The matter 
of ordering is simplified by instructions to check off on 
the list the articles wanted and then to inclose the list 
with cash in an envelope. 

It would be well, I think, to send a heavy addressed 
coin envelope with the circular. 

The circular is a good one and should be productive of 
results. 

Rural route trade will repay developing anywhere. 

Rural delivering is a success, it is extending rapidly 
and is bound to modify trade conditions. 

Enterprising druggists should use every effort to get 
all possible good out of it. 

es Fe 


AN ICE-CREAM FOLDER. 


From Siegfried & Cook, Pittsburgh, Pa., comes a 
neat little folder advertising ice cream. 

The arrangement of the folder could be improved, but 
the matter is excellent. It is as follows: 





| Frozen Sweets. 


It may be of interest to you to know that we are supplying 
by measure the same delicious Ice Creams and Ices that we 
serve at the fountain. 
{ Our modern Ice Cream Cabinet is so constructed as to keep 

the frozen sweets in nice hard condition, which accounts for a 
great portion of their goodness. 
‘ We can deliver Ice Cream at your home in convenient paper 
buckets, but would advise you to send a suitable vessel, which 
we can fill without packing so closely, making it nicer to serve 
at your table. 

We have at all times two or three different flavors, the as- 
sortment changing as the different fruits come into season. 

At present we are dispensing Strawberry, Pineapple and 
Vanilla at 40 cents a quart. 


SIEGFRIED & COOK, 
Druggists, 
Aiken Ave. and Walnut St. 











SOME CURRENT ADVERTISING. 


The ads shown in the next column are reduced to one- 
fourth their original size. 

No. 1 is a good ad, and while it will not be very read- 
able when reduced, it was in its original form very strik- 
ing as to display. The argument is also excellent. 

No. 2 is a good ad because it tells its story at a glance; 
it gets there whether the body of the ad is read or not. 

No. 3 is part of a Pennsylvania druggist’s ad upon his 
Cold Cure. 

No. 4 has a poor heading and little merit otherwise, 
but was conspicuous upon the page upon which it ap- 
peared. 

No. 5 is a good ad for the purpose for which intended. 
It reveals the character of the store better than most ads. 

No. 6 is simply but strongly displayed. It is the sort 


of an ad that will stand out, no matter where it is put. 
The bold heading and the white space do it. 





AMERICAN DRUGGIST AND PHARMACEUTICAL RECOxD. 





( ) ’ ’ In Wall... . No Cigars. 
uality Paper Counts No Soda Water, 
No Candy, 





We cater to the wants of physicians 
purses, and their patierts. In @ won 
we have endearored to make our » 


Drug Department 


Svch as pnysiolans will recommend, 
knowing their prescriptions will be 
Properly prepared as directed, and a 
drug store «here every one will feel 
Jhat he can get just what ts called for 
in thé Ihe Of Memsines acd, Invalid 
supplies of every descriptionf get it 
Promptly, and at the right peice. 

Having the patronage of physicians of 





4 The improvement ta artistic wall pa- 
per within recent years has been re- 
markable. This improvement bes, been 
accomplishe® by a cheapening of the 
cont. - It is now possible for people of 

moderate means to purchase artistic 





all paper with same expenditure of 
money Unat was necessary a few years 
ago for paper much inferior in quality 

if you are going to buy wall paper 
this spring, why not have the best? 
You can get that of us. We carry the 
largest and the choicest stock In the 
city Among ovr papers are Velvets, 
sUks and gigh grade tapestrfes--sott 
floral effects in the popotar patteras 








all schools of practice our stock in- 
cludes probably a larger variety of 
|remedies than any other store in the 
state. ‘and with a spacious laboratory 


fect an tettation of reat leather thet | —_—___! 
t ny to tetl 


but not so loud as to Grive one out of and store room (recently enlarged) you 
. ‘the room, leatbereties that are so per- | can nowhere be better served, 
— We solicit your orders for anything 





you need, e(ther Ja person, by mail or 
by telephone 


it requires the closest-scru 
them from the genuine. beautiful woot 
effects and imported papers. Our re- 
moval sale makes the moderate prices 


on these goods % lower than ever. J 
Drugetiste. 


I. W. LOWER, 84 CHURCH and 61 and 63 CENTER STS 


207 S. Michigao St. Auditortom Block. Ss 


annees That 
OPEN ALL NIGHT. Cou gh 


Our Precription Department will be open all night 
after this date. There's no telling “ge you'll need 
on reliable precription service. Bat when you d . 
ee eee Pret i lia.” May lead to a coffin, 
if you don’t buy some 
of our Cough 
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E. L. WASHBURN & CO. 


Maoufacturtng and Preseription 






























please bear in mind, 


JAS. R. HALLORAN, Peesition speciati 
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No. 7 is a reading notice, a good kind of ad where 
there are not too many doing the same thing, and in any 
case better than locals. 





Antitoxin Standards for the Pharmacopoeia. 


On May 12 there will be a meeting of the Sub-Committee 
on Antitoxin of the Committee of Revision of the United States 
Pharmacopeeia, in Washington, when it is hoped that a con- 
clusion will be reached in relation to the introduction of anti- 
toxin into the Pharmacopoeia. On March 7 the members of 
the Antitoxin Committee met at Prof. Joseph P. Remington’s 
residence, 1832 Pine street. Professor Remington is chairman 
of the General Committee of Revision of the Pharmacopeceia. 
Those present were Dr. Theobold Smith, of Harvard Univer- 
sity, who presided; Dr. E. M. Houghton, Detroit, Mich.; Dr. 
Joseph J. Kinyeun; Dr. William H. Park, Department of 
Health, Borough of Manhattan, New York; Dr. Herbert D. 
Pease, New York State Department’of Health, Albany; Dr. 
M. J. Rosenau, director of the Hygienic Laboratory, United 
States Public Health and Marine Hospital Service, Washing- 
ton; Dr. H. A. Hare, Philadelphia, and Surgeon Thomas C. 
Craig, United States Navy, Brooklyn. The members of this 
committee are well-known specialists. Two meetings were 
held, and it was decided to make a test and report at the meet- 
ing in Washington on May 12. It is generally believed that 
the committee will recommend to the General Committee the 
adoption of a standard for antitoxin serum. With the excep- 
tion of Germany, no other country has adopted a standard, al- 
though antitoxin has been in use all over the world. The 
United States Pharmacopeceia has been under the surveillance 
of the Revision Committee for three years. It is expected 
that it will be completed and published early next year. 
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Opportunities for Export Trade. 





(Written for the American Druggist.) 
AMERICAN CHEMICALS AND DRUGS FOR THE 
ORIENT. 
By ERNEST C. MEYER, 
United States Deputy Consul, Chemnitz, Germany. 


HILE the United States is a heavy importer of drugs 
W and chemieals and a large consumer, there are, never- 
theless, certain lines of manufactures in this class 
in which such high excellence and proficiency has been attained 
that competition in the wide foreign markets has been most 
encouraging and has brought rich returns. While American 
exporters of drugs and chemicals are undoubtedly employing 
good business methods and are pursuing their trade with great 
activity, the writer may be pardoned for suggesting that from 
what he has gleaned here and there when perusing German 
trade journals and German consular reports, he is led to be- 
lieve that there nevertheless remains a wide and fertile field 
which has been but superficially worked by American exporters 
of drugs and chemicals, and which offers great possibilities to 
those who will adopt the best and most effective methods of 
working it. 

I have in mind, above all, the numerously populated and al- 
most boundless areas of the Far East, India, China and Japan. 
It must not be forgotten that while civilization is making giant 
strides in the West, the peoples of the East are also rapidly 
developing to an appreciation of better things. The needs, in 
all departments of life, among these millions of the Orient, who 
live in the real Ophir of to-day, are fast increasing. Ever since 
Perry knocked at the gates of Japan and enlisted these people 
on a mission for higher things, the awakening to a new civiliza- 
tion has been spreading rapidly throughout the Orient, and 
has aroused the people to a desire to enjoy some of the ad- 
vantages of the West. ‘To still this craving the far-come mer- 
chant has long been upon the field, and has with each succeed- 
ing day found his task increasing and increasingly profitable. 
Take Japan for example. 


THE JAPANESE HAVE A HANKERING FOR THINGS AMERICAN, 


He has adopted American customs for his home, and has 
accepted American business methods for the making of his 
livelihood. He has a fond liking for all that bears the Amer- 
ican stamp and buys everything that he can make use of. An 
American drug of intrinsic value—that is, a drug not intended 
to perpetrate a fraud or imposition—though unknown to the 
people, ought to sell Jike hot cakes when once interest has been 
aroused. In fact, it seems to the writer that in no country 
could a quicker trade footing be obtained by American manu- 
facturers and importers than in Japan. Though by no means 
presuming to possess any special knowledge on foreign trade 
conditions in drugs and chemicals, the writer takes the liberty 
of putting the serious question to the American exporter in the 
drug and chemical line as to whether or no he is satisfied in 
his own mind that he has given the Japanese markets, as well 
as the even more lucrative domains of China and India, Siam, 
ete., all the attention which the importance of these markets 
deserves. 

THE IMPORT TRADE OF JAPAN. 


Let us take a brief look at the import trade of Japan in drugs 
and chemicals during the year 1901. The total amount imported 
in this line was $2,764,205, and most of this trade was carried 
on by way of Kobe. Because of the excess of imports in this 
year, as well as because of the trade depression prevalent in the 
country at the present time, the import in drugs and chemicals 
for the year 1902 fell behind that of the preceding year by 
about $500,000. Germany leads all nations in this trade. 
Among the more important commodities imported may be 
enumerated the following: Glycerin, to the amount of $137,600 
in 1901, as against $44,650 in 1900. Germany alone supplied 
$97,082 of this article in 1901. Saltpetre is being imported in 
rapidly increasing quantities, and comes largely from East In- 
dia, though the German import grew from $3,200 to $21,690. 


AMERICAN ALCOHOL GAINS GROUND. 


The importation of alcohol, which it was feared: would be 
greatly restricted by the high protective tariff, nevertheless 
continued to increase. Japan must rely almost solely upon 
foreign markets for this commodity. Pure alcohol, which is 
shipped from America in wooden casks, and from Europe in 
tin cans, was imported to the amount of $84,900 in 1901. The 
German share of this trade fell from $36,600 to $19,000 during 


this year, as a result of American competition, as the German 
Consul at Hiogo and Osaka reports to his Government. The 
American import increased from $17,700 to $52,000 in 1901, 
largely because of the more convenient and praticable methods 
of transportation employed in the importation of alcohol, as this 
German Consul has informed his country. Salicylic acid was 
imported to the amount of $50,400 and came solely from Ger- 
many, as in past years. 


INCREASED USE OF DYESTUFFS IN JAPAN. 


The importation of dyestuffs has rapidly increased during 
the last years and has a most promising future. The explana- 
tion is to be found in the phenomena! development of the textile 
industry of Japan of recent years, in which the following colors 
find most prominent application: Indigo, aniline, purpurite, 
Campeachy wood and ultramarine. In the colored paper in- 
dustry also increasing quantities of foreign dyestuffs are being 
consumed. The total import of dyestuffs in 1901 amounted to 
the significant figure of $2,680,000. The total annual consump- 
tion of indigo in Japan is estimated at about not less than 10,000,- 
000 yen, or $5,000,000. More than half of this amount is sup- 
plied by Japan herself. The foreign indigo is, however, steadily 
gaining upon the local articie because of its superiority, the 
Japanese indigo possessing a coloring value of but 5 per cent. 
The main countries participating in the indigo import trade 
are the following: British India, with $716,000 per year; the 
Netherlands, with $425,000 per year; Germany, with $124,000 
per year; Great Britain, with $45,000 per year; total, $1,336,000 
for 1901. The import from Germany grew from $26,000 in 1899 
to $124,000 in 1901, and finds its explanation largely in the 
successful competiticn of Germany’s artificial indigo. Aniline 
and purpurite are imported from Germany to the value of $367,- 
000 in 1901; from Switzerland to the value of $56,600 in 1901, 
and from France to the value of $51,000 in 1901. The consump- 
tion in this line is fast increasing. Printing ink is, according 
to the report of the German Consul at Hiogo, imported almost 
exclusively by the United States. A cheap grade of printing ink 
is manufactured in Japan, but the American article is rapidly 
growing in popularity. 


HOW GERMANY IS PUSHING TRADE. 


While the above presents a glimpse of the foreign trade in 
the most important drugs and chemicals for Japan, it may 
be suggested that undoubtedly much business can be done in 
that country with the numerous lately discovered compounds 
and preparations of great value, as well as in creams, salves 
and other external applications; also in accessories, as pow- 
ders, brushes, glasses, small surgical appliances, ete. Certain 
German manufacturers are pushing their Eastern trade in this 
line in the following way: They send out extensive sampling 
outfits of the most varied character to trustworthy firms, or 
agents, and wait for orders. Many things they send are entire- 
ly unknown to the Oriental people, but the sight of them strikes 
their taste and fancy and opens the market. The writer has 
personal knowledge of such methods having been used in the 
Philippines, as well as in Japan, with success. Let us remember 
that systematic campaigning yields rich results in the Orient. 





Pharmacy in Zanzibar. 


It may not be generally known that since 1894 the Sultanate 
of Zanzibar has possessed a law as to the sale of poisons which, 
if not ideal, is probably as stringent as the conditions of life in 
the State permit. According to the British and Colonial Drug- 
gist, the regulations are as follows: Every person selling any 
of a number of specified articles (the list comprises arsenic 
and its preparations, cyanide of potassium and all metallic 
cyanides, corrosive sublimate, oxalic acid, tartar emetic, acon- 
ite, belladonna, calabar bean, chloroform, cocculus indicus, 
datura, ergot of rye, henbane, nux vomica, strychnine, prussic 
acid, St. Ignatius bean, cantharides and opium) has to take out 
a Government license. This license, which is annual, and for 
which no charge is made, is only granted to persons possess- 
ing a certificate of competency to dispense drugs awarded by 
some properly constituted authority in the country of origin, 
except that persons who were engaged in dispensing at the 
time of the passing of the act are not required to possess a 
certificate of this character, but the license may be withheld 
on the grounds of bad conduct, or of incompetency in the case 
of persons not holding a recognized diploma. Every sale of a 
poison must be properly registered, and particulars similar to 
those required in Great Britain must be entered. The regula- 
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tions as to a sale to a person unknown to the vendor also fol- 
low British law. There is an additional provision, however, 
forbidding sales of poison to persons under 18 years of age. 
Every poison sold must be labelled with the word “ Poison” 
in capital letters on a red label, and with the name of the 
seller and the name and contents of the package. 

The regulations as to labelling and registration do not apply 
to medical prescriptions. The sale of a poison without a 
license is punishable for a first offense by a fine not exceeding 
200 rupees, and for a subsequent offense the fine may be as 
high as 1,000 rupees, with or without imprisonment for three 
months. The penalty for breaches by the vendor of the sec- 
tions dealing with registration of sales, labelling, etc., is a fine 
for each offense not exceeding 200 rupees, and forfeiture of 
license may be ordered by the court in cases of habitual dis- 
regard of the regulations. Purchasers giving false informa- 
tion in the case of particulars required for the registration of 
sales are also liable to a fine (maximum 200 rupees)—a pro- 
vision which might with advantage, we think, be adopted in 
every pharmacy law. 





Americans Awake. 


[From the British and Colonial Druggist for January 30.) 

In saying that commercial Britain must keep a wide eye 
on commercial America we utter no original sentiment. We 
emphasize it now because of one or two signs which, with no 
desire to exaggerate their importance, we mention for the 
information of our wholesale friends. It is known that the 
remarkable prosperity of the United States has received some- 
thing in the nature of a check, which probably accounts for 
the charges of apathy and neglect, of which Uncle Sam stands 
self-accused. It is strange to find cute Brother Jonathan, wh» 
has always prided himself on his ability to lick creation in all 
spheres of activity, condemning himself in those very particu- 
lars in which he has advertised the played out Old Country as 
most deficient. But the pessimistic reports of the experts on 
American trade in the New York Times show there is an 
effort to stir to renewed efforts the commercial community 
of the States. Moreover, while American business men are 
generally urged in this direction through the medium of lay 
papers, particular sections find columns in their trade papers 
devoted to the same object. An example is our enterprising 
contemporary, the AMERICAN Drucaist, which sets apurt con- 
siderable space to detailed consular and expert reports, urging 
the adoption of certain methods to secure trade openings 
abroad for American goods. We see in epitomizing headlines 
the announcement that Siam is a prolifie field for commer 
cial exploitation; that an American house is needed at Bang 
kok, and that there are bright prospects for trade in that 
region. There is not in the whole of Siam, says the American 
Consul-General at Bangkok, one house to push American 
trade, while other nationalities are well represented. Yankee 
trade with Europe is also criticized adversely. Their Consul 
at Havre discusses whether more American manufactured 
goods could not be exported to France and cites chemical 
products as among those articles of United States manufac- 
ture which are not found in the French market. Accompany- 
ing this is a suggestion that the commercial agreement be- 
tween the two nations should be extended so that freights 
and customs duties should not handicap the American shipper 
against his English and German competitors. With this also 
are special “ tips’ for meeting the needs of foreign customers. 
In this connection our American pharmaceutical contempo- 
rary, which is advccating the extension of the export trade 
in American pharmaceuticals, sundries, glassware, soda foun- 
tains, ete., says: 

“The United States has the raw material, the manufactur- 
ing facilities and the capital to enable it to meet competition 
in any market. All that is required is for merchants and 
manufacturers to learn to adapt their products and their 
business methods to the wants of the foreign consumer. and 
to let the foreign consumer know that he can buy better goods 
at better prices in the United States than he can anywhere 
else in the world.” 

We think British manufacturers should be cognizant of 
these efforts across the Atlantic, and energize themselves to 
an equal degree. It is, we would add, satisfactory to note 
that the enervating pessimism which has prevailed in this 
country as regards British trade is yielding to a livelier hope 
in future prospects. A pleasing optimistic note was effectively 
struck the other day by the president of the Board of Trade, 
who pointed to the latest returns concerning our exports and 
imports, tonnage cleared and entered at British ports, home 
railway statistics and clearances at the London Bankers’ 
Clearing House as evidence of greater present and possible 
future presperity. We also have had this sentiment echoed 
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by the Chancellor of the Exchequer, who saw no reason to 
fear that the buoyancy and stability of British trade were in 
any way adversely affected. 


To Aid American Commerce. 


American newspaper men, in conjunction with French and 
American economists, have devised a novel scheme to fight the 
threatened European tariff coalition against the commerce of 
the United States. It contemplates the publication in Paris of 
a commercial newspaper devoted to cultivating better rela- 
tions between the European nations and the United States. 

This plan was agreed upon at a meeting in the Grand Pua- 
cific Hotel, Chicago, on April 8, Charles A. Hundt, of Chicag », 
and E. De Valcourt, of the Crédit Lyonnaise, are leaders in the 
movement. The name of the paper will be Le Commerce 
d’Amerique Avec les Pays d’Europe. 

Consuls of France, Italy, Russia, Belgium, Switzerland and 
other European countries, it is said, have assured the support 
of their respective Governments to the promoters. Among busi- 
hess men supporting the plan are Volney W. Foster, James H. 
Hyde, James Deering, Alexander H. Revell, Charles R. Crane 
and William F. Warren. 





Manufacture of Quartz Glass in Germany. 


Under the heading “A New German Industry,’ German 
papers state that the manufacture of quartz glass is rapidly 
developing in this country. 

Richard Guenther, Consul-General for the United 
States at Frankfort, writes that quartz glass consists 
essentially of melted quartz, which is made into tubes and 
other articles. It is perfectly translucent. The initial experi- 
ments in the manufacture of the new glass were made in Eng- 
land, but a firm at Hanau, a few miles from Frankfort, were 
the first to place quartz glass apparatus upon the market. 

The manufacture of quartz glass is yet in its infancy, but 
has already shown symptoms of vigorous growth. While two 
years ago England led in its production, she has since been 
relegated to second place by Germany. Everybody who knows 
the properties of quartz glass admits that it will soon replace 
ordinary glass for many uses. It is only a comparatively short 
time since German manufacturers revolutionized the manu- 
facture of optical glasses and obtained a monopoly of this im- 
portant industry, and there is reason to believe that this will be 
repeated with quartz glass. 

If quartz glass can be produced at a moderate price—and 
this seems to be quite possible where electric force can be 
cheaply obtained from water power—it will no doubt be largely 
employed, especially in the chemical and electrical industries. 





The Tabloid Trade Mark Rights. 


An important action will be heard in the English courts soon 
in regard to the use of the word “ tabloid ” by a provincial firm. 
The late S. M. Burroughs went to England in 1879 with several 
agencies for American pharmaceutical products, amongst them 
Wyeth’s compressed tablets. When he was joined in partner- 
ship by Henry S. Wellcome they commenced to manufacture 
compressed tablets on their own account, and in 1884 registered 
the word “ Tabloid ” as a trade mark for such goods. Hitherto 
their title to that word has not been disputed and an enormous 
business has been built up in compressed goods. They employ 
nearly 1,000 persons in London and at their various branches 
abroad. In the few cases of legal proceedings that they have 
hitherto taken against persons who used the word “ Tabloid,” 
or dispensed or sold as tabloids compressed tablets not of Bur- 
roughs, Wellcome & Co.’s manufacture, the courts have granted 
them injunctions, but in the case now pending the defendants 
are applying to have the word “ Tabloid” struck off the Regis- 
ter of Trade Marks, and it is probable that the case will be 
fought to a finish. 





Ohio Druggists Start a Buying Club. 


CLEVELAND, OH10, March 25.—Fred C. Herbst, of Columbus, 
former chief drug inspector under Dairy and Food Commis- 
sioner Blackburn, is in Cleveland, working on the organization 
of the Ohio Drug Buyers’ Association, to comprise 100 retail 
druggists throughout the State. Not more than six members 
from Cleveland will be accepted. The plan is to buy direct 
from the manufacturers in sufficient quantity to meet the needs 
of all the association membership and thus avoid the middle- 
man in the business. Headquarters will be in Columbus. with 
buying offices in New York. 
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CHARLES LEEDOM, 


President of the Philadelphia Association of 
Retail Druggists. 


PHILADELPHIA ORGANIZED. 


New Price List in Effect—District Organization Perfected 
—Enthusiasm in the P. A. R. D.—A Thousand 
Dollar Check for the N. A. R. D. 


Philadelphia, April 7.—For the first time for many years 
the druggists of this city are working in harmony. This state 
of affairs has been brought about in great measure by 
Organizer J F. Keiser. Ile has been more successful than the 
most sanguine expected. On April 1 the new price list went 
into effect, and there has been little trouble experienced in 
having the druggists enforce it. ‘There is more interest taken 
in the retail association than ever before, and it is predicted 
that before the year is out every druggist in this city will be 
come a member. 

The retail drug trade has been divided 
The officers of enceh district are as follows: 


into 14 districts. 


SECRETARY, 
J. O. Moore. 
Wim. Bell. 
Jas. L. Joffe. 
Jos. Marsden. 
Walter H. Umstead 
Chas. H. Riege!. 
W. i. Supplee. 
Nelson Fry. 
CC. W. Shull. 
John T. Shaw. 
N. A. Cozens. 
G. Eberly. 


DIstTRiet 
lirst... 
Second. 
Third.. 
Fourth. 
Fifth... 


CHAIRMAN. 
. S. B. Davis. 
.. W. TL Rieker 
. Henry Nicoud. 
Cc. S$. Cameron. 
.. Ed. C. Stout. 
.. George T. Lambert. 
. A. IT. Hesske. 
ee .. W. H. Lacey. 
me J. W. Raker. 
Tenth... Il. J. Siegfried. 
Eleventh. . ; W. H. Sutton. 
Twelfth.............. A.J. Frankenberzer. 1 
Thirteenth Lewis J. Steltzer. Jas. H. Berberick. 
Vourteenth... Harvey H. Mentzer. Wm. G. Toplin. 

The districts are as follows: First district, all that terri- 
tory from the east side of Broad street to the Delaware River 
and south of Washington avenue. 

Second: From the west side of Broad street to the Schuyl- 
kill River and south of Washington avenue. 

Third: From the east side of Broad street to the Delaware 
tiver and from Washington avenue to Market street. 

Fourth: Broad street to the Schuylkill River and from 
Washington avenue to Market street. 

Fifth: All of West Philadelphia south of Market street. 

Sixth: All of West Philadelphia north of Market street. 

Seventh: Broad street to the Delaware River and from Mar- 
ket street to Girard avenue. 

Eighth: Broad street to the Schuylkill River and from Mar- 
ket street to Girard avenue. 

Ninth: East of Front and north of Girard avenue to Lehigh 
avenue. 

Tenth: Lehigh avenue north, including Frankford, Brides- 
burg, Holmesburg, Fox Chase, east of Front street. 

Hleventh: Girard avenue to Lehigh avenue and Front street 
to the Philadelphia & Reading Railroad. 

Twelfth: North of Girard avenue, between the 


Seventh. 
Highth. 
Ninth... 


reading 


J. F. KEISER, 


Organizer for Philadelphia of the N. 


CHARLES REHFUS, 


First Vice-President of the Philadelphia Asso- 
ciation of Retail Druggists. 


A. R. D. 


Road and Germantown Junction and the Schuylkill River to 
Lehigh avenue. 

Thirteenth: North of Lehigh avenue to Cayuga street, from 
Fairmount Park to Front street. 

Fourteenth: Germantown, Chestnut 
Wissahickon. 

All the details of this work were perfected by Mr. Ieiser. 
He got the various district committees at work and enthused 
new life into the association. The district meetings are all 
held after 10 o’clock at night, and they are well attended. 


Hill, Manayunk and 


ENTHUSIASM IN THE P. A. R. D. 


On April 2 there was a special meeting of the Executive 
Committee of the local association. This conference was held 
for the purpose of ascertaining how the new schedules were 
put out. It was found that out of 791 only 12 dealers had not 
received the new book of prices. These books were distributed 
by the district organizations. On the following day the regu 
lar monthly meeting of the Philadelphia Retail Drug Associa 
tion was held. This was one of the most enthusiastic meet 
ings ever held by the druggists in this city. They were so well 
pleased that many of them seemed to be so highly charged 
with the bright future that they resembled the fizz department 
of their stores. The various reports of the district officers 
were received, and they were all of an optimistic character. 
There were only a few complaints, and most of them were 
straightened out within a few days. Now all druggists are 
abiding by the new schedule. 


DR. NOEL MAKES AN ADDRESS. 


The meeting was addressed by the chief national organizer, 
Dr. Joseph R. Noel. He spoke favorably of the conditions in 
New York, and expected to have the druggists there in shape 
within a short time. He paid a glowing tribute to Mr. Keiser, 
and stated that the work he had done in this city was the 
most successful that has ever been done in the history of the 
National Association of Retail Druggists. 


THE LARGEST CHECK FOR NATIONAL DUES EVER DRAWN. 


His remarks made the members feel quite satisfied with 
the outlook, and when the proposition was made to send a 
check for $1,000 for 500 dues to the National Association, it 
was unanimously acted upon. This is the largest check ever 
received by the head body on account of dues. A short time 
ago, when the dues were increased from 50 cents to $2, it was 
thought there would be a great falling off in members from 
this city. 


NATIONAL ORGANIZERS AT WORK. 


This city is to be the headquarters of Mr. Keiser for some 
time. He has assisting him, A. F. Campbell and Robert Bot- 
tum. The local association is much pleased with his work. 
and the association has voted to pay $75 a month toward the 
expenses of the organizers. While Philadelphia is to be the 
hub, other cities within 50 miles are to be looked after. Visits 
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have been made to Trenton, and the retail druggists have been 
brought into line by Mr. Keiser. A new price schedule is now 
being printed, and it is to be put into operation as soon as pos- 
sible. The new prices are about 15 per cent. above the old 


ones, 


WORK IN THE OUTLYING CITIES. 


For three days Mr. Keiser labored with the druggists of 
Pottsville; and they soon came under the power of the hypno- 
tist and adopted a price schedule which is an increase of 
about 15 per cent. over the present prices. The same result 
was obtained in Wilkes-Barre, Chester and Norristown. In 

















WILLIAM E. LEE, 
Second Vice-President of the Philadelphia Association of Retail 
Druggists. 


Akron, Ohio, the retail drug trade is bady demoralized, $1 
goods are sold as low as 60 cents. This place is to be visited 
by the spellbinders. Richmond, Va., is also another bad city 
which is te be looked after shortly. Norfolk, Petersburg, Va., 
Roanoke, Youngstown, Ohio, are among some of the cities that 
are to be taken in hand. 


OFFICERS OF THE LOCAL ASSOCIATION. 


The officers of the Philadelphia Association of Retail Drug- 
gists are as follows: President, Charles Leedom; first vice- 
president, Charles Rehfus: second vice-president, William E. 
Lee; third vice-president, Robert McNeil; treasurer, G. W. 
Fehr; financial secretary, C. W. Shull; recording secretary, 
LD. J. Reese. Executive Committee: Chairman, T. H. Potts; 
Jacob Epstein, W. H. Poley, W. L. Cliffe, Jacob M. Baer, H. C. 
Blair, N. F. Weisner. 





Oral Agreements Not Good in Law. 


Utica, N. Y., April 8, 19038.—On March 31, Justice of the 
Peace William E. Harter granted the Dr. George Leininger 
Chemical Company, of Chicago, a judgment for the sum of 
$65 against Coxon & Roberts, druggists, of Utica, the decision 
being the outcome of an action brought against the latter firm 
by the Chicago Company. The action was brought to recover 
for merchandise sold the defendants. Coxon & Roberts claimed 
that they had ordered the goods under an agreement whereby 
they were to be the sole agents for the goods in Utica, and that 
the plaintiff had violated this agreement by placing similar 
goods on sale in other stores in Utica. They also claimed that 
they had suffered damages thereby, and put in a counter claim 
for $100. At the trial it developed that the agreement had been 
made orally by the plaintiff's agent. The justice refused to 
admit the oral agreement as evidence, and therefore granted 
the judgment. 





The Delaware Board. 


At an examination held recently at Wilmington the follow- 
ing candidates were successful: Registered pharmacists, Edgar 
B. Fell, Wilmington, and Samuel R. Ewing, Philadelphia; 
qualified assistants, Helen C. Carter, Wilmington, and Ernesi 
A. Fruitt, Milford. 
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LORD, OWEN & CO. FAIL 'FOR A LARGE 
AMOUNT. 





Liabilities, $762,730; Assets, $315,537. 


(Special dispatch from our Regular Correspondent.) 

Cuicaco, April 9.—Lord, Owen & Co.. one of the largest and 
oldest wholesale drug houses in this city filed a petition in bank- 
ruptcy to-day, declaring themselves to be insolvent and asking 
to be relieved of their debts individually and as members of 
the firm. The liabilities of the partnership were placed at 
$762,730, and its assets at $315,537. John J. Williams was ap- 
pointed receiver under a bond of $500,000, one of the largest 
bonds ever filed here. The refusal of the Bankers’ National 
Bank to carry the firm for $80,000 caused the collapse, which 
produced a sensation in the trade. The failure was due to 
shrinkage in value of bicycle and mining stocks. Business will 
be absorbed by another wholesale house. 
PROBABLE FATE OF THE RETAIL STORES CONTROLLED BY THE FIRM. 
Curcaco, April 10.—The fate of the eleven retail drug stores 
controlled by George S. Lord remains in doubt. If they are 
personal property they will go into assets; if bought with 
money of others they will not. Mr. Lord had $1,000,000 in 
bicycle trust stock, which had shrunk badly. Missouri zinc and 
lead mine stock was invested in later with bad results. The 
banks acted so quickly that the firm’s attorney, who was out 
of town, could not be reached and an incomplete schedule was 
filed. Judge Kohlsaat, who appointed John J. Williams re- 
ceiver, placed the receiver’s bond at $500,000. Mr. Williams is 
now going over the books and taking stock. Individual sched- 
ules were filed in which James R. Owen claimed exemption 
on assets only consisting of $100 wearing apparel, $250 cash, 
life insurance policy $5,000. George S. Lord’s personal debts 
were placed at $167,250, with assets of $121,480, while Thomas 
Lord filed a statement showing debts $37,525; assets, $124,600. 





DR. NOEL IN NEW YORK. 


Pleased with the Outlook—To Organize by the District 
Method—Co-operation of Existing Associations In- 
vited—A Minimum Schedule to be Adopted—A 
Meeting to be Called This Week. 


The N. A. R. D. campaign for organizing Greater New York 
was actually opened last week when Dr. Joseph R. Noel, the 
general organizer of the national association, took up his head- 
quarters in New York, and commenced to make systematic calls. 
upon the trade. The success which he has met with in the short 
time he has been at work has been much commented upon, and 
the doctor himself is so well satisfied with the outlook that, 
after arranging for a meeting to be held some time this week. 
he will leave the field for another territory, placing Greater 
New York in charge of one of the most successful organizers. 
on his staff, Dr. N. W. Hoffman, who is so well known in 
the New England territory for his active and successful work 
there. 

DR. NOEL INTERVIEWED. 


Dr. Noel was interviewed by the AMERICAN DruGGIsT a few 
days ago, and being asked in regard to the line of action whiclr 
the National Association of Retail Druggists was likely to adopt 
in organizing Greater New York, he said: 

“ Conditions are so notably chaotic in New York City that it 
is an extremely difficult matter to state with any degree of 
reliability what will be the final plan adopted, but so far all the 
representative dealers whom I have interviewed appear very 
willing to make reasonable concessions in expectation of attain- 
ing that degree of harmony necessary for the success of the 
organization.” 

“Then, it is the intention of the national association to form 
the existing local associations into branches of the national 
body?” asked the reporter. 

“The only way to arrive at a satisfactory result in organiz- 
ing large cities is by the district method. In consequence of this 
the existing associations will not be asked to affiliate with the 
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N. A. R. D. as such, though of course we not only want the 
active co-operation of these associations, but of the members as 
individuals in their respective auxiliary districts. There is no 
desire to ignore any existing association or other group of 
dealers.” 

“What progress have you made thus far in interesting the 
retail druggists and others interested in your plan of campaign? 
You have only been a few days in New York, it is true, but our 
readers would welcome some expression from you regarding 
what you consider the outlook for a harmonious union toward 
an era of better prices.” 

“Naturally I will be compelled to take the initiative to a 
certain extent in order to get some kind of a start, but I trust 
the readers of the AMERICAN Drucaaist will understand that I 
am acting entirely in their interest in so doing. At the present 
time it appears to me that if a conference of representative 
dealers could be arranged some minimum price schedule could 
be formulated in advance of the actual district organization 
work. I am at the present time engaged in an endeavor to 
interest the department stores in sending a representative to 
such a conference. I have succeeded in obtaining the consent 
of the representative so-called cutting and non-cutting druggists 
to participate, and if I am equally as successful with the de- 
partment stores this conference wil! be called some day next 
week. 

“With such a starting point for a schedule, which will be 
the nearest approach to bed rock that we hope anything in the 
schedule line in New York City will ever reach, we will have 
something to build upon, and can then go ahead with our dis- 
trict organization work. The auxiliary districts can then adopt 
their own individual schedules if they decide to make any 
changes over the minimum one for Greater New York. Of 
course, it is not to be expected that those who are selling at 
higher prices now, or that those who can obtain better prices 
later on, will come down to this schedule, but that they will 
simply consider it a minimum below which no one in the city 
will sell. In the very nature of things it must be understood 
that this minimum schedule, if one is adopted, will not approach 
the present selling price of many of the dealers in this city, 
but these dealers will have the satisfaction of knowing that no 
one in the city is selling below that schedule, and then there 
will be some degree of uniformity to the retail drug business 
where now there appears to be none. 

“It almost seems as though I were counting my chickens 
before they were hatched in going thus fully into the general 
plan I have adopted, but I desire to have as many druggists 
acquainted with the plan of procedure as possible, and not only 
invite them to make suggestions, but sincerely hope they will 
do so in the effort to get the wretched conditions now. existing 
in this city satisfactorily adjusted. I trust no one will conceive 
the idea that he or his association or the interests he is identi- 
fied with will be in any way ignored. Above all things, I would 
especially request you to tell your readers that there will be 
no attempt at coercion or threats. If we cannot appeal to each 
and every dealer from a business point of view we will not 
blame him if he does not co-operate.” 

It is Dr. Noel’s intention to remain in New York until April 
17, when Dr. N. W. Hoffman, who has been appointed resident 
organizer of the N. A. R. D. for New York, will assume charge. 
Dr. Hoffman’s headquarters will be the Herald Square Hotel, 
at Thirty-fourth street and Broadway. 





THE CHLORAL HYDRATE CUSTOMS CASE. 


Case Soon ‘to Come Up for Argument in Circuit Court 
of Appeals—Salol and All Chemicals in Which 
Alcohol is Used in Their Preparation Will Be 
Affected. 


A customs case of considerable importance to drug import- 
ers, and which involves the interpretation of the present tariff 
act as to the assessment of duty on the drugs chloral hydrate 
and salol, will soon come up for determination in the Circuit 
Court of Appeals for this district. The case is that of the 
United States vs. Schering. The litigation is of long standing. 
It has an interesting history, and the pending suit is really a 
test case in which many importers are concerned, for the same 
issue has arisen over their importations. 

The merchandise in the case was originally assessed for 
duty by the Collector of the Port here at 55 cents a pound 
under paragraph 67 of the tariff, as “ medicinal preparations in 
the preparation of which alcohol is used.” The importers claim 
that it should be dutiable at 25 per cent. ad valorem under 
paragraph 68 as “ medicinal preparations in the preparation 
of which alcohol is not used.” 
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The controversy originated before the Classification Board 
of United States General Appraisers on the protest of an im- 
porter involving the same kind of goods and the same question. 
The Board decided in favor of the Government. The Treasury 
Department appealed to the United States Circuit Court for 
this district, which reversed the Board. The Government 
acquiesced in the Court’s decision and re-liquidated*entries at 
the rate of 25 per cent. ad valorem. Large sums were returned 
to the importers. Subsequently, however, the Treasury Depart- 
ment re-opened the whole subject, notwithstanding it had re- 
liquidated a substantial amount, which in any event cannot now 
be recovered. In cases of protests of importers which have 
since come before the General Appraisers, the Board has fol- 
lowed the decision of the Circuit Court sustaining the import- 
ers, and on appeal by the Government that Court has naturally 
followed its former ruling. The Government has now carried 
a test case to the Circuit Court of Appeals. 

The decision of the Circuit Court referred to and rendered 
in January, 1900, held that salol is dutiable as a medicinal 
preparation in the manufacture of which alcohol is not used, 
even though, as was the case with the merchandise then under 
consideration, alcohol really was used. Judge Townsend said: 
“ Salol is a medicinal preparation in the preparation of which 
alcohol may or may not be used. It is admitted that alcohol 
was used in the preparation of this particular salol. In these 
circumstances I am constrained to follow that portion of the 
opinion in re Battle, in which the court says: ‘The result of 
holding the present importation dutiable under that clause 
(paragraph 74 was then under consideration) would be to 
impose a different rate of duty on the same drug, depending 
upon the process of manufacture.’’’ The case cited reversed 
the decision of the Board of General Appraisers in re 
Schieffelin. 





THE NEW DOWLING-BOSTWICK BILL. 


Interests For and Against the Bill. 


The measure now pending in the State Legislature which 
is attracting most attention among all branches of the drug 
tirade is the so-called Dowling-Bostwick bill, the measure hav- 
ing been put out as a combination of these two original bills. 
As a matter of fact the consolidated bill contains very little 
trace of the Bostwick bill. The latter in its original form was 
most vigorously opposed by the trade. and practically all of its 
highly objectionable features were dropped from the combined 
bill, especially the provisions requiring importers, manufactur- 
ers and others to attach certificates to every package of any 
drug imported, manufactured or sold, showing its purity, date 
of sale, &c. A hearing on the Bostwick bill was had at Albany 
on March 25, which was attended by a large delegation of drug- 
gists from this city, and it was at that time that the new Dowl- 
ing-Bostwick measure was sprung on the trade quite unexpect- 
edly. The bill as it stands is purely an anti-substitution meas- 
ure, said to be backed principally by manufacturers. Many 
members of the trade. in fact, look upon it as the direct result 
of an associated or concerted movement among proprietors to 
secure drastic legislation along this line. Although this is 
denied by some of those who are in a position to know about 
it, there is good reason to believe that it is true. 

Among those who attended the Albany hearing were Mr. 
Desmonde, of the Society of Medical Jurisprudence; John Lind- 
say; Prof. W. H. B. Sieburg; Albert Plaut; John M. Peters’: 
Thomas Stoddart, president of the State Pharmaceutical Asso- 
ciation ; Felix Hirseman, of the German Apothecaries’ Society : 
Arthur C. Searles, of the Manhattan Pharmaceutical Associa- 
tion; William Muir, of the Kings County Pharmaceutical So- 
ciety ; Dr. Albert H. Brundage, president of the New York State 
Board of Pharmacy; Albert Bruen; J. L. Hopkins; Thomas P. 
Cook; W. J. Evans; B. T. Fairchild; Frank Black; Dr. J. H. 
Wainwright; F. W. Rowley; R. W. Robinson; Sydney H. Carra- 
gan, of Parke, Davis & Co.; Henry T. Jarrett, of the Mallinck- 
rodt Chemical Works; J. L. Snowber; C. D. Rosenkranz; Wil- 
liam Mayer; W. T. Mingay; Col. Samuel J. Tilden; William 
Muench, of Syracuse; Warren L. Bradt, of Albany, the secretary 
of the New York State Board of Pharmacy, and George W. 
Thorpe, of the Syracuse Druggists’ Association, Syracuse. 

John M. Peters, of W. J. Matheson & Co., who was one of 
the delegation at the hearing on the Bostwick bill and who 
spoke in opposition to the measure, said to a representative of 
this journal that the new bill appeared to be an effort on the 
part of manufacturers of patent medicines and ethical prepara- 
tions to invoke the criminal law to further their own ends. 
There were some features of the measure which he thought 
ought to be amended. Mr. Peters said that he wished to correct 
an erroneous impression which a question asked by a member 
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of the Committee on Codes at the close of the hearing led him 
to fear was conveyed by nis remarks before the commitrve 
“If anything said by me gave any member of the committee 
the impression that I favored substitution, I failed entirely to 
make myself clear,” said he. “ My contention is that that form 
of substitution which imperils human life or health is already 
made a criminal offence by Section 401 of the Penal Code, but 
that to prohibit substitution in every form, as it would be pro- 
hibited by the proposed amendment ot Section 401, with the 
omission of three lines first inserted and afterwards stricken 
out, would practically forbid the efforts which every business 
man is constantly putting forth to displace his competitor’s 
goods with his own. 

“The meaning of the word ‘substitute,’ as it is generally 
accepted in relation to the dispensing of medicine, seems to me 
to accord with the letter and spirit of Section 401 as it now 
stands, and the purpose of the proposed amendment is to give 
to the word a significance so broad that to constitute it a crimi- 
nal offence would be to place not only apothecaries, but grocers, 
liquor dealers, butchers and any one else who may be called upon 
to furnish any article demanded by medical practice, in danger 
of prosecution for a misdemeanor. 

“The larger share of the preparations dispensed as a medi- 
cine are simply merchandise, and offences toward them should, 
in my opinion, be treated the same as would be corresponding 
offences toward a particular brand of flour or sugar or any 
similar merchandise. ‘The existing trade-mark laws give the 
owners of so-called patent medicines or of ethical preparatary 
preparations which are chiefly represented in the advocates 
of this proposed amendment, all the protection enjoyed by the 
owners of any other proprietary merchandise. 

“ Section 401 of the Penal Code discriminates very properly 
between this class of merchandise, whether used as medicines 
or not, all of which are made official by the United States Phar- 
macopeia, and the misuse of which may imperil human life or 
health. In the event of life or health being endangered by any 
substitution of a known official proprietary preparation, the 
fact can be determined, but to assume that the substitution is a 
prima facie proof of danger is contrary to fact, and it is not 
reasonable grounds for making the offence criminal. 

“As I have already stated, the trade-mark law affords re- 
dress to the manufacturer whose rights have been infringed 
by the substitution in the event of no danger to public health 
being shown, and the criminal code already provides ampie 
protection where such danger is shown to have existed.” 

The new bill is reproduced herewith exactly as it came from 
the committee of the Legislature, in order that druggists may 
see just what changes are proposed. The parentheses contain 
parts of the old law omitted, the new matter being in quotation 
marks: 

THE NEW DOWLING-BOSTWICK BILL. 


Section 1. Section 401 of the Penal Code is hereby amended 
so as to read as follows: 


Section 401. (Any apothecary, or druggist, or a person employed as 
clerk or salesman by an apothecary or druggist, or otherwise carrying 
on business as a dealer in drugs or medicines), ‘‘ Any person,” who, in 
putting up any drug(s or) medicine(s), “or food or preparation used 
in medical practice.” or making up any prescription, or filling any order 
for “or selling any such” drug(s or) medicine(s), ‘‘ food or prepara- 
tion” (wilfully, negligently or ignorantly) omits to label the same, or 
puts any untrue label, stamp or other designation of contents upon any 
box, bottle or other package containing a drug (or) medicine, “ food or 
preparation used in medical practice,” or substitutes, “or dispenses’ a 
different article for “‘ or in lieu of’ any article prescribed (or) ordered, 
“required or demanded fee Fg my up a greater or less quantity of any 
(article), “ ingredient specified in any such prescription, order, require- 
ment or demand,” than that prescribed (or) ordered, ‘* required or de- 
manded,” or otherwise deviates from the terms of the prescription (or) 
order, “requirement or demand,” (which he undertakes to follow, in 
consequence of which human life or health is endangered), is guilty of 
a misdemeanor ;“ Provided, however, that, except in the case of physi- 
cians’ prescriptions, nothing herein contained shail be deemed or con- 
strued to prevent or impair or in any manner affect the right of an 
apothecary, druggist, pharmacist or other person to recommend the 
purchase of an article other than that ordered, required or demanded, 
but of a similar nature, or to sell such other article in place or in lieu 
of an article ordered, required or demanded, with the knowledge and 
consent of the purchaser. Upon a second conviction of a violation of 
this section the offender must be sentenced to imprisonment for a term 
of not less than ten days nor more than one year, and to the payment 
of a fine of not less than ten dollars nor more than five hundred dollars. 
The third conviction of a violation of any of the provisions of this sec- 
tion, in addition to rendering the offender liable to the — pre- 
scribed by law for a misdemeanor, shall forfeit any right which he may 
possess under the law of this State at the time of such conviction, to 
engage as proprietor, agent, employee or otherwise, in the business of 
an apothecary, pharmacist or druggist, or to compound, prepare or 
dispense prescriptions or orders for drugs, medicines or foods or prep- 
arations used in medical practice; and the offender shall be by reason 
of such conviction disqualified from engaging in any such business as 
proprietor, agent. employee or otherwise, or compounding, preparing or 
dispensing medical prescriptions or orders for drugs, medicines, or 
foods or preparations used in medical practice.” 


The bill, if passed, is to take effect September 1, 1903. 
PRINCIPAL BACKER OF THE BILL INTERVIEWED. 


A well-known manufacturer of a proprietary article, who is 
one of the principal backers of the Dowling-Bostwick bill, talked 
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freely with a representative of this journal the other day as to 
the reasons why manufacturers wanted such legislation, but 
only on the condition that his name would not be used. His 
views are worth repeating, however, in this connection, because 
they are known to reflect the sentiment of a large number of 
manufacturers on the subject of substitution. He said in sub- 
stance: 

“We are only seeking to obtain our just rights in this mat- 
ter. We are not trying to stop petty practices among retail 
druggists, but rather wholesale substitution by the latter, par- 
ticularly in the compounding of prescriptions. When a physi- 
cian writes for a certain make of any preparation he probably 
has some good reason for prescribing that make, and the law 
should compel the retailer to follow strictly the terms of the 
prescription. Otherwise the effect of the physician’s prescrip- 
tion may be either nullified or greatly impaired. If the drug- 
gist hasn't that make in stock he should be required to com- 
municate with the doctor and inquire if any other make would 
do just as well. It is impossible to secure a conviction under 
the Penal Code as it stands, because it is impossible to actually 
prove that life or health has been endangered by any substitu- 
tion on the part of the druggist. As to the objection raised 
that the proposed bill compels the druggist to adhere rigidly to 
the terms of a prescription and therefore prevents him from 
correcting any possible mistake on the part of a_ physician 
either in writing an excessive amount of a dangerous ingredient 
or in prescribing an overdose of the preparation, no druggist, 
if he knew that the physician had made a mistake, would de- 
liberately go ahead and put up the prescription which would 
endanger health or possibly life itself. He could communicate 
with the doctor, or could wait until able to do so. The retailer 
has no right to substitute even one make of an official prepara- 
tion for another without the physician’s knowledge or consent. 
The pending bill, if passed, would not give to proprietary medi- 
cine concerns a monopoly in the prescription business. The 
sale or use of proprietary preparations in compounding pre- 
scriptions would depend upon whether or not the physicians 
prescribed such preparations and to what extent. But when 
they are prescribed, such a law would insure their being fur- 
nished instead of, being replaced by substitutes. If druggists 
wish to increase their profits by pushing national formulary 
preparations instead of those put up by manufacturers, all well 
and good; let them get the physicians to prescribe “ N. F.” But 
where particular makes of such preparations are called for, it 
is only right and proper to all concerned that they be supplied.” 

The provision in the Dowling-Bostwick bill which forbids 
druggists to deviate from the exact terms of a prescription is 
strongly opposed by retailers. The latter contend that it is 
no crime to substitute another make of an official preparation if 
they do not happen to have the particular make called for. 
They see no harm in doing this when the article substituted 
is in all essential respects identical with the article prescribed. 
This provision is considered absolutely impracticable, for the 
reason that it would be impossible for the average retailer to 
carry a stock of every preparation made by all recognized pro- 
prietors. 


OTHER MEASURES AFFECTING PHARMACY IN THE NEW YORK 
LEGISLATURE. 


Of the other measures pending in the Legislature, the Soda- 
water bill is believed to be dead, at least it is still sleeping in 
committee, with little or no indication of being reported out. 
The Simpson bill, which seeks to allow dealers in all lines to 
handle poisons in original packages, is also thought to be dead. 
A hearing was had on this measure, at which influential drug 
interests advanced such strong arguments and objections to the 
proposed legislation that members of the committee were ap- 
parently convinced of its dangerous character and will probably 
refuse to report the measure. 

Although various and repeated attempts to secure “ poison 
cork ” legislation in previous sessions of the Legislature have 
been defeated, another bill of that nature has just been intro- 
duced. The wording of the present bill is perhaps less objec- 
tionable than that of similar measures heretofore introduced, but 
while it is ostensibly general in its provisions, those who are 
opposing its enactment claim that it is nevertheless backed 
by Brooklyn interests, who now have a patented poison bottle 
cork on the market which is conceded to be the best thing of ifs 
kind yet produced, and who would undoubtedly be greatly bene- 
fited by the passage of the proposed law. The chief objection 
made to the bill, however, is that it is a most dangerous policy 
to seek to educate the public to rely upon the sense of touch 
alone to ascertain whether a bottle contains poison or not. It 
is claimed among other things that any kind of cork used might 
be put by mistake in another bottle, after it reaches the con- 
sumer, and dire results might follow. Even if the bill passes 
both houses, it is believed that Governor Odell will veto the 


measure. 
The “ poison cork ” bill is Assembly bill No. 1733, and was 
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introduced by Assemblyman Bourke, of Buffalo. It provides 
that “no physician, surgeon, pharmacist, druggist or the as- 
sistant or clerk of any of them, nor any other person, shall 
dispose or give away any poison or poisonous substance, kept in 
a vial or bottle, unless the same is corked in such a manner that 
it will apprise the person uncorking the same, by the sense of 
touch, that the contents thereof are dangerous. This act shall 
apply to all substances kept or to be kept in bottles or vials that 
are now required to be labeled by the word ‘ poison.’ This act 
shall not be construed to repeal any other law heretofore en- 
acted on the subject of poisons, nor shall it apply to patent or 
proprietary medicines or to articles sold at wholesale in quan- 
tities of 1 pound or more.” 

The act, if passed, is to take effect immediately, and a viola- 
tion of its provisions is made a misdemeanor. 





NEW FLEDGED PHARMACISTS. 


Northwestern University Graduates Seventy-three 
Pharmacists—Continuous Sessions. 


Chicago, April 6.—Clad in caps and gowns, 73 members of 
the senior class of the School of Pharmacy of Northwestern 
University received their diplomas at the graduation exercises 
this afternoon in the assembly hall of the Northwestern Uni- 
versity building, Lake and Dearborn streets. 

Amid the applause of their friends and relatives, most of 
whom came from other cities to attend the exercises, the stu- 
dents marched into the assembly hall two by two, and then 
filed by President James, who presented their diplomas to them. 
Following the presentation of the diplomas President James 
addressed the students. 


THE NEW VLAN OF THE UNIVERSITY. 


He announced that the university had decided upon an im- 
portant departure in the future organization and administration 
of the school of pharmacy. Instead of having a single session 
of six months, from October to April, the university has decided 
to adopt the system of continuous sessions as applied in de- 
partments at the University of Chicago. 

The year will be divided into three terms, from September 
to January, January to May, and May to September. Students 
may enter at the beginning of any term and upon the com- 
pletion of the required course will be graduated. 

President James also called the attention of the graduating 
class to the fact that a properly organized school of pharmacy 
now offers instruction which is not simply adapted to training 
the pharmacist or drug clerk for his work, but, owing to the 
large emphasis placed on the scientific aspect of the subjects 
taught, the student is prepared for a wide range of employ- 
ment, in which a knowledge of chemistry. pharmacy or botany 
is necessary or desirable. 

Continuing he said: ‘“ The question is still a much debated 
one whether it is worth a man’s while who is going into prac- 
tical life of any kind to attend a college or university. 

“There are many men who maintain that the proper place 
for the future pharmacist to get his training is in the drug 
store, washing down the floors, scouring out the bottles and 
delivering the medicines. On the other hand, we must face the 
fact that in every department of life in which scientific knowl- 
edge is of value the school can offer a more efficient training 
than the shop. The work of a pharmacist is based, or ought 
to be based, upon a thorough knowledge of chemistry, botany 
and the allied subjects. This scientific knowledge can be better 
obtained in a properly equipped and properly organized labora- 
tory than in any other way. That this proposition is coming 
to be generally accepted is proved by the rapid increase in the 
attendance at our schools of pharmacy. 

“Now why should a student attend a university school of 
pharmacy rather than a school which is independent and has 
no relation to other departments and other schools? Your 
own experience will doubtless answer that question. It is an 
education in itself to be a member of a large body, made up 
of many different individuals, with different training, with 
different ideas and ideals. It is a valuable training for the 
work of life outside which, after all, involves the tasks of know- 
ing your fellow men and getting along with them and knowing 
how to manage them and to enlist their interest, help and sup- 
port in your particular propositions. 

“As a member of the university in which there are medical 
students, law students, students of theology and dentistry, gen- 
eral literature and science, you acquire a wide contact and 
touch with many different men of different minds and qualities, 
and this contact is itself an education. 

“You should carry the interests of this institution and every 
department of it. as you go out, on your minds and hearts. Join 
your pharmacy school alumni association. Keep in touch with 
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your old classmates, become acquainted with the men who 
have preceded you, and also with the men who follow you. Do 
not fall out of touch with this never-ending stream of men and 
women, who are destined to make a continually greater and 
enduring impression upon our American life. 

“Join the alumni association of the university and keep 
us informed of your movements: let us know what you are 
doing. Our fundamental purpose in this is to offer the very 
best training we can in the science and art of the profession, 
and then every man taking this as a single element in his life 
must work out his own salvation. I want to assure you, how- 
ever, that whatever we can do we intend to do. We intend 
that Northwestern University shall be a cherishing mother to 
you, not merely in the years when you were under her imme- 
diate tuition, but in all the years to come, in every way. We 
ask you in turn to give to us that devoted life and service which 
the favored children of a loving mother should give.” 

Following is the list of the students who graduated : 

C. E. Anding, Summit, Miss.; J. P. Andrews, Garret, Ind. ; 
Thomas Arnold, Hasting, Neb.; Carlin Atterbery, Chandler- 
ville, Ill.; J. W. Baillie, Effingham, I]l.; R. H. Baltzer, Hickman, 
Kan.; E. W. Boring. jr., Salem, Ill.; S. W. Brown, Ringwood, 
Ill.; A. E. Buesch, Dubuque, Iowa; Guy Butler, Cambridge, 
Neb.; F. S. Childs, Keithsburg, Ill.: J. V. Cline, Marion, Ill. ; 
T. J. Comer, Mauston, Wis.; A. S. Cooley, Savanna, Ill.; F. J. 
Dean, Waterman, Ill.; O. C. De Vine, Marietta, Ohio; G. R. 
Douglas, Menno, 8. Dak.; F. H. Dunne, Peoria, Ill.; Robt. El- 
liott, Washington, Ill.; H. E. Erickson, Chicago; S. M. Farrar, 
Chicago; H. B. Felts, Barron, Wis.; J. J. Fettgather, Dubuque, 
lowa; G. A. Frantz, Miller’s Station, Pa.; W. E. Frederickson, 
Ottumwa, Iowa; Thomas Gessner, Springfield, Ill.; H. R. Gil- 
bertson, Decorah, Iowa; L. R. Girton, Madison, S. Dak.; C. A. 
Ilammet, Portchester, N. Y.; J. H. Uartman, Freeport, Il. ; 
D. W. Hill, Libertyville, Iowa; Louis Jaeger, Madison, Wis. ; 
Mrs. Christine Jeffers, Bellevue, Iowa; A. S. Keir, Viroqua, 
lowa; Harry Kneevers, Sheboygan, Wis.; A. F. Kohn, Chicago ; 
V. B. Kovarik, Chicago; W. A. Lamborn, Griswold, Iowa; W. 
E. Large, Springfield; F. C. Lien, Hillsboro, N. Dak.; Burt 
Locke, Freeport, Ill.; J. A. Loukota, Schuyler, Neb.; H. W. 
McClain, Tripp, S. Dak.; D. R. McCleery, Pawnee, Neb.; J. W. 
Malone, Chicago; S. V. Martin, Bancroft, Neb.: H. C. Megaw, 
Owaneco, Ill.; Edward Michael, Chicago; G. E. Milne, Morri- 
son, Ill.; J. W. Neely. Chicago; D. A. Nywall, Chicago; A. E. 
Obenland. Pomeroy, Wash.; A. L. Rachae, Cummings, N. Dak. ; 
P. C. Reed, Lincoln, fll.; A. J. Reinholdt, Manning. Iowa; S. N. 
Rinde. Grafton, N. Dak.: E. A. Seck, Evansville, Ind.; Gustav 
Schmierer, Scotland, S. Dak.; H. A. Sharpe, Sussex, Wis.; W. 
E. Simpson, Pleasant Plains, Ill.; E. M. Smith, Savanna, II1.; 
Benjamin Spear, Chicago; A. W. Stahl, Chicago; C. S. Steele, 
Kentland, Ind.; M. A. Sudoth, Friars Point, Miss. ; C. H. Swan- 
son, Clarinda, Ind.; Julius Tank, Manning, Iowa; J. A. Turner, 
Antioch, Ill.: S. S. Vick, Carterville, Ill.; R. E. Vincent, Letts, 
Iowa; C. E. Walker, Quincy, Tll.: O. S. Wertz, Sterling, Il. ; 
C. M. Whitby, Dubuque, Iowa. 

Prof. J. B. S. King, of Herring Medical College, also ad- 
dressed the students and their friends and relatives on The 
Pharmacy of Hahnemann. 





ALBANY COLLEGE PH.G/S. 


Annual Commencement—Graduates Listen to an Excel- 
lent Address by Supreme Court Justice Herrick. 


(From our Regular Correspondent.) 


Albany, N. Y., April 6—The commencement exercises of the 
class of 1908, Albany College of Pharmacy, were held in Odd 
Fellows’ Hall, in this city, on Tuesday evening, March 31, and 
were largely attended. The programme was as follows: Over- 
ture, “ King Dodo;” prayer, Rev. Calvin H. French; address 
of welcome, Willis G. Tucker, M.D. (dean of the faculty) ; se- 
lection, ‘‘ The Chaperones;” conferring of degrees, Andrew V. 
V. Raymond, D.D., LL.D. (chancellor of the University of 
Union) ; ’cello solo, “ Romanz,” Arnold R. Janser; address to 
the graduates, Supreme Court Justice, the Honorable D. Cady 
Herrick ; intermezzo, “In Old Alabama; ” valedictory address, 
Frank S. Thyne; characteristic pastime, “ Ping Pong; ” presen- 
tation of prizes, Prof. Alfred B. Huested ; finale, “ Dixie Land.” 


ADDRESS BY JUDGE HERRICK. 


The young graduates listened to an address by Supreme 
Court Justice Herrick, which was filled with the soundest wis- 
dom. In his introductory remarks Judge Herrick told of the 
pleasing sound which the words pharmacy and pharmacist had 
for him. They carried him back to the days of alchemy and 
the alchemists; to those days when philosophers and others 
bent their energies to the transmutation of base metals into 
gold. Then followed some excellent advice to the young grad- 
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nate about entering into professional life. Judge Herrick’s ad- 
dress was so much out of the usual order as coming from a 
layman that your representative has secured it for publication 
in full in the AMERICAN Drucatst. (The address will be found 
printed on page 189.) 

LIST OF GRADUATES. 

The following are the names of the graduates who received 
diplomas : : 
Neil W. Avery, Cairo. 
Harold 8S. Barnes, Canton. 
Albert C. Blichfeldt, Saratoga 

Springs. 
Mary L. Brayton, Hartford. 
Frederic D. Brown, Schenectady. 
David D. Brown, Schenectady. 
David E. Connery, Greenwich. 
Wesley J. Haig, Madrid. 
Howard H. Hawkins, Brushton. 
Walter G. Ladd, Hoosick Falls 
John K. McDonald, Schenectady. 

CERTIFICATES AND PRIZES. 

Certificates of proficiency, which will be exchanged for di- 
plomas when the holders have completed the requirements as to 
age or term of apprenticeship, were awarded to the following: 
tussell R. Akins, Catskill; George Loderhouse, Monticello; An- 
drew W. McLaughlin, Albany; Everett K. Pangburn, Albany. 

Having satisfied all requirements, the following students, 
who received certificates and passed two years, received di- 
plomas: Theron R. Bradley, New York; Orville S. Clark, Al- 
bany; Nelford J. Plattner, South Norwalk, Conn. 

The six cash prizes awarded for especially meritorious work 
were distributed. A prize of $25 to senior student passing the 
best examination in all branches at the close of the session, to 
George A. Scott, of Sheffield. Mass. ; $20 offered by the Alumni 
Society to the senior student passing the best examination in 
pharmaceutical laboratory work and submitting the best set 
of preparations made there, to George A. Scott, Sheffield, Mass. ; 
$15 offered by Dr. John M. Bigelow, a member of the Board of 
Trustees, to the senior student passing the best examination in 
microscopy and submitting the best set of microscopical mounts 
made during the course, to Neil W. Avery, Cairo, N. Y.; $15 to 
the junior student passing the best examination in all branches 
at the close of the session, to Wiliiam D. Thomas; prize of 
$15 offered by Professor Tucker to the junior student doing 
best work and passing best examinations in chemistry, to Fred. 
S. Heimer; $10 offered by the director of the pharmaceutical 
laboratory to the junior student passing the best examination 
in pharmaceutical laboratory work and submitting the best set 
of preparations made there, to John J. Mackintosh. 

At the conclusion of the exercises the faculty, members of 
the Alumni Society, members of the graduating class and guests 
repaired to the Ten Eyck Hotel, on State street, where a banquet 
was served. Several toasts were responded to. 

ALUMNI ELECT OFFICERS. 

A meeting of the Alumni Society was held in Odd Fellows’ 
Hall in the afternoon and the following officers were elected 
and installed : 

President—John J. A. Lyons. Yonkers. 

Vice-Presidents—George C. Hogan, Albany; David E. 
nery, Greenwich. 

Secretary—Theodore J. Bradley, Albany. 

Treasurer—Edwin C. Hutman, Albany. 

Historian, class ’84—Frank Richardson, of Cambridge. 

Historian, class "94—W. E. Martin, Canandaigua. 


John T. McLaughlin, Boonville. 
William E. Moats, Johnstown. 
Frank F. Peters, Schenectady. 
Dan W. Rich, Eaton. 

Fred. N. Schutt, Gloversville. 
George A. Scott, Sheffield, Mass. 
Charles E. Stickles, Albany. 
Charles R. Sweet, Millerton. 
Charles S. Thyne, Johnstown. 
Fred N. White, Albany. 

James R. Wright, Glens Falls. 


Con- 


Status of the Binghamton Cut Rate Case. 


The case of Rourke Bros. vs. the Elk Drug Company, et al., 
of Binghamton, N. Y., has bobbed up in the law courts again. 
It will be remembered that by an order of the Supreme Court 
in Broome County, granted December 2, 1902, Rourke Bros. were 
required to serve a bill of particulars in 34 specified items. 
Irom this order Rourke Bros. took an appeal, and the matter 
came up for argument in the Appellate Division of the Supreme 
Court, at Albany, N. Y., during the last week of March. 

As this case now stands, the Elk Drug Company and others 
of the defendants appear to have the advantage. Out of the 
fifty odd charges made in the original complaint, some six or 
eight only now remain. The case has been running for about 
two years, and any decision made by the judges of the Appellate 
division and handed down late this term or probably at a later 
term will not be definitive. 





Pharmacist’s License in Mozambique. 


In order to carry on the business of a pharmacist in 
Mozambique it is necessary to take out an annual license cost- 
ing £20, and if the licensee be unqualified, to employ a person 
possessing the Portuguese qualification as manager. 


PHARMACEUTICAL RECORD. 


Obituary. 


JOSEPH R. PERRY. 

Joseph Robert Perry, who 
died at Indianapolis on March 19, 
after a brief illness and confine- 
ment to his home of but ten days, 
was born at Bristol, England, 
February 6, 1840, and came with 
his parents to this country to De- 
troit, Mich, when less than one 
year old. After a brief residence 
at Detroit the family removed to 
Richmond, Ind., where the youth 
and early manhood of Joseph R. 
Perry were spent. At the break- 
ing out of the Civil War he en- 
listed and served in the Twenty- 
first Ohio Infantry, a_ three 
months’ regiment. He afterward 
joined the Fifty-seventh Indiana 
Infantry, in which he served till 
the close of the war. He was 
wounded in the leg during the war, a wound that gave him 
much pain and inconvenience and a very decided limp. 

As a young man Mr. Perry studied medicine; later he became 
a bookkeeper in an Indianapolis wholesale dry goods house, 
and lastly entered the drug business, in which he remained 
31 years. Ile was a graduate from the Purdue University 
School of Pharmacy, and occasionally lectured before that school 
on subjects of practical pharmacy drawn from his own long 
and varied experience. For several years he edited and pub- 
lished the /ndiana Pharmacist, a periodical noted for its bright- 
ness and unconventionality. While recognized as a paper of 
merit, it failed to secure sufficient support, and Mr. Perry was 
reluctantly compelled to give it up. He was for several years 
secretary of the Indiana Pharmaceutical Association, which 
he saw and aided to grow, from a small and feeble beginning 
to one of the recognized institutions of the State, which has 
done much and is yet to do more to improve the condition of 
pharmacy in Indiana. He was also for several years secretary 
of the local pharmaceutical society. During the recent session 
of the General Assembly of Indiana, Mr. Perry was postmaster 
of the Senate, a position in which, by his unfailing courtesy 
and painstaking attention to his duties, he made many friends. 

Mr. Perry was the possessor of a never failing fount of 
humor and was never more happily placed than as historian 
of the Fifty-seventh Indiana, where in his own inimitable way 
he told stories of his fellow soldiers, moving incidents in camp 
and field, that had a wide circulation, though, as every one ad- 
mitted, “no one can tell them like Joe.” 

He was of a tender and affectionate nature, always regard- 
ful of others, and though a sufferer for years, no one ever 
heard him utter a word of complaint. He is survived by a 
widow and two children—Mrs. Omar Ritchie, of Anderson, 
Ind., and Dr. Ralph St. John Perry, of Farmington, Minn. 














Deaths in the Drug Trade. 


ALBERS.—In Knoxville, Tenn., on Tuesday, March 24, George 
W. Albers, of Evansville, Ind., in the sixty-third year of his 
age. 

Be_.t.—In Hartford, Conn., on Wednesday, April 1, Charles 
Ilarris Bell, in the forty-fifth year of his age. 

ENNIss.—In Salisbury, N. C., on Monday, March 16, John H. 
Enniss. 

FERRELL.—In Charlottesville, Va.. on Sunday, March 22, 
Thomas G. Ferrell, in the twenty-fifth year of his age. 

ForELING.—In St. Louis, Mo., on Monday, March 16, Emil 
Foeling, in the twenty-ninth year of his age. 

Hati.—In Fredericksburg, Va., on Tuesday, March 17, Dr. 
Marshall Carter Hall, in the sixty-first year of his age. 

KEARNAN.—In Whitinsville, Mass., on Wednesday, March 25, 
rank J. Kearnan, of Worcester, in the twenty-sixth year of his 
age. 

IKXOEHLER.—In Brooklyn, N. Y., on Wednesday, March 18, 
John George Koehler, in the seventy-third year of his age. 

McCALLEeN.—In Sewickley, Pa., on Wednesday, March 18, 
John McCallen, in the seventy-sixth year of his age. 

Perry.—In Indianapolis. Ind., on Thursday, March 19, Jo- 
seph R. Perry, in the sixty-sixth year of his age. 

RusutTon.—In Springfield, Mass., on Sunday, March 22, J. 
Clement Rushton, in the sixty-fourth year of his age. 

Hopkins.—In Newport News, Va., on April 4, J. F. Hopkins. 

McKee.—In Frankfort, Mich., on March 28, after an illness 
of four weeks, Fred. A. McKee, of Saginaw, Mich. Mr. McKee 
was in the employment of J. B. Collins & Son, Frankfort. 
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Phi Chi Fraternity Dine. 


A most enjoyable banquet was held on Tuesday evening, 
May 31, by Gamma Chapter, Phi Chi Fraternity, at Hotel Marl- 
borough. The Phi Chi is a distinctively pharmaceutical fra- 
ternity, devoted to the advancement of pharmacy and chemistry 
and to the promotion of good fellowship and mutual help among 
its members, who are chosen from the best element of each 
college class. President Chas. S. Erb of the Alumni Association, 
N. Y. C. P., acted as toastmaster, and toasts were responded to 
by members of the faculty of the college as well as by past 
officers of the fraternity and representatives from Boston and 
Ann Arbor (where the parent chapter is located). About 50 
members were present, and during the evening EF. Hitchcock 
with mandolin, and Dan W. Quinn, Frank Banta and others, 
with music and song contributed to the evening’s enjoyment. 
The Grand Chapter Phi Chi will hold its annual convention in 
this city about the middle of April. 

Albert Q. Green, chief councillor, and the Dinner Committee, 
consisting of Wm. J. McGurdy, John G. Emden and Wm. E. 
Cooper, did much to make the affair a success. 





The Seabury & Johnson Bowlers vs. Retail Druggists. 

These rival teams played their last contest of the season to- 
gether Thursday evening last, March 19, in the Evening World’s 
tournament at the Amann & Triess alleys, Schweinfurth, sur- 
named “ Mickey ” by the Bard of that club, being the “ bright 
particular star” of the evening and within four pins of being 
the high score man of the whole tournament, which comprises 
three or four scores of the “ swiftest ” bowling teams in Greater 
New York. It was of no avail, however, against the steady work 
of the Seabury & Johnson team, who finished with a total of 
832 against 823 for the Retail Druggists. [ere are the scores: 

Seabury & Johnson.—Lovis, 168; De Zeller, 166; Coughey, 
167; Scrimshaw, 162; Judge, 169. Total, 832. 

Retail Druggists.—Schweinfurth, 23 Weiss, 137; 
merman, 184; White, 144; Hitchcock, 127. Total, 823. 


Tim- 





Utica Druggists Unite in a Co-operative License Scheme, 
(From our Regular Correspondent.) 

Utica, April 3.—At a special meeting of the Utica Druggists’ 
Association held recently, a plan was launched to enable the 
druggists to unite and operate under one liquor license. The 
plan will probably be adopted at the regular meeting of the 
organization in May. ‘This action on the part of the Utica 
druggists was prompted by a conviction that the new excise 
law increasing the cost of licenses will become a law. ‘The 
adoption by the Utica druggists of the new co-operative license 
will mean that the State will be a loser of between $7000 and 
$8000 a year in license money from Utica. 

At present there are thirty drug stores in Utica, and the 
proprietors of nearly all of them are paying $300 a year for 
the privilege of selling spirituous liquors without the prescrip- 
tion of a physician. Those who are compelled to have a pre- 
scription from a physician before selling liquor only have to 
pay a license of $5 a year. ‘The new excise measure means 
an increase in the cost of the license of 50 per cent., making a 
druggist’s license cost $450 to those who sell without a physi- 
cian’s prescription. ‘The druggists argue that the investment 
would not prove a paying one. 

On the evening prior to the recent public hearing held at 
Albany on the pending excise measure the Utica Druggists’ 
Association elected G. S. Ballard to represent them at the hear- 
ing. Upon his return Mr. Ballard assured the other members 
of the association that the then pending measure would be- 
come a law. 

In case the druggists take out but one license the firms will 
pay the cost pro rata and display the single license in one 
centrally located drug store, from which all orders and pre- 
scriptions for liquor shall be filled. When a customer enters 
a store and asks for liquor the druggist will dispatch his boy 
to the central bureau for it. 





The Chemistry and Physical Properties of Linseed Oil 
formed the subject of a paper by Maximilian Toche, which was 
read at the monthly meeting of the New York section of the 
American Chemical Society, held on Friday evening, March 27, 
at the Chemists’ Club. 


J. M. Bush, of W. J. Bush & Co., Ltd., London, and of W. J. 
Bush & Co., Incorporated, of 5 Jones Lane, New York, left 
England for the United States by the “ Teutonic” on April 1st. 
He is accompanied by W. S. Gill, who for some time has con- 
trolled the perfumery branch of the English Company. Per- 
fumers and others who are interested in new products and the 
modern methods of applying them, would do well to write to 
Mr. Gill, 5 Jones Lane, whilst he is in America. 


Cutting Continues in , Buffalo—Buffalo Bowlers Challenged—T he 
, Liquor, License, Problem—Licenses Issued by the Western Board. 


(From our Regular Correspondent.) 

Bufialo, April 7.—There is complaint of the Buffalo drug 
trade from various sources. So many things have gone wrong 
that some of them promise to remain so. If it is not price cut- 
ting it is the weather. The best that some of the retailers can 
say is that the cutting has not reached them. Such establish- 
ments are on the outer reaches of the city, and are, as a rule, 
among the fortunates, especially as the plan of setting up new 
stores and dividing the trade with them has been dropped for 
the present. It does not appear likely that the cutting of pro- 
prietary goods will be stopped right away, so the best must be 
made of it. The downtown druggist notes that all the soda 
water stands were smarted up lately for a good Sunday trade, 
and then the April weather turned back to March and freezing 
weather spoiled it all. I‘ortunes in retail drugs are past appar- 
ently, and all the accessories have been absorbed by some one 
else. 

ROCHESTER BOWLERS CHALLENGE BUFFALONIANS. 


It is late for regular bowling, but the Rochester Druggists 
Club has a chip on its shoulder yet for Buffalo, which will have 
to be knocked off before we can have settled summer weather. 
A challenge has just been received by the Buffalo Drugzgists’ 
Club from Secretary McBay, of the Rochester Club, asking for 
an early date in Rochester. He adds discreetly that his forces 
have learned to bowl from behind the line, which allusion re- 
calls a slight misunderstanding between the two clubs some. 
time ago, when it was claimed that Rochester wanted to get 
near enough to the pins to shoo them over if the ball failed. 
to hit them. It is all forgiven now, and an acceptance of the 
invitation will be made up soon. 

THE LIQUOR LICENSE QUESTION. 

The liquor license question is still on, and though it is very 
late to do anything this session of the Legislature, Secretary 
Brady, of the Middle Branch of the State Board of Pharmacy, 
has sent a request to certain of the Buffalo druggists that 
they look up the state of things and report. The question is 
what the trade wants and what it is now doing to strengthen 
any demands it may make. It is stated that there are only 
four $300 store licenses taken out by Buffalo retail druggists, 
so that the trade is paying very little more than the regular 
$5 dispensing license. One dealer is of the opinion that a 
license to sell without prescription up to a quart, and costing 
$100 would be taken by 50 druggists, and he is willing to work 
on that line. As this request comes primarily from the State 
Commissioner of Excise prompt action may accomplish some- 
thing. What the public wants to know in the matter is whether 
such a license will not tend to lower the character of certain 
not overscrupulous drug stores well down to the level of bar 
rooms, 


LICENSED IN WESTERN NEW YORK. 


The Western branch of the State Board of Pharmacy broke 
the record in the number of licenses granted, the list including 
16 pharmacists and 11 druggists, as follows: Pharmacists—M. 
L. Albright, E. M. Bennett, H. G. Biles, H. F. Cull, A. G. Ham- 
ple, W. L. Herkley, W. D. Nash, R. E. Owen, George I. Serrins, 
Joseph M. Schmitt, all of Buffalo; D. Briggs, of Warsaw; Miss 
C. Chapin, of White’s Corners, Pa.; Miss A. Hearons, of Olean; 
F. G. Prescott, of New York; Max C. Salchow, of Niagara Falls. 
Druggists—John Buettner, G. W. Clark, C. E. Freeman, F M. 
Kline, E. A. MecLouth, J. H. Sanders, John P. Smith, J. F. 
Strozzi, C. M. Tucker, J. A. Woodside, all of Buffalo; S. C. 
James, of Niagara Falls. 

Not a few of the licentiates are pharmacy college students, 
and of the others some have no positions, so that no record of 
place of business was made by the secretary of the board. It 
may be noted that the youth who was dismissed from the for- 
mer examination for cheating is in the above list. It was 
known at the time he was denied a license that he was quali- 
fied from what he had done without the assistance of his 
“pony,” so it was felt that he was sufficiently punished, and he 
was admitted this time. 

SPRING CHANGES. 


William Mezger has been put in charge of the store of Hey- 
den & Twohey on Triangle street. B.C. Hayes, formerly in the 
drug department of Faxon’s, is now with H. P. Hayes on Elk 
street. H. E. Cuthbert goes from the Triangle street store- 
mentioned above to that of H. P. Hayes on Main street. Charles. 
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Vanderberg has engaged with TT. A. Sloan on Main street. W. 
A. Wagner, lately granted a license, has engaged with Dr. 
Gregory. W. H. MceCoach has gone from the store of T. S. Wil- 
son to that of Adon Rice. KE. T. Bryant goes from Adon Rice to 
the Main street store of H. P. Hayes. George M. Wood, former- 
ly manager of the store of Hubbard & Co. on Herkimer street, 
has engaged to travel for Bristol, Myers & Co., of New York. 
Dr. C. E. Abbott, who has been the traveling inspector for the 
Middle and Western branches of the State Board of Pharmacy, 
has resigned, as he intends to begin the practice of medicine. 
The vacant place is expected by Luther A. Thomas, who was 
formerly with J. L. Perkins. O. E. Lamb has changed from the 
store of J. L. Perkins to that of E. R. L. Smith. 


SOME RECENT TRANSFERS OF DRUG STORES. 


F. A. Darrin, for some years manager of the Main street store 
of H. P. Hayes, has bought the Glenwood Pharmacy of A. G. 
Bennett, who will take up the manufacture of his headache and 
other specialties. The Wiltsie Pharmacy, at Main and Virginia 
streets, has been sold, and is lately bought by Hayden & Twohey, 
former clerks in the store, who some time ago established them- 
selves on the opposite side of Main street. The new store will 
be closed. D. S. Cogan has moved his pharmacy from 312 Grant 
street to 211 Lafayette street in the same neighborhood. C. J. 
Dwyer, the Broadway druggist, is preparing to open a second 
store on Elk street. 


THE ANNUAL BAL MASQUE OF THE BUFFALO PHARMACISTS 


will be held in German-American Hall on April 17. Prepara- 
tions have been made for the accommodation of 300 people, and 
as the event has always been a success in previous years the 
preparatory work is taken up with the greatest expectation of 
the same good time. As usual, there will be prizes given for 
the best costumes. Following are the chairmen of committees: 
General Committee. George Reimann; Reception Committee, 
James L. Perkins: Music Committee, Thomas W. Tyson; Floor 
Committee, Harris A. Scheck; Prize Committee, Edward J. 
Liebetrut ; Decorations Committee, Mrs. George Reimann. 


BUFFALO NOTES. 


Buffalo drug clerk changes: W. E. Johnston, from H. P. 
Hayes to Hoolohan’s, Allen street; E. G. Van Winkle, to Mc- 
Eachren’s, Vermont street. 


David M. Cowan, long the most active member of the Buf- 
falo wholesale drug house of Plimpton, Cowan &.Co., who 
was obliged to give up business some weeks ago on account 
of nervous and other troubles brought on by overwork, has 
gone to Palm Beach, Fla., for an indefinite sojourn. Being a 
young man, his entire recovery is confidently expected. 


F. A. Darrin, for some years manager of the Main street 
drug store of H. I’. Hayes, of Buffalo, has retired, having dis 
posed of his interest to the principal cwner. He was well 
known in all Buffalo drug cireles and had been in charge cf 
the affairs of the wholesale buying company of which the 
Hayes stores were a part. The management of the store has 
been given to T. V. Mullen, who has for s me years heen con 
nected with it. 


John Peterson, secretary of the Empire State Drug Com 
pany, of Buffalo, was married February 18, the bride being 
Miss Gertrude Stover, of Buffalo. The honeymoon includes 
an extended Eastern trip. The bridegroom is now sending 
his frieuds from Atlantic City the latest thing in picture 
postals, the card containing a fine photograph of the happy 
pair, all of which is very neat, though it would hardly he 
needed to remind their acquaintances that they are remarka- 
bly good looking. 


An odd accident occurred at the drug store of George Rei- 
mann, secretary of the Western Branch of the State Board of 
Pharmacy, at Buffalo, lately. It appears that a customer must 
have caught a button or some part of his apparel in the end 
of the counter twine ball, and as he departed it paid out. All 
went well till the ball caught, and then there was a crash. 
The heavy glass case in which it was kept went to the floor, 
making a racket that could only have been exceeded by an 
explosion. The innocent or guilty party was by this time 
half a block away and made his escape without being dis- 
covered and possibly without knowing what he had done. 


It looks as though the goblins or something of the sort 
would get away with the people in the store of Secretary Rei- 
mann, of the Western branch of the State Board of Pharmacy, 
if they don’t watch out. A few days after the episode of the 
ball of twine a piece of scroll work that has been for a long 
time in the frame above the big mirror that forms part of the 
division between the front and the back of the store came 
crashing down to the floor, stirring up no little commotion, 
though it did no damage to itself or anything else. It has not 
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been put back into place yet, and if the bogey man comes along 
soon he will be asked to say a few things over it to scare the 
sperrits away from it. 


N. Y. S. P. A. Annual Meeting. 


Judging from present indications the twenty-fifth annual 
meeting of the New York State Vharmaceutical Association, 
to be held in Utica, June 15, 16, 17, will be the largest attended 
gathering in the history of the organization. The association 
was founded in Utica, and of those who will be in attendance 
at the coming meeting, William Blaikie will probably be the 
only charter member. The association now has 900 members. 

Tuesday morning, June 15, at 10 o’clock, the delegates will 
convene in the New Century Club’s Auditorium. The day’s 
work of the delegates will probably be concluded this forenoon. 
It is the intention of the arrangement committee to have a 
special train on the R. W. & O. branch of the New York Central 
Railroad chartered for the use of the delegates Tuesday after- 
noon. A trip to Trenton Falls will be made. There the party 
will be escorted through the plant of the Utica, Gas & Electric 
Company, and shown the mechanism whereby the water power 
of the West Canada Creek is converted into electricity, which 
turns the wheels of nearly all the machinery in central New 
York. The members of the State association, through the local 
arrangement committee, have been granted the special privilege 
of visiting the water power plant on that day. 

Wednesday, after the day’s business has been concluded, 
the visitors will probably take a trolley ride over the sixty 
niles of the Utica & Mohawk Valley Electric Railroad, visiting 
14 suburban towns of Utica. Wednesday evening the Traveling 
Men's Auxiliary will give an entertainment in the auditorium 
where the convention is to be held. 

Thursday afternoon a tour of the city will be made, the 
guests making short visits to the local hospitals, the Masonic 
Home and the New York State Insane Asylum. The grand 
banquet and closing event of the convention will be held Thurs- 
day evening at the Butterfield House. During the mornings of 
the meeting an hour will be set aside for a reception to the 
ladies. The arrangement committee is made up of W. Blaikie, 
chairman; J. H. Sheehan, treasurer, and W. B. Bunker; sec- 
retary, W. Howarth. 





Albany Drug Club Holds Banquet. 


(From our Regular Correspondent.) 


ALBANY, N. Y.—The Albany Drug Club, composed of the 
ost prominent druggists in this city, gave their second annual 
banquet at the New Kenmore Ilotel on North Pearl street, on 
the evening of Wednesday, March 25. The affair was one of 
the most successful and enjoyable of the season. At the tables, 
which were arranged in the main banquet hall, were seated 100 
diners—members of the club and their invited guests. The 
march to the dining room was made to the strains of the Ken- 
more Orchestra. 

At the conclusion of the dinner the following programme 
was carried out: Quartette, “ Kentucky Babe”; toast, “ The 
Albany Drug Ciub,” E. F. Hunting; solo, ‘“ Anchored,” . Mr. 
Umpleby; toast, * Our City,” Mayor Charles H. Gaus; quar- 
tette, “ Annie Laurie”; toast, “The Wholesaler,” Charles Gib- 
son; solo, * Absence,” Mr. Davenport; quartette, medley ; solo, 
“The Lily or the Rose,’ Otto R. Mende; quartette, selected. 
Meibers of the quartette: Jacob C. Acker, counter tenor; 
Frank E. Davenport, tenor; Frank C. Umpleby, baritone; Otto 
R. Mende, basso; William L. Widdemer, accompanist. 

A feature of the evening was the song, “ Mr. Dooley Paro- 
died,” in which several of the members of the club were sub- 
jected to verses of wit and humor that convulsed the entire as- 
semblage. The solo part of the song was sung by George Dixon, 
the rest joining in the chorus. 

The members of the club are: Geo. D. Albee; W. L. Purple, 
M.D.; Warren L. Bradt; A. L. Georgé, M.D.:; E. C. Brumaghim: 
W. F. Elmendorf; J. P. Failing & Co.; D. H. Fonda Drug Com- 
pany; C. H. Gaus; L. H. Gaus; G. A. Harrig; J. B. Harvith; G. 
C. Hogan; A. B. Huested & Co.; E. F. Hunting; E. C. Hutman; 
¥. I. Knowles; T. J. Lewi; Edward Loeb; W. E. Masten; J. H. 
Miller; T. J. Morehead; T. W. Nellis, D. & P. Supply Company : 
I'redk. Neudorf; Wm. Palmatier; Louis Sautter; Wm. Sautter: 
F. W. Schaefer ; Otto Scholz: C. H. Smith, M.D.; F. J. Smith; 
F. W. Scott, Jr.; Chas. H. Spehr: R. G. Stewart; M. J. Tiernan; 
J. De P. Townsend ; Chas. Turner; Roy Weber; Chr. E. Vernoy ; 
Walker & Gibson; Thos. E. Walsh; H. W. Warner. 

The officers of the club are: President, A. B. Huested ; vice- 
president, J. P. Failing; secretary, F. J. Smith: treasurer. 
George C. Hogan; Executive Committee: S. C. Bradt, Charles 
B. Crum, W. E. Masten, F. J. Knowles, F. W. Schaefer. 
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Price Schedule Goes Into Effect—All Co-operate Cordially—A Phi 
Chi Dinner—A New Law on Liquor Adulteration. 


(From our Regular Correspondent.) 


Boston, April 8.—The N. A. R. D. schedule went into effect 
here in this city as predicted. All of the dealers, including 
the big firms, have observed it carefully. Every one seems to 
be impressed with the importance of the affair, and regards the 
organization and the schedule seriously. The various auxil- 
iaries are doing good work in adhering to the rate fixed, and 
are propagating the idea that in order to have the movement 
succeed, the home organization must be supported. The sched- 
ule first used in South Boston was higher than that of any 


other auxiliary, and this made a readjustment to near the down. 


town prices necessary. The new rates went into operation 
Monday, and are giving satisfaction. Mr. Stamm is now the 
permanent organizer for this district. 


BOSTON DRUGGISTS MEET. 


The last meeting of the Boston Druggists’ Association was 
held at Young’s Hotel on March 31. President Richardson was 
at the head of the table for the first time since his election. 
The guest of the evening was S. B. H. Bravo, and he gave 
a talk upon and exhibited a series of stereopticon views of 
the Island of Jamaica, which were taken by Dr. Robert John- 
son, a noted African explorer. 


PHI CHI DINE. 


The first annual reunion and dinner of Eta Chapter of the 
Phi Chi Fraternity was held at the Hotel Lenox on the 
evening of March 30. Herbert T. Blake, Ph.G., who was re- 
sponsible for the organization of this chapter, came on from 
New York to preside at the banquet. Of the ten charter mem- 
bers, nine attended this anniversary. The chapter has grown 
rapidly, and there was a large attendance. After the wants 
of the inner man had been supplied, Mr. Blake gave a history 
of the organization, and then introduced as speakers Professor 
Nixon, Dr. Piper and Messrs. Gunn, Mayo, Treat and Gerald. 
Professor Nixon was initiated as an honorary member, con- 
cluding with an amusing mock ceremony. 


PROPOSED CHANGE IN THE PURE DRUG LAW. 


There was a hearing at the State House last Week on a 
bill to exempt clerks and all employees, except superintendents 
and managers, from the penalties imposed on the sale of 
adulterated articles. Those in favor of the bill alleged that 
under the present law the clerk who actually makes the sale 
is the one liable for prosecution, while the manager or super- 
intendent, who knows about the quality of the goods, is likely 
to go free. The manager or proprietor oftentimes pays the 
fines imposed upon the clerks, but there is nothing which 
obliges him’ to do this. Dr. Abbott, of the Board of Health, 
objected to the proposed bill, although he said it might be 
possible to change it so that the clerk could be relieved by 
giving the name of the proprietor or manager; the object of 
the law was to secure pure goods, and the inspectors made 
every effort to get at the manufacturers when this was pos- 
sible. Cases had been brought against clerks in a very few 
instances only. 


SALE OF ADULTERATED LIQUOR ILLEGAL. 


An act has passed the House to prevent the adulteration of 
intoxicating iiquors. The proposed law makes it the duty of 
an inspector to prosecute all cases in which adulterated or 
impure liquors are sold, or offered for sale. Liquors shall be 
deemed impure or adulterated within the meaning of this act 
if they contain any such substance as is mentioned in Section 1 
of Chapter 213 of the Revised Laws, or any poisonous or in- 
jurious substance. Violations may be punished by fine or im- 
prisonment at the discretion of the court. 


VARIOUS LEGISLATIVE MATTERS. 


An attempt was recently made by a member of the Public 
Health Committee to obtain authority for the committee to 
travel to New York City to investigate the municipal plant 
for the production of vaccine lymph. The order was defeated. 
Those interested in the bill relative to the prevention of adul- 
teration of linseed oil have been given leave to withdraw. 
Like reports have been handed down on the petitions that for- 
mulas of proprietary medicines be printed on the outside of 
labels; also for legislation to establish a penalty for selling 
cigarettes to minors. The bill providing that none but regis- 
tered pharmacists shall designate themselves as druggists and 
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apothecaries was recently given a hearing. It was opposed by 
W. F. Sawyer, W. W. Bartlet and the Hon. John Larrabee, 
and no one appeared in its advocacy. There was also a hear- 
ing on a bill abolishing the Board of Medicine. 


THE GREENLEAF MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP. 


Several meetings of the committee having in charge the 
Robert A. Greenleaf Memorial Scholarship Fund have been 
held recently. Nearly enough money has been secured to in- 
sure the permanency of this project. It is proposed to estab- 
lish a scholarship to be paid from the interest of the fund, the 
principal being kept intact. Contributions to the fund are 
therefore a permanent investment, and will be of value to the 
college. The scholarship is intended for needy students, and 
in order to receive the benefits of the fund application must 
be made by a regular student of the school, who has fulfilled 
all the requirements of the junior year and shall be of such 
scholarship standing as to entitle his application to considera- 
tion. 


STATE ITEMS. 


Herbert T. Blake, Ph.G., M.C.P., 1902, has accepted a re- 
sponsible position in the New York office of the Mallinckrodt 
Chemical Works. 

The first grand social and dance of the Boston Retail Drug 
Clerks’ Association will be held at Berkeley Hall, Thursday, 
April 16. The music will be by Condit’s Orchestra. 


Krank E. Mott, of the graduating class M.C.P., has assumed 
charge of the City Hospital dispensary, and Frank R. Hixon, 
of the same class, will act as chemist at the dairy depot of C. 
Brigham & Co. 


The senior class, M. C. P., is rapidly completing arrange- 
ments for class day exercises. Archie E. Picken will deliver 
the ‘‘ Opening Address,” W. G. Brooks the * Class Oration,” F. 
D. Pierce the “ Prophecy” and W. R. Ash will probably give 
the “Class History.” 

The selectmen of North Attleboro recently voted not to 
grant any druggists’ licenses the coming year. Three years 
ago, when the town went no license, three druggists’ licenses 
were granted, and many complaints were made that the drug- 
gists misused them. 


The C. P. Seaverns Company were recently organized at 
Kittery, Maine, to deal in drugs and chemicals. The capital 
stock is $25,000, of which nothing is paid in; par value, $100. 
The promoters are Clarence P. Seaverns, Boston; A. M. Meloon, 
Newcastle, N. H.; William D. Rockwood, Melrose, Mass. ; Hor- 
ace Mitchell, Kittery. 


Registered in Massachusetts. 


During the month of March the Board of Pharmacy held 
five examinations, at which the following candidates were suc- 
cessful: Joseph C. Dinan, Wakefield; Ellsworth B. Reed, Cam- 
bridge; George B. Dormin, Springfield; EFdwin S. McField, Bos- 
ton; James R. MeMinn, East Cambridge: James A. Moore, 
Malden; Bert P. Anderson, Worcester; Charles A. Doyle, New 
Bedford; Harry E. Woodman, Boston; George H. Adams, Wal- 
tham; Ernest L. Burton, South Framingham; Louis B. John- 
son, Concord; Edward F. Laporte, Holyoke; Abraham _ T. 
Schwartz, Boston; Adolf H. Ackermann, Boston; Edward B. 
Carpenter, Taunton, and Wesley C. Foster, Pittsfield. Messrs. 
MeMinn, Anderson, Adams and Ackermann are M.C.P. students. 





Changes in the New Hampshire Liquor Law. 


A feature of the liquor law of New Hampshire was an 
amendment to the fifth class (druggists’ licenses) permitting 
hardware and paint dealers to sell pure alcohol for mechanical 
and chemical uses. In the Maine Senate a bill permitting drug- 
gists to sell liquor on a physician’s prescription, but only one 
pint at one order to each person, was also killed, although it 
passed the lower branch. 


Wheeling Druggists Organized. 


Vor six years Wheeling, W. Va., has been a cut rate city. 
It has been a war between druggists. Now all is changed. 
The retailers have adopted a price schedule. The aggressive 
cutters have been brought. into line, and an agreeable price list 
has been fixed. The advance is about 10 per cent. This is one 
of the cities which was thought to be beyond redemption. 
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(From our Regular Correspondent.) 

Philadelphia, April 7.—The work of organization has been 
completed, and the price schedule put into effect. All are en- 
thusiastic over the condition and outlook, which are treated of 
more fully in a special article elsewhere in this issue. 


THE AMENDMENT TO THE LAW. 


The amendment to the State Pharmacy Law requiring a 
college diploma on the part of persons taking the examination 
of the Board of Pharmacy for registration as pharmacists 
failed to pass. Many druggists were in favor of this bill, but 
the Solons at Harrisburg were not of the same opinion. As the 
law now stands, all that is necessary to become a legally reg- 
istered pharmacist is to have four years’ experience in the re- 
tail drug business and sufficient knowledge to pass the Board 
of Pharmacy examination. 

Through the efforts of the Legislation Committees of the 
Drug Exchange, the Retail Druggist Association and the Penn- 
sylvania Pharmaceutical Association, the Mayne Pharmacy bill 
has been defeated, but an amendment has been made to bill No. 
417. It is now as follows, and it is thought it will pass in its 
present shape: 

An Act to regulate the manufacture of poisonous and narcotic 
drugs, chemicais, medicines and patent or proprietary medicines, or 
preparations consisting in whole or in part of the same. 

Section 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania in General Assembly met, 
and it is hereby enactec by the authority of the same, That it shall be 
uniawful for any person or persons within this Commonwealth, except- 
ing registered pharmacists, to manufacture any medicines, drugs, chem- 
icals, mixtures, anodynes or any preparation or combination of the 
same which shal! contain any opium or its alkaloids, coca or its alka- 
loids. or any morphine or any whiskey, brandy, wine or other intoxicat- 
ing liquor. 

Sec. 2. Every person who violates any of the provisions of this 
act shall upon conviction be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor and shall 
be punished by a fine not exceeding one hundred dollars or sentenced 
to undergo an imprisonment not exceeding six months, or both, in the 
discretion of the court. 

Sec. 3. This act shall take effect on the first day of September, 1903. 

Sec. 4. All acts or parts of acts inconsistent with the provisions of 
this act are hereby repealed. 

Besides this Senators Guhring and Weaver, of Allegheny 
County, have each presented a bill prohibiting the sale of 
cocaine except on a prescription from a doctor, dentist or vet- 
erinarian. A close watch is being kept on these bills. 


AN ALUMNI BANQUET. 


On Wednesday evening last an alumni banquet was held at 
the Roosevelt, on Chestnut street, west of Nineteenth. This 
was one of the most delightful meetings the graduates of the 
P. C. P. ever had. There were present representatives from 
nearly every class, and many were the stories told that took 
the “ boys” back to their Alma Mater. 


THE BOWLING OUTLOOK. 


Owing to what some of the members of the Druggist Bowling 
League term “corks” or “ringers,” there has been a de- 
cided drop in the interest in this healthy pastime. It is said, 
however, that the rules will be more stringent next year, and 
there will be more incentive for the learners to keep at it. 


PHILADELPHIA ITEMS. 


Charles H. Riegel has opened a new store at Fifty-first and 
Arch streets. ° 


W. P. Bender has opened a new store at Twenty-first and 
Fitzwater streets. ° 


The Progressive Drug Company, at Broad street and Snyder 
avenue, are now the Humphrey Pharmacy. 

M. J. Maurice, during the illness of A. Swisher, of Johnson 
& Johnson, will cover his territory. 

Henry Tuck, one of the most prominent druggists in Wilkes- 
Barre, died last month after a protracted illness. 


Chas. Seither, who represents Euler & Robson in this city, 
has gone to Baltimore to work the trade in that city. 

A young Mr. Ochse came to town on March 6. His address 
is care of Geo. H. Ochse, Twenty-third and Oxford streets. 

A. Burke, manager of the Broad Street Station Pharmacy, 
is receiving congratulations. It is a boy. The others were 
girls. 

Hosea Kindig, of Pfromm & Kindig. is an ardent fisherman, 
2nd is preparing to resume his Saturday excursions to Nesha- 
miny. w 
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The College Requirement Fails—To Regulate the Manufacture of 
£4 Proprietaries—An Alumni Banquet—A Blue Bowling Outlook. 


Mr. Crawford, late manager of Menger’s Pharmacy, Twenty- 
ninth and Jefferson streets, has opened a store at Fifty-eiglith 
and Arch streets. 


Joseph Crawford, Frankford avenue and Hart’s lane, has 
had an increase in the family. It is a boy, and he is very 
happy and proud. 


George B. Galton, of Johnson & Johnson, has satisfied him- 
self on the question whether it takes more to keep two than 
one. He is now buying carpets and furniture. 


W. B. Steinmetz, who recently sold his drug store at Six- 
teenth and Morris streets, has bought the store at Thirteenth 
and Cambria streets from D. Ford Barr. 


J. B. Slaughter, the well-known Germantown druggist, 
won the first prize at the recent euchre given by the Retail 
Druggists’ Association. It was a $150 hot soda fountain. 


The St. Cloud Pharmacy, Seventh and Arch streets, has 
opened a branch store at 145 North Eighth street. The store 
was formally conducted by the La Franco Institution. 


Wallace Procter, who for many years conducted the drug 
store at Nineteenth and Pine streets, is now clerking for Wil- 
liam Procter, jr., Company, at Ninth and Lombard streets. 


W. B. Steinmetz, who a few weeks ago disposed of his store 
at Sixteenth and Moore streets, and purchased one located at 
Thirteenth and Cambria streets, died last week after a short 
illness. 


S. B. Maurice, formerly of Smith, Kline & French Company, 
is now with Johnson & Johnson as their city representative. 
Mr. Maurice was for many years in the office of J. & J. in 
New Brunswick. 


Walter N. Collins, who represents Hance Bros. & White, is 
seeking to secure a larger territory, as the little girl which 
he lately received will take more money to properly care for 
than it does two. 


R. Simpson, who until recently was with George D. Feidt & 
Co., has purchased the store of O. H. Clark, at Thirty-sixth and 
Race streets. Mr. Clark is going to confine himself to the man- 
ufacturing business. 


F. C. Orth, of Holmesburg, has been compelled to move back 
from the main street, about one-quarter of a- block, while his 
new store is being built, and which when completed will be the 
handsomest store in Holmesburg. 


P. A. Dietrich, of Fifty-ninth street and Haverford avenue, 
has purchased a lot on the northwest corner of Sixtieth street 
and Girard avenue, on which he will erect one of the largest 
stores in that section of the city. 


The Philadelphia Wholesale Drug Company, Limited, are 
doing the largest business in their history. Under the able man- 
agement of Mr. Rohrman the financial condition of the corpora- 
tion has greatly improved, and when the lease expires next 
year larger quarters are to be secured. 


The Union Drug Company are going quietly ahead and add- 
ing new stores to their chain. This company have bought 
the store at Eighteenth and Jefferson streets, conducted by 
S. Harry Conover. It is understood that a store in the south- 
ern section of the city is being negotiated for. 


The Entertainment Committee of the P. P. A. have already 
taken active preparations for their next meeting, which will be 
held at Eagle’s Mere in June. As the spot is one of the most 
beautiful in the State a large attendance is expected. The com- 
mittee consists of Messrs. D. E. Bransome, chairman; M. Busch. 
secretary, and H. C. Byers. 


Much anxiety is felt by the various members of the Drug 
Bowling League. The selection of the team which is to repre- 
sent Philadelphia at the tournament at Chicago is puzzling the 
Executive Committee. The rank and file advocate representa- 
tion by high average only ; the officers are inclined to follow the 
example of New York, contending that the team should be repre- 
sentative, the highest man from each Club being selected. 


Frank Morgan, a druggist at 1629 Walnut street, recently 
trapped a fugitive from justice who the police have been look- 
ing for several weeks. The criminal, Joseph P. Mallon, tried to 
get money from Mr. Morgan by sending a boy to him with a 
note from Dr. Alfred Stengel. It appears Mr. Morgan and Dr. 
Stengel are close friends, and he knew the doctor was not in 
the habit of borrowing. He detained the boy, called up the 
Detective Bureau, and then had the boy followed. He was 
trailed to Twelfth and Vine, where he met Mallon, when the 
police arrested him. The culprit is charged with securing 
money from a number of people. Mallon is a graduate in phar- 
macy. 
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Druggists and Telephone Companies at Odds—Druggists Decide to 
Terminate All Business Relations with the Telephone Com- 
panies—Details of Policy to be Followed Not Made Public— 
Present Company Expected to have Active Competition— 
Supporting the Miles Plan. 


(From our Regular Correspondent.) 


Cincinnati, April 7.—The committee representing the Ohio 
Valley Druggists’ Association met a committee from the City 
and Suburban Telegraph Association controlling the local tele- 
phone service, March 30, and submitted a new proposition with 
reference to the telephone pay stations and contracts. Several 
other propositions advanced by the druggists had been refused 
by the Telephone Company, and the new proposition was said 
by the druggists to be an ultimatum. The new proposition pro- 
vided that 10 per cent. on all receipts up to $50, 20 per cent. 
on all receipts amounting to $75, 30 per cent. on receipts to 
$100, and 40 per cent. on all receipts over $100 a year, be al- 
lowed to the druggists in whose places of business the pay sta- 
tions are established. The druggists were willing to surrender 
the right of all free calls, excepting for fire and police emergen- 
cies. - 

FIRM ON BOTH SIDES. 


The officials of the Telephone Company declined to make any 
concessions or recede from their original position in the mat- 
ter. Following the conference with the telephone officials, the 
Board of Control of the Ohio Valley Druggists’ Association held 
a meeting April 1, when there was a full discussion of all the 
points involved in the controversy. A resolution was passed 
by unanimous vote to refuse the counter contract proposed by 
the Telephone Company. This contract provides for the free 
installation of instruments and permits the druggist to receive 
10 per cent. on all receipts over $60 a year, though he is not al- 
lowed any free calls. At the close of the meeting it was an- 
nounced that the Governing Board of the Druggists’ Associa- 
tion had decided to terminate all business relations with the 
Telephone Company as far as possible. For certain reasons the 
details of the policy to be followed by the board have not been 
made public, and will not be until the full expression is ob- 
tained from all the members of the association. One member 
of the commitiee is authority for the statement that nq proposi- 
tion has been received from the Fitzsimmons Telephone Com- 
pany, a rival corporation which is now engaged in efforts to 
secure a franchise to permit the stringing of wires and the 
operation of a new system within the corporate limits of Cin- 
cinnati. Nearly all of the drug store pay station contracts ex- 
pired March 31, and of those remaining in force none continue 
longer than June. A crisis in the situation is rapidly approach- 
ing, and there is every indication of serious trouble, which will 
probably have a sequel in litigation in the courts. A time limit 
of 30 days governs the pay station contracts, but it is up to the 
Telephone Company to decide about this matter. 


THE FITZSIMMONS TELEPHONE COMPANY 


last week filed with the Secretary of State at Columbus an 
amendment to its present charter permitting it to string lines 
and operate a telephone service in most of the villages and 
smaller towns in the neighborhood of Cincinnati, and this move 
is taken to mean that the present Telephone Company will have 
active competition in a very short time, which will have the 
moral and material support of the several hundred druggists in 
this vicinity. - 
SUPPORTING THE MILES PLAN. 


Cincinnati druggists have been giving the most substantial 
assistance possible to the new contract sent out by the Dr. 
Miles Medical Company. To the pharmacists of the Ohio Val- 
ley belongs the credit of launching into practical existence the 
present plan of operation of the N. A. R. D. In response to a 
letter from the Stein-Gray Drug Company on the subject of the 
contract which is now being sent out, the following reply was 
received : 


Tae Al 


SLKHARDT, IND. 


“The Stein-Gray Drug Company, Cincinnati, Ohio: 

“ GENTLEMEN : We are in receipt of your esteemed favor, and 
thank you for the contracts inclosed. It may be interesting for 
your readers to know that the list of wholesale druggists who 
have accepted our agency plan is now sufficiently large to be 
entirely satisfactory to us. There are but few jobbers of prom- 
inence in the country who have not signified their willingness 
to do business under the new plan, and its reception by the re- 
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tail trade has been very enthusiastic. It is not to be expected, 
however, that a movement of this kind, working a practical rev- 
olution in the method of marketing proprietary remedies, can 
be put in thoroughly smooth working order in the course of a 
few weeks. We expect to find many troublesome conditions, 
and do not doubt it will be the work of months before matters 
can be properly adjusted. If the retail trade, however, desires 
to sell Dr. Miles’ remedies at full prices, they now have the 
opportunity, and we are very well satisfied that if the support 
from the dealers is what it should be the plan will be a suc- 
cess. “ Your very truly, 
“Dr. MILES MEDICAL COMPANY.” 


MINOR NEWS NOTES. 


Groenlund Brothers’ new pharmacy at Ninth and Elm 
streets has been handsomely equipped with modern fixtures 
and extensively improved. 


Cincinnati papers bave commented on the fact that Julius 
Hoffman, who has for 32 years past been employed as a clerk 
for M. M. Yorston, the pioneer druggist at 1063 Central ave- 
nue, has in all that time averaged less than one day a year off 
duty by reason of sickness. 


George Dix, one of the best known drug clerks in Cincin- 
nati, is’ seriously ill at the Bethesda Hospital under unusual 
circumstances. Mr. Dix has been employed at the Deventer 
Pharmacy, opposite the Alms Hotel on Walnut Hills. Last 
week while he was filling a prescription which a little boy 
had presented, he suddenly fell to the floor. A physician was 
summoned, who found that Dix was entirely paralyzed on his 
left side and was absolutely helpless. His condition is criti- 
eal, but the physicians say that he has a slight chance of re- 
covery. 


CLEVELAND NEWS. 


CLEVELAND, April 7, 1903.—The drug business in this city 
is far above the average of previous years. The month of March 
being warm and spring-like caused an earlier demand for tonics, 
blood purifiers and diuretics. The business outlook for this 
season is indeed very promising to the pharmacists. Full prices 
are to be sure a thing of the past, but a fair price is received 
on the greater number of proprietary and patent medicines. 
Original price is, however, maintained on Dr. Miles’ prepara- 
tions. Cut rate conditions are not as serious a problem as 
heretofore. 


Ferdinand De Mersitz, a graduate of pharmacy, from Buda 
Pest, Hungary, is about to open a drug store on South Wood- 
land and Bolton avenues. 


Robert Tarr, many years with The Opera House Pharmacy, 
has opened a store on Euclid avenue, at the corner of Hunting- 
ton street, which is in the residential portion of lower Euclid 
avenue. The store is known as “ Tarr’s Pharmacy,” and is an 
up-to-date establishment. 


kK. H. Junge, partner and manager of May’s Drug Store, with 
J. A. Zangerle, sailed on March 28 on the Morro Castie for 
Cuba. They will visit Mexico before returning to Cleveland. 
The sea voyage and the mild, balmy climate will be thoroughly 
enjoyed by the two tourists, as Cleveland has experienced a 
cold winter. 


Lewis C. Hopp, president of The Mayell-Hopp Company, 256 
Kuclid avenue, has joined his family in Florida, where he will 
spend some time recuperating from throat affection. Mr. Hopp 
has been very active in local and State work for a number of 
years, and it is the wish of his many friends that he return 
fully recovered from his present illness. 


SOME KNIGHTS OF THE ROAD WE MEET. 


H. A. Rowe, with Hamilton Bros., Pittsburgh, was a recent 
solicitor in glassware. 


Hi. S. Mead, representing The Upjohn Pill and Granule Co., 
was calling upon the trade in the interests of his firm recently. 


Cc. R. Myers, of the Myers Mfg. Company, was busy taking 
orders for syringes, ice bags, etc., here last week. 


A. E. Dupell, manager of the Dr. Charles Company, stopped 
for a short time in town while on his way to California. Mr. 
Dupell believes in using plenty of printers’ ink, and has created 
a large demand here for their Flesh Food. 


J. S. Blitz, our popular plaster, bandage and suspensory 
agent, is very busy this week taking orders for The J. Ellwood 
Lee Company. It is always a pleasure to have Mr. Blitz call and 
solicit trade. 
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Cut Rate War On in Chicago—Chicago Retail Druggists’ Asso- 
ciation Abandons Price List tor the Present—Are the Jobbers 
at Fault ?>—City Orders Must Be in by 2.30 P. M.‘ 





(From our Regular Correspondent.) 


Chicago, April 6.--A cut and slash policy that is sending 
down prices at a rapid rate has been adopted by many Chicago 
druggists, and the cut-price spirit seems so contagious that 
there is no telling where the matter will stop. The temper of 
the local trade is indicated by the following issued from the 
office of the Chicago Retail Druggists’ Association : 

To the Members of the Association: 

At a meeting of the Executive Board, held Tuesday, 
March 31, 1903, the following was adopted: 

“ Resolved, That the members of the association are 
advised to meet, for the time being, whatever competition 
may arise in the prices of proprietary medicines. 

“ Resolved, That the secretary is instructed to place 
this resolution in the hands of each member of the asso- 
ciation.” Fraternally yours, 

TuHos. V. WooreN, Secretary. 


TROUBLE BREWING FOR A YEAR. 


The trouble has been brewing for a year or more. How 
long the present demoralization is likely to last cannot now 
be foretold, but the situation is in the hands of strong peo- 
ple, who will undoubtedly succeed in gaining the desired point 
for the retail trade. Many of the more conservative druggists 
deplore the step and are doing all they can to check what they 
eall a hasty movement. Their opinion is not generally accept- 
ed, however, for their associates say the matter has been long 
considered, and that this is the only solution of the problem. 
Advertising of cut rates has been freely resorted to, and win- 
dow posters are frequently seen. 

A weil-known wholesaler in commenting on the situation 
said the local retail trade was in a remarkably prosperous con- 
dition; that orders were heavy and that collections were good, 
and that he therefore deplored any step which might change 
such a state of affairs. 


ARE THE JOBBERS TO BLAME? 


In announcing the approaching meeting of the C. R. D. A., 
President Straw and Secretary Wooten say: 

“The present prices on patent medicines downtown are 
away below cost. You've heard of it; is it anything to you? 
The charge is made again and again that the wholesale drug- 
gists of Chicago are selling at retail drugs, patent medicines 
and other goods, on the sale of which we depend for our profits. 
There must be some tire where there is so much smoke; is this 
anything to you? If proper efforts were made, the prices at 
which drugs are sold and prescriptions are filled in your neigh- 
borhood might be a good deal more satisfactory than they are. 
Wouldn't this be a help to you?” 

All are urged to turn out and help clear up the situation. 


TIME LIMIT ON ORDERS NARROWED. 


Wholesale druggists have sent out notice to retailers that 
orders must be received before 2.30 p. m. hereafter for delivery 
on the following day, except on Saturdays during April, when 
the hour will be noon, and during the months from May to 
October, inclusive, when the hour will be 11 a. m. Telephone 
calls for additions will be discontinued. As the former limit 
was 4 p. in., it is expected that the change will cause some dis- 
satisfaction until druggists adjust themselves to the new con- 
ditions. The order goes into effect April 7. It is signed by 
Fuller & Fuller Company, Huminston, Keeling & Co., Lord, 
Owen & Co., Morrisson, Plummer & Co., Robert Stevenson & Co. 
and Peter Van Schaack & Sons. 


rHE CHICAGO COLLEGE ALUMNI, 


The annual meeting and election of officers of the Alumni 
Association of the Chicago College of Pharmacy was held at the 
rooms of the Drug Trade Club, Thursday evening, March 26. 


The treasurer reported a balance on hand of $330.25. The elec- 
tion of officers resulted as follows: President, L. I. Schreiner ; 
vice-president, Clyde M. Snow; secretary, Mrs. M. M. Gray; 


treasurer, Paul Rudnick. A comiaittee was appointed to ar- 
range for the annual banquet extended to the graduating class 
on the eyening of Commencement Day, April 23. Early the 
same evening the Alumni Club held its fourth meeting. After 
the dinner the members listened to a very interesting paper by 
A. G. Vogeler entitled “Can Wars be Abolished?” On account 
of the annual banquet it was decided to defer the next meeting 
until May. 
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CHICAGO NOTES. 

Kelly Brothers, of Elgin, U1, have Succeeded Roche Brothers. 

George A. Casaraw & Co., Sac City, Iowa, have sold their 
store to Goodell & Scott. 

The Winona Drug Company, Winona, Minn., have been sold 
to H. A. Stephens, of Warsaw, Mo. 

F. G. Hines, of Charleroix, Mich., was at the Chicago whole- 
sale houses making purchases recently. 

Peter F. Fina has succeeded Theodore Winholt at Ashland 
and Grand avenues, where he has been manager for some years. 

F. C. Wilkins, of Union City, Mich., has failed. <A receiver 
was recently appointed for his store, and bankruptcy proceed- 
ings were started. 

M. C. Smucker has purchased F. I. Ellis’ store, at 1520 West 
Madison street. He will continue to operate his store at Oak- 
ley avenue and Madison street. 

Jacobs & McQuaid have purchased the store of M. T. Moss, 
at Forty-third street and Cottage Grove avenue. Monacco 
Brothers are the successors of Jacobs & McQuaid. at 425 Clark 
street. 

Dr. Elmer Prescott, who dropped 5 cents in a nickel-in-the- 
slot telephone and then was unable either to get a connection 
or his nickel back, won the suit he brought in Justice Blume’s 
court against the Chicago Telephone Company. 

Druggists took quite an important part in the Chicago cam- 
paign now just closing. John J. Boehm, Democratic candidate 
for City Clerk, has a drug store at 748 South Halstead street. 
He is well known to the trade. Michael J. Preis, Democratic 
candidate for Alderman in the Ninth Ward, is a former em- 
ployee of Mr. Boehm's. He is now employed by W. H. Cramer, 
Randolph and Halstead streets. He is favorably spoken of by 
the Municipal Voters’ League. W. E. Golden, the Austin drug- 
gist, is one of the defendants in a $50,000 campaign libel suit, 
as the result of his efforts to defeat a candidate with an un- 
savory record, which he helped expose. 





Registered by the Virginia Board. 


Following is a list of the successful applicants for registra- 
tion at the meeting of the Virginia Board of Pharmacy, held on 
March 17: 

Registered pharmacists: G. H. Barksdale, Fairfax; Wood 
B. Carpenter, Richmond; Fred. W. Dowell, Hamilton; Geo. J. 
Echols, Lynchburg; Preston Hundley, Dunnsville; Geo. T. 
Hogg, Richmond; Jas. E. Jackson (colored), Richmond; Floyd 
N. Kerr, Richmond; Scott Ashby Wolfe, Manassas; C. C. Mar- 
tin, Richmond; A. L. Pedigo, Roanoke; ©. W. Taylor, Norfolk ; 
Em. C. ‘Toone, Richmond; Warner T. Wood, Lynchburg; C. S. 
Williamson, Baltimore, Md.; Myron J. Browning, Richmond ; 
F. A. Rice, Roanoke; Karl Stoehr, Big Stone Gap; F. H. Me- 
Mullen, Richmond; R. lL. Booker, Richmond; W. H. Smith 
(colored), Richmond; C. F. Gladstone, Exmore. 

Registered assistants: Nellie I. Benson (colored), Rich- 
mond; F. C. Congdon, Petersburg; Wm. S. Cavedo, Richmond ; 
E. P. Coleman, Danville; Jno. W. Devine, Clifton Forge; Julius 
R. Jones, Richmond; Jno. T. Kuester, Richmond; T. G. Maddox, 
Newport News; Ernest G. Turner, Richmond; A. M. Vaughan, 
Elizabeth City, N. C.; C. E. Walton, Woodstock ; R. B. Parker, 
Como, N. C.; R. K. Akers, Danville; Arthur Richards, Norfolk. 

The term of C. R. Link expired at this meeting. His suc- 
cessor, G. T. Mankin, of Falls Church, attended this meeting 
and assisted in conducting this examination. The present mem- 
bers of the board: Jas. L. Avis, Harrisonburg, president; T. A. 
Miller, Richmond, secretary ; C. P. Kearfoot, Martinsville; C. B. 
Fleet, Lynchburg, and G. T. Mankin, Falls Church. The next 
ineeting will be held in October, date not vet fixed. 


Pass List of the North Carolina Board. 


At a meeting of the North Carolina Board of Pharmacy, held 
in Raleigh, March 24, the following passed successful examina- 
tions for the grade of licensed pharntacist : 

Troy E. Austin, Smithfield; Walter C. Bateman, Wilson; 
David A. Bullock, Wilmington; Clement Byrd, Wilson; Geo. 
W. Cardwell (col.), Elizabeth City ; Walter M. Cook, Salisbury ; 
Richard S. Gorham, Rocky Mount; William Hood, Smithfield; 
Jabez K. Hollowell, Wilson; John B. Le Gwin, Wilmington; 
Thomas R. Pemberton, Greensboro; Richard L. Seagle, Hender- 
sonville; William H. Snuggs, Albemarle; Ptolemy Summey, 
Dallas; Homer B. Ward, Esbo; Clyde I. Webb, Shelby, and 
William George Stribling, Anderson, S. C. 

The next meeting of the board will be held at Morehead 
City, Tuesday, June 9, 1903, at 9 a.m., when those intending 
to take the examination should communicate with the secre 
tary, F. W. Hancock, Oxford. 
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Bie Drug and Chemical Market 


The prices quoted in this report are those current in the wholesale market, and higher prices are paid for retail lots 
The quality of goods frequently necessitates a wide range of prices. 





Condition of Trade. 
New York, April 11, 1903. 
OD liver oil has held the center of the stage for the 
past two or three weeks and is still the leading topic 
of conversation in the trade. Some aspects of the situa- 
tion as it affects the jobber and the retailer will be found 
described in our editorial columns. While the demand 
has quieted down to some extent with the close of the 
consuming season, prices are not as yet notably affected, 
the popular brands being still maintained at the extreme 
limit of $120.00. There has been no falling off in the de- 
mand for general goods since our last; indeed the ad- 
vance of the season has brought a quickened inquiry, the 
volume of business being in excess of that usually met 
with during the period under review. As might be ex- 
pected prices are held firmly as a rule on most lines, and 
several advances in staple articles have to be noted. 
Cocaine has been advanced by the American manufactur- 
ers to a parity with the quotations of foreign markets as 
a consequence of the upward tendency in raw material. 
Some surprise was occasioned by the announcement of a 
decline in manufacturers’ prices on quinine, which was 
made on the 4th inst. While lower prices prevailed for 
bark at the Amsterdam auction on the 2d inst., the de- 
line was not deemed sufficient to affect the alkaloid. 
However, trade in the article has been somewhat dull of 
late and the effect of the lower figures will probably be 
to stimulate the consuming demand. Opium is fraction- 
ally lower, but the lower prices do not seem to have 
stimulated inquiry. Silver nitrate is dearer, and citric 
acid has been advanced by the manufacturers. The prin- 
cipal fluctuations of the period under review are shown in 
the accompanying table and succeeding paragraphs: 
LOWER. 

Quinine, 
Opium, 
Anise oil, 
Tpecac root, 
Serpentaria root, 
Peppermint oil, 
Buchu leaves, long, 
Citronella oil, 
Senega root, 
Rape seed, 
Hemp seed, 


Canary seed, Smyrna, 
Bleaching powder. 


HIGHER. 
Cocaine muriate, 
Silver nitrate, 
Citric acid, 

Buchu leaves, short, 
Santonin, 
Lemongrass oil. 
Simaruba bark, 
Cajaput oil, 

Japan wax, 
Carnauba wax, 
Jamaica ginger, 
American wormseed, 
Bleached calamus root, 
Blood root, 
Quicksilver, 
Cuttlefish bone. 


DRUGS. 


Aleohol has been in moderately active demand, and the mar- 
ket is firm at $2.48 to $2.45 for grain; wood is steady at pre- 
vious prices, or, say, 65¢ to 70c for 95 and 97 per cent., respect- 
ively. 

Zalsam copaiba is a trifle easier in tone in consequence of 
freer arrivals, but prices are not quotably lower, current sales 
being at 3714c to 40c for Central American, and 45c to 50c for 
Para. 

Jalsam fir, Canada, remains quiet with the prices $3.15 to 
$3.60 froni jobbers’ hands. 


3alsam Peru is without new feature of interest either as re- 
gards price or demand; the inside quotations of the market are 
$1.05 to $1.10. 


Balsam tolu continues very dull, but there is seemingly no 
effort being made to urge the distribution at anything below 28¢ 
to 30e, as to quality and quantity. 


Barks.—A good jobbing demand is experienced for the va- 
rious medicinal barks, and price fluctuations are few and unim- 
portant. Bayberry is beginning to arrive, and the tone of the 
market is easier, though current sales are making at the pre- 
vious range of 10c. Cascara sagrada is still held with consid- 
erable strength, holders quoting 13c to 15c, as to age and quan- 
tity ; a shortage is reported on the Pacific Coast. Prickly ash 
continues extremely scarce, and nothing now offers below 30c. 
Simaruba continues to gain strength under the influence of 
diminishing supplies, and while 40c is the ruling quotation for 
original packages, 50c is named for broken lots, and we hear of 
numerous small sales at the latter figure. Soap is under good 
control, and with the approach of the active consuming season 
most holders of cut have marked up their quotation to 6c. 


Buchu leaves, long, continue scarce, but there is an absence 
of important demand, and the market rather favors buyers. 
Short leaf is held with more firmness, owing to reports of stead- 
ier markets abroad, and the inside quotation has been advanced 
a notch. 


Cacao butter declined at the monthly auction sale in Amster- 
dam and London, and this market closed sympathetically lower 
at 264%4c to 27'.¢c for bulk, as to quantity and seller. 


Cautharides is only wanted in a moderate jobbing way, and 
sales are slow, but holders show no disposition to urge the dis- 
tribution by price concessions, and 421\4c to 47\4c is still named 
for Chinese whole and powdered respectively ; Russian quoted 
62¢ to 65c. 


Citric acid marks the usual ante-season advance, manufac- 
turers naming 35¢c to 3514c for barrels and kegs, respectively. 
This represents an advance of 2c, in which the various citrate 
salts share. 

Coca leaves are not coming forward very freely, and with re- 
ports of an advancing tendency at primary sources local holders 
are more than firm in their views, though the sales at the close 
were at previous prices, or, say, 18¢ to 20¢ for Truxillo, and 30¢ 
to 32c for Huanuco. 


Cocaine, which underwent a decline last month, has since 
been advanced to a parity with the prices in European markets, 
and manufacturers now quote uniformly on the basis of $4.00 
for bulk. Reference to the upward tendency in the price of leaf 
at primary points will be found in its appropriate place. 


Cod liver oil has been in less demand since our last, and 
holders have been inclined to recede from their former extreme 
position, so that the market is irregular and unsettled. The 
range for the better known brands is, however, firmly main- 
tained at $105.00 to $110.00. Reports are current as we go to 
press of sales at or near $90.00, and two or three lots are even 
said to have been sold for account of outside holders at $75.00. 
As there have been buyers at a higher price the accuracy of 
these reports is seriously questioned. It is a fact, however, that 
consumption of the oil has been materially checked by the ex- 
tremely high prices, and there is likely to be a reaction. The 
subject of The Cod Liver Oil Shortage and Some of Its Re- 
sults is treated from the pharmaceutical viewpoint in an edi- 
torial in this issue. 

Colocynth apples are meeting with only a limited inquiry, 
but buyers are not anxious sellers in view of the limited sup- 
ply available, especially for Trieste, which is held more firmly 
at 35c to 40c; Spanish does not offer below 30c. 

Cuttlefish bone, Trieste is held, and selling in a moderate 
way at 20c to 22c; jewelers’ large continues firm, and hold- 
ers decline to shade 60c to 65¢c; small is held with more firmness 
and nothing now offers below 54c¢ to 56ce. 

Ergot renfains at 32c to 34c for German, and 33c to 35e for 
Spanish, which represents the previous range, but an advancing 
tendency is indicated in the article owing to an unexplained in- 
crease in the demand. 

Manna has been in active request of late, and there are in- 
dications of a speculative movement, most of the cheap tots on 
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the market having been taken up. While no price change is to 
be noted in large flake, which is held and selling at 55¢ to 60c 
firm, small offers in instances at a shade under our quotations, 
or, say, 38e to 40c. 


Menthol shows a weaker feeling, and we hear of some sales 
down to $6.25. 


Nux vomica is in limited supply and wanted, and the inside 
quotation has been raised to 214¢ to 3c, as to quality. 


Opium has weakened in the interval, holders having reduced 
quotations since our last to $2.95 for single cases and $2.9714 
to $3.00. for'broken lots. Lack of demand and continued keen 
competition among holders are ascribed as reasons for the drop 
in value. While the Smyrna market is reported firm, buyers 
are showing small disposition to. venture upon quantities, the 
impression prevailing that lower prices will be reached before 
the downward tendency is checked. Powdered is moderately 
active in a jobbing way, with sales at the range of $3.50 to 
$3.70. . 


Quinine sulphate has been reduced 2¢ per ounce by the lead- 
ing domestic manufacturers, to the basis of 26¢ for bulk in 100- 
ounce tins. And the minor salts are correspondingly lower. 'The 
decline was unexpected, and proved somewhat disturbing to the 
inarket, but a better feeling has since set in, and an improved 
demand of a jobbing character was reported. Outside holders 
appear more free to offer, and sales are making of foreign at 
25e to 2514c, while Java is quoted at 2314e to 24e. 


Saccharin is higher, manufacturers now naming $2.25. 


Senna, Tinnevelly, is reported scarce and prices are firm, 
though we have no actual changes to note. 


Santonin has advanced materially, manufacturers having re- 
vised their range to $6.70 to $6.75 for crystals, and $6.90 to 
$6.95 for powdered. The advance is attributed to the higher 
cost of raw material. 


Spermaceti is weak and neglected, though prices are nom- 
inally unchanged. It is probable that a firm bid on a quantity 
lot would shade the current quotation of 2214c to 23c for block, 
and 23%c to 24¢ for cakes. 


Tonka beans are held steadily, with jobbing sales at 65c to 
70c for prime Angostura, 3244c to 3714 for erystalized Surinam, 
and 25c to 30c for Para. 


Wax, bees, is in good demand and steady, ordinary pure 
being quoted at 32c to 33c, and selected at 3414c to 35¢; bleached 
held at 40c to 45c. Japan is realizing full prices under the in- 
fluence of an active demand; for the limited supply available 
15%4c to 16c is named. Carnauba shares in the general improve- 
ment, and No. 1 is now quoted 1914c to 23c; No. 2, 17¢ to 18e, 
and No. 3, 13%c to 15c. 


CHEMICALS. 


Acetate of lime is in better demand both for export and home 
consumption and the manufacturers have announced a frac- 
tional advance, $1.40 to $1.45 being named for gray, and 95c to 
9714c for brown. 


Arsenic, white, is steadier, and while we have no price 
changes to report, the tendency is upward in view of corre- 
sponding conditions abroad. 


Blue vitriol is held with increased confidence, and while an 
occasional carload lot is obtainable at 5%4c, the general quota- 
tion remains 5%4c¢ to 6c. 

Chlorate of potash remains quiet at 714¢ to 714¢ as to quan- 
tity. 

Epsom salt continues in good, steady request, with manufac- 
turers naming 85c to $1.35 as to quantity. 

Glauber salt is firmer and current sales are at 85c, which is 
the carload quotation. 

Nitrate of silver is higher, manufacturers having advanced 
their range 14c, the quotation now standing 3114c to 35¢ as to 
quantity, the inside figure for 1,000 oz. lots. 

Nitrate of soda is slightly easier owing to arrivals, and quo- 
tations have been reduced to $2.20 to $2.25. 

Oxalic acid is selling in moderate quantities to consumers 
and the trade at 5\4c to 5%4c. 


Quicksilver is firmer, and holders now name 641%c to 65¢ 
per Ib., as to quantity. 


Sal ammoniac is finding a steady outlet in consuming chan- 
nels, and values are steady at 5%c to 6c for granulated. 


Saltpetre, crude, is a trifle easier in tone with sellers at 
3l4c. to 35<e. 
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Tartaric acid is seasonably active, and numerous sales are 
making at 2914¢ to 29%c for crystals, and 29%4c to 29%e for 
powdered. 


ESSENTIAL OILS. 


Anise has declined in the interval, and may be purchased ip 
a large way down to $1.00. 


Cajaput has developed more firmness, and recent sales have 
been 521%4c to 60c. 

Caraway is reported firmer at primary sources, but prices 
are without change here, $1.10 to $1.35 being yet named as to 
quality. 


Cassia is unsettled and weak, though prices are not quotably 
lower; 75 to 80 per cent. grade being held at 70c, while lower 
grades offer at 55c to 70c. 


Citronella is in good request, and steady at 20c to 22c. Hold- 
ers are disposed to offer with reserve in view of the strong sta- 
tistical position of the article abroad. 

Clove meets with steady, fair inquiry, with the sales of bud 
at 57\4e to 60c. 


Cubeb is without quotable change, though the demand mo- 
mentarily is light ; quoted 90c to $1.00. 


Lemongrass quotations have been advanced owing to scarc- 
ity, the revised range being $1.90 to $2.00. 


Messina essences are cabled firmer, but quotations in the lo- 
cal market are still unaffected, bergamot being held at $2.10 to 
$2.30, lemon at 70c to 75c, and orange, sweet, at $1.20 to $1.70. 


Pennyroyal is firmer and tending upward, though we have 
no actual price change to report since our last, the sales during 
the interval being at $1.15 to $1.25. 


Peppermint has developed some weakness owing to lack of 
inquiry, and freer offerings from the interior. Western in tins 
may now be obtained at $3.15 to $3.25, as to quantity and seller. 


Sassafras, natural, shows some improvement, the range of 
values having been fractionally advanced ; held at 48c to 45c, as 
to quality and quantity. 

Wormwood is weaker with stock offered in most instances at 
$4.50 to $4.75. 

GUMS. 


Aloes, of the various grades, are selling quite freely in small 
quantities. For Socotrine holders ask 18c to 20c, while Cape 
and Curacao are held and selling at 12c to 14¢ and 3% to 4e. 


Asafeetida meets with steady, fair inquiry, medium grades 
being given the preference. The range of the market is 19c to 
25c¢ as to quality. 

Camphor is seasonably active and manufacturers’ prices are 
steadily maintained at the range of 55%4c to 56c, and 56c to 
56144c for domestic in barrels and cases respectively. 


Chicle is in light spot supply and holders offer with reserve 
at the quoted range of 39c to 42c. 


4 
Gamboge is quiet, but values are unchanged at $1 to $1.15 
as to quality and quantity. 
Kino remains quiet, but prices are without quotable change, 
the trade requirements being supplied at 28¢ to 25ce. 


Myrrh is reported active and higher at primary sources, but 
only a moderate jobbing business is passing in this market, the 
bulk of the sales being of sorts, for which 20c to 21c is paid; 
siftings quoted 16c to 17¢; and select, 32¢ to 35c. 


Tragacanth is moderately active in a jobbing way with the 
sales at previous quotations, or say, 29c to 80c. for the various 
grades of Aleppo, and 35c to 90c for Turkey. 


ROOTS. 


The market is quiet for most descriptions and we have few 
price changes to report. Buyers limit their purchases in most 
instances to the requirements of the moment, and the business 
passing is chiefly of a jobbing order. Ipecac is cheaper, the quo- 
tation for Rio now standing at $1.40 to $1.50, and Carthagena 
at $1.05 to $1.10 as to quality and quantity. Jamaica ginger 1S 
more actively inquired for, and the inside figure has been 
marked up. Gelsemium is beginning to arrive, new crop being 
obtainable at 5c to 5%4c. Serpentaria is in better supply and 
prices have weakened to 42c to 45c. Bloodroot is scarce and 
wanted at 7c. 


SEEDS. 


Canary, Smyrna, continues inactive and values are fraction- 
ally lower, 4c to 44%4c being now named; Sicily held at 4%4c-. 
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Hemp, Russian, offers,more freely at the lower range of 
2%4c to 2%4e. ‘ 

Rape is quiet, and both German and domestic offer at a 
decline to 2%c to 3c. 

Sabadilla is in limited supply and holders are indifferent 
sellers at the quoted range of 14c to 15c. 

Wormseed, Levant, is scarce and higher, 14c to 14%c being 
now wanted. 





HINTS TO BUYERS 


Why not read the adv. of C. I. Hood & Co. in another part of 
this Journal and see what you can do with one cent. ‘“ It’s good 
for business.” 


The American Peroxide & Chemical Company, 8 Maiden 
Lane, New York, will be pleased to send a sample of their stear- 
ate of zinc compound to druggists who appreciate a good phar- 
maceutical product. When writing them mention the AMERI- 
CAN DRUGGIST. 


Write a postal card to the Michigan Drug Company, Detroit, 
Mich., for information about the new perfume which the Da- 
brook people are going to spring on the public. They promise 
that it will be a winner, and their record justifies us in pre- 
dicting that what they promise will prove to be true. 


Samples and quotations of filled elastic capsules will be 
sent upon application to Billings, Clapp & Co., Boston, Mass. 
This house have a very finely equipped plant for turning out 
work of the kind, and they are able to quote attractive figures 
on both small packages and bulk quantities. 


Druggists may obtain a sample of Dentacura by addressing 
Department A, Dentacura Company, Newark, N. J. The rea- 
son why this product has been so remarkably successful will 
be apparent to any pharmacist who sees a sample. It is selling 
largely, not only in America but all over the world, and is 
something that every druggist should know about and be in a 
position to supply. 


At this season of the year the announcement of Thomas 
Mills & Bro., 1301 North Eighth street, Philadelphia, should 
be of interest to our readers who are looking forward to sum- 
mer business. The firm make a first-class ice cream freezer, 
ice crusher, ice cream cabinets and refrigerators, and the fa- 
mous Pan-American. ice cream sandwich mold. The advertise- 
ment will be found in another part of this issue. 


The Century Cash Register Company, Detroit, Mich., have 
a machine which the testimony of satisfied customers proves 
is quite the equal of the high-priced cash registers on the 
market, but which is sold at a sum bringing it within the reach 
of even the most modest retail establishments. For details 
regarding their machine our readers should write them as 
above, mentioning the AMERICAN DrRUGGIST. 


We learn that the sales of Antikamnia preparations for the 
months of January and February of the year 1903 were greater 
than for any two months since Antikmania was first placed 
upon the market. The sales of powdered Antikamnia during 
1902 showed an increase of 173-5 per cent. over the sales for 
the year 1901. This seems good evidence that the popularity 
of Antikamnia is continuing to grow. 


The Coca-Cola Company, of Atlanta, Ga., have purchased a 
lot at Thirteenth street and Wabash avenue, Chicago, and will 
erect a six-story building, covering an area of 46 x 150 feet. 
They expect to run four vats at the Chicago branch establish- 
ment to supply the local trade in and around Chicago. They 
are also building an addition to their main laboratory in At- 
lanta, which is even larger than the main building itself and 
which when complete will give them a capacity of 5,000 gallons 
per day. : 

The May Drug Company, in a recent letter to L. K. Eastman, 
of 1354 Woodward avenue, Detroit, say that they have been 
using an Eastman Capsule Filler for the past two years, that 
it is giving perfect satisfaction, and that it is certainly a prac- 
tical device, being both accurate and easily operated. Similar 
expressions of opinion have been received by Mr. Eastman from 
all over the United States. Druggists who have not seen his 
filler should write at once to him for illustrated descriptions 
and quotations, mentioning the AMERICAN DrucGIst. 


The firm of Seger & Gross make a specialty of ready made 
store interiors, of artistic design and substantial structure, at 
exceptionally low figures. These interiors are ready for im- 
mediate delivery, and can be set up by any local carpenter. 
‘They also do a large business in making special designs after 
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original drawings, and have probably installed more attractive 
jobs in New York City than any other concern in the line. 
Their advertisement will be found in another part of this issue, 
and any points not made clear in it will be covered by cor- 
respondence. The address is 42 to 50 West 67th street, New 
York. 


Dr. A. C. Machette, president of the Bourbon Sanitarium, 
at Bourbon, Ind., in a recent letter to A. Klipstein & Co., 122 
Pearl street, New York, states that Isarol has been used in the 
sanitarium for some time, and that he has found it invalu- 
able in all the cases in which its use was indicated. ; He an- 
nounces his conviction that it is a most valuable remedy, which 
need only be tried to be sworn by. Some idea of the popularity 
of this drug may be gained from the fact that it is ordered in 
25-pound lots by the Department of Charities and Corrections 
of the city of Philadelphia. A. Klipstein, New York, is the 
sales agent. 





Soda Fountains by the Mile. 


We are pleased to refer our readers this month to the re- 
markable soda fountain advertisement of the American Soda 
Fountain Company which appears in this issue. The heading 
at the top of this page describes the entire motive of the ad. 
The American Soda Fountain Company claim that they design 
and build 97 per cent. of all the soda fountains made and sold 
in the United States, that their prices are the lowest, that their 
terms the easiest, and in addition they make exceedingly lib- 
eral allowances for old apparatus taken in exchange for new. 
A request will bring a catalogue. Write to-day to any of the 
offices of the American Soda Fountain Company at Boston, 
Mass. : Philadelphia, Pa.; St. Louis, Mo.; New York. N. Y.; Chi- 
cago, Ill.; Baltimore, Md.; San Francisco, Cal.; Denver, Col. ; 
Dallas, Texas; Atlanta, Ga., or Oklahoma, O. T. 





A Remarkable Record. 


On Tuesday, February 3, the New York Central handled a 
total of 25,982 cars. This exceeded by 500 the maximum num- 
ber of cars ever moved in one day. This record, however, was 
again broken on Tuesday, February 10. For the twenty-four 
hours ending 11:59 P. M. on this date the New York Central 
moved 16,605 loaded cars and 9,480 empties, a total of 26,085, 
which is the largest number of cars ever handled in one day 
on this line. On the same date the Lake Shore Railway handled 
10,915 loaded cars and 3,316 empties, a total movement of 14,231 
cars, or a total on both lines of 46,316 cars. This exceeds all 
previous records in the handling of cars on these lines. 





The Wonderful Possibilities of Decalcomania. 


In an article published recently in The World To-day, atten- 
tion was called to the wonderful possibilities of the decalco- 
mania transfer process, by which beautiful effects resembling 
those of hand painting can be reproduced in imperishable colors 
and affixed to almost any article of manufacture. Few men in 
the commercial world to-day have any idea to what extent this 
process can be advantageously utilized in business, and more 
particularly in the advertising department of business. By this 
process it is possible to have an illustration of an article or of 
a trade-mark reproduced on the windows of the retail dealers 
all over the United States with the greatest degree of accuracy 
both as to drawing and coloring at a ridiculously small expense 
(only a few cents for each window). The Meyercord Company. 
exclusive American manufacturers of the decaleomania goods. 
went into this business seven years ago with a meagre half 
dozen employees. During that period their business has grown 
so rapidly that they now have the largest force employed any- 
where in the world in this industry, and their output reaches 
the value of half a million dollars per annum. For full par- 
ticulars regarding this method and its cost our readers should 
address the Meyercord Company, Chamber of Commerce Build- 
ing, Chicago, U. S. A. 





“Meddisin chests!” said the old retired skipper, with a 
snort of contempt. ‘“ Hi didn’t ’ave no sich tomfoolery aboard 
my ship, wen Hi were a-goin’ to sea. Ketch me a-coddlin’ of 
my croo. No, sir! If so be as wun of the ’ands wos feelin’ 
queer, Hi sez to ’im, ‘ W’ere’s the pain? Is it above the belt 
or below the belt?’ If ’e sez it’s above the belt, I gives ’im 
a hemmetic; if ’e sez it’s below the belt, Hi gives ’m a dose of 
Hepsom sorlts. Turn my ship hinto a bloumin’ chem{st’s shop! 
Not me. sir.” 
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Elegant Dispensing. 


The Mallinckrodt Chemical Works in this issue announce 
that they are now supplying Chemically Pure Sodium Salicylate, 
which is especially recommended for dispensing purposes. One 
who is at all familiar with the Mallinckrodt chemicals must 
have observed that this line is especially adapted to dispensing 
and the requirements of physicians, as it embraces not only all 
of the standard chemicals but also the rarer and newer products 
which have a recognized therapeutic value. 





The Real Orange and Lemon Flavor. 


A new trade-mark which has become well known to the soda 
fountain dispensing druggist is that of the San Gabriel Valley 
Essential Oil Company, of Pasadena, Cal. We reproduce a 
copy of this trade-mark which is of interest on account of its 
uniqueness. It is supposed to be the figure of the Angel Gabriel. 
blowing his horn. The design was suggested by the name of 
the company, which was in turn suggested by the name of the 
valley where the company’s new factory is located. Every visi- 
tor to Southern California is undoubtedly familiar with the San 
Gabriel Valley; in fact Southern California practically consists 
of the San Gabriel Valley, which with its branches extends some 
sixty miles inland from the Pacific Ocean. 

It is in this valley where practically all of the oranges and 
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lemons of Southern California are grown. Naturally this 
enables the new company to produce an orange and lemon 
product to great advantage. 

This trade-mark is already well known to the trade as a 
result of the full-page advertisements which are being run in 
the AMERICAN Druccist advertising the company’s fruit prod- 
ucts—Soluble Concrete Oleo Resin of Orange and Lemon. These 
products consist of the flavoring portion of the fruit, taken out 
of the peel the day after it is picked, and prepared in a form 
ready to mix with simple syrup, bon bons and ice cream. These 
new products give the same flavor as the fruit itself, but save 
all the time and labor necessary when using the fruit by the 
old-fashioned methods, and in addition a good share of the 
expense as compared to using either the fruit or concentrated 
syrup. 

The company reports that in seven months their customers 
include druggists in twenty different States. 

When writing for samples, mention the AMERICAN DRUGGIST. 





The Properties of Suprarenalin. 


Suprarenalin is an active constituent of the suprarenal cap- 
sule and it is claimed possesses all the therapeutic propertites 
of the fresh glands. To the naked eye suprarenalin appears as 
a light yellowish-white powder. It is, however, micro-crystal- 
line, being wart- or tomato-shaped. It is almost tasteless. When 
dry it is stable at the ordinary temperature, but at 207 degrees 
Centigrade it melts with decomposition. It is difficultly soluble 
in cold water; more readily in hot. These solutions react alka- 
line toward litmus and phenolphthalein. It is readily soluble 
in dilute and strong acids, forming salts which have not yet 
been crystallized. Suprarenalin is slightly soluble in alcohol, 
insoluble in albolene, ether and naphtha, and readily soluble in 
the caustic alkalies. A slightly acid solution of suprarenalin 
gives a beautiful emerald-green color with ferric-chloride and 
other soluble ferric salts. On standing this color changes to 
a carmine, or, on carefully adding alkali, the green color be- 
comes purple. Suprarenalin is a strong reducing agent. The 
solutions in water or dilute acid are readily oxidized on contact 
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with the air, becoming pink, red and, finally, leaving a red or 
brown precipitate. Such decomposed solutions no longer pos- 
sess the therapeutic and chemical properties of the fresh prep- 
aration. The fresh solutions also act as strong reducing agents 
toward silver and gold salts and toward Fehling’s Solution. 
Physiologically, suprarenalin is remarkably active. One two- 
hundred-thousandth (1-200,000) gram, injected intravenously 
into an adult man, causes a distinct rise in blood pressure. One 
drop of a one to ten-thousand (1:10000) solution blanches the 
conjunctiva in one-half to one minute. It is claimed to be the 
most powerful stringent and hemostatic known, when used 
locally, and is said to be the strongest known heart stimulant. 


A Strong Combination. 


There is no way of getting around the fact that M. P. Gould 
Company, drug advertisers, of New York City, have formed a 
mighty solid combination of retail druggists in the United 
States and Canada. The combination is composed of those 
druggists who are contractors for this company’s system of 
advertising. 

M. P. Gould Company inform us that the system is now 
used by the leading druggists in just about one thousand differ- 
ent localities of the United States. and that not only is the list 
of druggists in the United States who are using the system 
growing rapidly, but that they are daily receiving contracts 
from foreign firms. 

That this company is spending considerable money adver- 
tising the system, and have been doing it persistently for 
nearly two years, is proof enough that they have something 
which is prized highly by retail druggists. We would refer you 
to their advertisement in our last issue. You will note that 
there is a coupon attached to the advertisement which is worth 
$2 in cash to you, providing you accept the proposition. Ad- 
dress all communications to M. P. Gould Company, Bennett 
Building, Nassau, Fulton and Ann streets, New York. 





New Fountains for New England. 


W. B. Berry, the New England salesman of the American 
Soda Fountain Company, reports the following sales made in 
his territory: To Messrs. James P. Dolan & Co., of Portland, 
Me., proprietors of the La Fayette Pharmacy, a Reliable car- 
bonator in connection with their new “ American” soda water 
apparatus. H. H. Hay’s Sons, wholesale and retail druggists 
of Portland, Me., have purchased a beautiful wall apparatus and 
a complete outfit. This firm have been established since 1841, 
and have occupied the same building since March, 1856. Thos. 
P. Kenney, of Augusta, Me., has bought a fine “* American ” wall 
apparatus. E. W. Stevens, druggist. of Portland. Me., has also 
purchased a fine apparatus wall outfit. H. P. S. Goold, of Port- 
land, Me., druggist. has bought a Reliable carbonator. 

Mr. Berry reports things as looking well in New England. 
susiness is good and the indications are for the largest soda 
water season for some time. 

‘ 


The Question of Substitution—How the Thacher 
Medicine Company View It. 


Mahin’s Magazine (Chicago) has recently published a num- 
ber of articles on substitution of proprietary articles. This 
magazine interviewed the manager of the Thacher Medicine 
Company, of Chattanooga, Tenn., as to the position of that com- 
pany on this much-mooted question. The facts obtained are 
refreshing, to say the least of it. 

“ We have carefully considered the question of substitution,” 
stated Mr. Thomas R. Preston, the manager, “and have taken 
a different position from most proprietary medicine manufac- 
turers. 

“We do not propose that our advertising shall be burdened 
with warnings to the consumer to be on the lookout for marks 
of identification, etc., creating in his mind the impression that 
the druggists are dishonest. Such as this is enough to anger 
them, and the co-operation and good will of the druggist is what 
we are seeking. As a rule, we have found them honest men, 
disposed to do'the right thing and, 6f course, having rights that 
the manufacturers must respect. We sell no aggressive cutter, 
no department store or any other kind of a store in competition 
with them. 

“Our goods are placed with them at such a price as their 
profit is reasonable, and we make no other request of them than 
that they simply give our goods an equal show. 

“We shall continue to co-operate with them in such manner 
as to bring customers to their store. To say the least of it, we 
have never lost anything by this position.” 

This question is here viewed in a very practical manner and 
the policy adopted by the Thacher Medicine Company is cer- 
tainly to be commended for its liberality and common sense. 












